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REPORT  OF 


Commission  to  Investigate  Ceitain  Poor-Houses 


Febniarv  Sth,  1911. 

TO  THE  SENATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA: 

Yonr  commission,  apiiointed  piii-suant  (o  tlie  jirovisioiis  ol'  your 
resolution  of  5tli  April,  1!H)9,  and  tlie  act  «d'  l.llli  ,May,  P.109,  Section 
24  (P.  L.  911),  to  investijrate  into  the  past  and  iiresent  conduct,  man- 
agement and  affairs  of  the  poor-houses  located  in  tlie  townships  of 
Roxborough,  Bristol,  Germantown,  Oxford  and  I.,ower  Dublin,  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  respectively  reports  that: 

Your  commission  held  meetings  on  June  12th,  1009,  dune  25tli. 

1910,  September  20th,  1910,  and  Novemher  29th,  1010.  On  the  tirst 
day  of  December,  1910,  it  proceeded  to  a jihysical  examination  of  the 
poor-houses  included  in  its  investigation,  and  on  the  4th,  10th  and 
18th  days  of  -lanuary,  1911,  held  meetings  in  Philadelphia,  at  which 
4_\venty-four  witnesses  were  examined.  On  the  24th  day  of  January, 

1911,  3’our  commission  met  at  Harrisburg  to  discuss  and  agree  upon 
this  report. 

I.  PHYSICAL  CONDITION  OF  POOIMIOI  SFS. 

1.  Bristol. 

Yonr  commission  finds  that  there  is  not,  and  probably  nevei'  was, 
a poor-house  in  the  township  of  Bristol,  althoiigh  there  still  are  dis- 
tinct and  separate  guardians  for  the  relief  and  employment  of  the 
poor,  with  power  to  levy  taxes  and  administer  outdoor  relief.  The 
erection  of  a poor-house  was  provided  for  by  the  second  section  of  the 
Act  of  27  March,  1823  ( P.  L.  114),  but  this  section  was  i-ei>ealed,  aji- 
parently  before  any  building  had  been  done,  by  the  Act  of  3 Marcli. 
1829  (P.  L.  47),  and  there  has  been  no  subsequent  legislation  to  au- 
thorize its  construction. 

2.  Germantown,  Roxborough,  Oxford  and  Lower  Dublin. 

Your  commission  found  the  poor-houses  in  Germantown,  Roxbor- 
ough and  Oxford  and  their  grounds  all  in  excellent  condition  as  far 
as  cleanliness  and  comfort  are  concerned,  and  nothing  but  commend,.- 
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tiou  ouu  be  expressed  for  the  rare  taken  of  the  institutions  and  of 
their  inmates.  Tim  ( Jorieanoovn  pO('r  hor.se  is  ioeated  at  liittenhouse 
Street  and  Ehiiaski  Avenue,  ami  lias  almnt  twelve  acres,  the  property 
beiipn'  wortli,  accontinji'  to  the  rejiort  furnisheil  to  the  State  Itoard 
of  ('harity,  ^lob.bOO.UO.  The  Roxhorough  jioor-house  is  located  on 
East  Sliawmont  Avenue,  Roxborougli,  and  has  about  forty  acres, 
the  jiroperty  lieing  worth,  iu  the  ojtinion  of  tlie  [tresident  of  the  board, 
,|r)0,(l(IO.()0.  Tile  Oxford  jioor-house  is  located  on  Cottmau  Street, 
at  Penuypack  Creek,  has  one  hundred  and  thirty-tive  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  and  is  carried  on  the  books  of  the  institution  at 
100.000.00. 

II.  CONDICT,  iMANAOE.MEA'T  AND  AFFAIES  OF  POOK- 

IIOTTSES. 

The  ]M)or-houses  in  each  instance  are  managed  by  directors,  called 
in  Ri  istol,  guardians,  and  in  (termantown  and  in  Koxborongh,  mana- 
gers, elected  by  pojmlar  vote.  Many  of  these  directors  were  examined 
by  your  commissiou.  ami  although  criticisms  are  made  hereinafter 
as  to  their  methods  of  conduct  and  management,  youi-  commission  was 
iiii]  ressi'd  with  the  (‘arm*stuess  and  iuteii'st  displayed  by  these  gentle- 
men, most  of  whom  riaiuve  no,  and  tin*  others  very  meagre,  comj)ens:e 
tiou. 

Aftei-  careful  consideration,  your  commission  has  been  forced  to 
the  conclusion,  liowever.  that  the  existence  of  these*separate  poor- 
houses  and  of  th(‘  ju-eseut  system  of  conducting  and  administering 
them,  has  caused  certain  results,  which  are  to  be  dejilored. 

'I'hese  results  are,  firstly,  lack  of  etticienc.v  in  administration,  sec- 
ondly, possibility  of  excessive  poor  taxes,  thirdly,  lack  of  economy 
in  the  care  of  the  poor,  and  fourthly,  laxity  in  conduct  of  affairs. 

1.  Lack  of  Efficiency  in  Administration. 

Fxcejit  in  Bristol,  tiermantown,  Roxhorough  and  Oxford  and  Lower 
Dublin,  the  indigent  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  are  cared  for  in  the 
almshouse  at  Blockly,  erroneously  called  “The  Hospital  for  the  Indi- 
gent”, which  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  director  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Health  and  Charities.  Its  average  daily  population 
during  the  .year  titlt)  was  twelve  hnndred  and  seventy-tive. 

In  the  excejited  townshij)s.  the  poor-houses  are  under  the  juris- 
iliction  of  bodies,  or,  as  we  shall  term  them  hereafter,  boards  of  di- 
rectors, coiu])osed  of  twent.y  membei-s.  The  total  pojmlation  of  the 
three  houses  at  the  time  of  the  meetings  was  one  hnndred  and  fifty- 
four. 
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It  needs  no  argument  to  show  the  maiiit'(  ':d  advantages  of  a single 
executive,  having  undivided  respoiisiliilify,  and  establishing  uniform 
rules.  There  thus  can  be  secured,  for  example,  uniformitv  in  the  re- 
quirements for  admission  to  the  poor-house,  in  tlie  insistence  ujhui 
the  performance  of  work  by  tlie  inmates,  and  in  the  enforcement  of 
contribution,  by  the  relatives  of  the  ]iaupers,  to  the  support  of  the 
paupers.  These  are  three  very  im[)ortant  matters  in  which  there  is 
room  for  substantial  improvement  in  one  or  more  of  the  poor-houses. 

1’.  Possibility  of  Excessive  Poor  Taxes. 

The  poor  rate  has  been  fixed  by  Ibe  directors  of  the  poor  iii  Pov- 
borough,  Bristol,  Germantown  and  Oxford  and  Lower  Dublin  at  five 
])er  cent.,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  seems  to  be  a wide 
discretion  vested  in  the  directors  as  to  what  the  rate  shall  be.  The 
act  of  27  March  1828,  ( P.  L.  Ill),  applicable  to  Bristol,  provides  (Sec- 
tion 5)  that  the  guardians,  with  the  approbation  of  any  two  justices 
of  the  peace  in  Philadeljlna  county  may  lay  a tax  uj)  to  |0.5U  per 
flOO.OO  on  all  real  and  personal  estate  in  the  townshij).  In  Oxford 
and  Lower  Dublin,  the  dii-ectors  similarly  may  levy  up  to  fb.To  on 
the  1100.00,  Act  of  11  April,  1807  ( P.  L.  259).  Tn  Roxborough,  the 
Act  of  16th  May,  1878,1  P.  L.  58  ) , makes  the  i-ate  the  same  as  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia.  In  Germantown,  the  matter  ajiparently  still  is  (-(»n 
trolled  by  the  Act  of  9 March,  1771,  (2  Biorens  Laws  1 ),  Section  1 of 
which  fixes  a maximum  of  three  pence  on  the  pound  lover  .fLOl)  on 
the  flOO.OO),  assessable  as  many  times  a year  as  necessary.  (Merely 
to  mention  the  existence  of  so  unrestricted  a power,  is  to  point  out 
the  necessity  of  correction. 

8.  Lack  of  Economy  in  the  ('are  of  the  Poor. 

While  the  municij)al  almshouse  at  Blockley  always  is  tilled  to  its 
capacity,  the  poor-houses  under  investigation  were  found  to  be  less 
than  one-half  full.  At  Oxford  and  Lower  Dublin,  the  house  has  a 
capacity  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen.  At  ]»resenr  there  are  sixty -foui* 
inmates  and  the  steward  testified  that  in  ti\e  years,  the  maximum 
had  been  sixty-eight.  At  Germantown  the  ca])acity  is  one  hundred 
and  fifty.  Thei-e  are  now  seventy-two  inmates  and  the  su])erintendenl 
testified  ihat  there  had  been  one  hundred  and  thirty-five,  five  or  six 
years  ago,  and  as  few  as  sixty-eight.  At  Roxborough  the  house  can 
hold  sixty-five  to  seventy.  There  are  now  eighteen  inmates,  and  the 
suj)erintendent  testified  that  that  was  the  greatest  number  in  nine 
years.  The  minimum  was  ten  peo])le.  These  figures  show  that  there 
is  a waste  of  si)ace  and  an  extravagance  of  so-ealled  •■overhead” 
charge,  for  it  would  cost  little  more  for  salaries  and  no  more  for  cai)i- 
tal  investment,  if  the  houses  were  filled. 


At  flit'  siiiiie  time,  j,  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  ]ier  capita  ctist 
of  maintenance  in  the  varions  institutions  is  not  excessive.  The  fact 
is  that  there  are  so  many  ways  of  calcnlating  this  elusive  tignre  hy 
inc’Anling  or  excimling  certain  items  of  cost,  that  it  is  difficnlt  to 
comi)are  results.  At  r.loeldy  the  ]>er  ca[)ita  weekly  cost  of  mainten- 
ance was  figured  at  for  males  and  .|2.17  for  females,  in  1909, 

and  at  $1.90  for  males  ami  .|2.19  for  females  in  1910.  The  State 
Board  of  Charities,  however,  figured  the  cost  in  19t)9  at  $.1.00.  Ihe 
Germantown  Board  calculated  the  average  weekly  cost  per  capita  at 
|2.32  in  1908,  and  at  $3.73  in  1909,  a difference  explicable  only  hy 
the  fact  that  different  methods  of  comjmtatioii  were  used  in  the  two 
years.  Both  Dr.  Neff,  Director  of  the  Department  of  Bnblic  Health 
and  Charities,  and  Mr.  Bromley  Wharton,  General  Agent  and  Sec- 
retary of  the  Board  of  Bnhlic  Charities  of  Pennsylvania,  testified  to 
yonr  commission  that  the  cost  of  maintenance  at  a central  institti- 
tion  would  he  less  than  at  the  separate  institutions.  Dr.  Nelf  stated 
that  he  had  not  modified  the  views  expressed  hy  him  in  his  report  to 
the  Ma.yor  for  the  year  ending  Decemher  31st,  1!H)7,  in  which  he  said 
(pp.  24,  25) : ' 

“The  per  capita  cost  of  maintenance  of  inmates  in  the 
Philadel])hia  Hosjhtal  for  the  Indigent  is  less  than  half 
lhat  i-eipiired  for  maintenance  in  these  separate  homes. 

From  an  economic  as  well  as  an  administrative  stand- 
point, it  is  resjiectfnlly  recommended  that  all  of  the  ]>oor 
should  he  in  one  institution  and  under  one  manage- 
ment.” 

A large  ]>art  of  the  revenue  collected  hy  the  local  jioor  hoards  goes 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  insane  of  the  township  at  the  Philadel- 
])hia  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  and  at  Norristown.  This  money,  of 
course,  is  administered  solely  liy  the  authorities  ot  those  institutions, 
just  as  money  ]>aid  for  the  support  of  the  insane  from  any  part  of 
Philadelphia.  The  cost  in  the  separate  ])oor  districts  of  collecting 
this  money,  which,  as  stated,  is  paid  over  for  administration  hy  other 
people,  is  an  uncomjiensated  Avaste.  In  Oxford  and  LoAver  Dublin 
for  the  year  ending  April  15th,  P.t09,  .$7,135.50  AA^as  ajiplied  for  this 
purpose,  and  for  the  year  ending  April  15th,  1910,  .$7,233.40,  being  in 
each  case  almost  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  entire  amount  disbursed. 
In  GermantOAvn  for  the  year  1909,  the  item  amounted  to  .$10,099. 2>.‘>, 
Avhich  Avas  over  tAventy-flAm  per  cent.  The  figui’es  for  1910  are  not 
available  as  yet.  In  Boxhorough  the  amount  Avas  about  fifteen  per- 
cent. of  the  entir-e  receipts. 

It  may  he  noted  here  as  an  indication  of  the  necessary  lack  of 
economy  in  the  operation  of  seyiarate  institutions,  each  containing 
few  people,  that  there  is  no  resident  jihysician,  and  when  the  inmates 
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become  ill  (not,  of  couise,  in  lriHin<>  cases  i.  it  is  necessary  to  send 
them  to  the  general  lios])ital.  Where  physicians  ai-e  called  in,  there 
is  separate  expense  on  each  occasion.  At  Oxford  and  Lower  Duldin 
for  the  year  ending  April  loth,  1910,  fGlO.OO  was  paid  for  physicians 
services.  At  Blockley,  as  was  testified  by  Doctor  Sykes,  the  chief  resi- 
dent jihysician,  there  is  no  extra  expense  at  all  for  the  medical  care 
of  over  twelve  hundred  people,  for  the  reason  that  an  interne  fi-om  the 
hospital  is  deputized  to  do  this  work. 

The  most  important  thing  to  be  noticed,  however,  is  that  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  care  taken  to  keep  the  expenditures  within 
the  income.  The  most  liagrant  offender  in  this  regard  is  Oxford  and 
Lower  Dublin.  For  the  year  ending  Ajudl  15th,  1909,  the  income, 
exclusive  from  loans  from  bank,  was  •'S!i’ti,4.j0.()2.  During  the  same 
period,  the  expenditures,  exclusive  of  notes,  were  $30,555. 77.  and  for 
the  year  ending  April  15th,  1910,  the  receipts,  exclusive  of  money  re- 
ceived from  the  city  for  land  condemned,  and,  of  course,  not  an  or- 
dinary receipt,  were  $26,455.70.  During  the  same  period,  the  ex- 
penditures, exclusive  of  notes  and  mortgages,  which  similarly  are 
not  current  expenses,  were  $31,392.61.  The  necessaiy  result  of  a con- 
tinuance of  such  financial  management  is  obvious.  In  the  case  of 
Koxhorough,  the  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  March  25th,  1909. 
exceeded  the  income  by  about  $500,  almost  ten  per  cent,  of  the  total 
receipts.  For  the  year  ending  March  24th,  1910,  the  expenditures 
exceeded  the  receipts  by  almost  $1,500.00  more  than  twenty-five  ]>er 
cent,  of  the  total  receipts.  In  the  ease  of  (lermantown,  for  the  year 
ending  January,  1909,  which  is  the  last  report  available,  the  receipts 
seem  to  have  been  slightly  in  excess  of  the  expenditures. 

TIT.  LAXITY  IX  COXDUCT  OF  AFFA1K8. 

The  last  mentioned  remarks  as  to  the  making  of  expenditures  in 
excess  of  income  indicate  that  there  is  more  or  less  unl)usiness-like 
management  of  the  finances.  As  a matter  of  fact,  there  is  no  budget 
prepared  in  any  of  the  districts,  and  no  aj)portionment  of  the  exjicn- 
ditures  to  any  particular  months.  In  other  words,  the  entire  year's 
income  could  be  spent  in  a single  month.  In  addition  to  this,  thei'e 
is  no  limit  on  the  amount  which  each  dii-ectoi-  may  spend  on  outdoor 
relief  during  any  month,  and  if  dirc<  tors  were  exti-avagant,  it  readily 
can  be  seen  how  disasti’ous  the  result  might  be.  The  evils  resulting 
from  this  imsystematic  course,  which  's  common  to  all  the  townhip'. 
are  admitted  and  the  directors  have  assured  your  commission  of  their 
intention  to  remedy  them. 

More  serious,  however,  than  the  ])ossil)le  harm  from  the  foregoing 
consideration,  are  the  instances  of  actual  improper  disbursements, 
authorized,  no  doubt,  without  any  impro])er  motives. 
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MosI  couspii-uous  of  these  ilishiii-sements  is  tlie  money  sj>ent  by  fhe 
C)xford  and  Lo^vel■  Itnbliu  and  by  the  (ieniiaiifown  Hoard,  for  tlie 
l»ni]»ose  of  (bd'eaiing  tlie  lei>islafion  infrodma'd  in  yonr  honorable 
liody  at  the  session  of  looking  to  The  aliolition  of  the  sejiarate 

jioorlionses  in  I’hiladeljihia  comity.  In  the  case  of  Oxford  and 
laiwer  Onblin,  |()00.lltl  of  the  nion(*y  raised  for  tlie  ]ioor  was  anfhov- 
ized  to  be  sjient,  and  aiijiareiilly  was  sjient,  in  attorney's  fees,  paid,  it 
may  be  assnnied,  for  the  ]mr]iose  of  investigating  the  jiower  of  the  I.eg- 
islatnre  in  the  jireniises,  and  indneing  it  not  to  exercise  the  pmver  if 
ii  had  it.  In  the  case  of  ( Jerinantown,  fSOO.tM)  was  anihorized  to  be 
jiaid  to  till'  salaried  solicitor  of  the  Hoard,  to  be  used  as  he  niight 
deem  most  effective  to  defeat  the  threatened  legislaiion.  The  solicitor 
testities  that  he  was  not  otherwise  restricted  in  the  nse  of  fhe  money, 
lint  the  money  was  used  for  the  jnirpose  of  having  a special  train  and 
1i-ans]iorting  to  llarrisbnrg,  free  of  cosf,  such  residents  of  German- 
town as  were  willing  tti  go  to  llarrisimrg  and  eiitei-  their  protest 
against  abolishing  the  ]ioor  houses,  and  yonr  commission  believes  ihat 
it  was  understood  by  the  directors,  when  the  appropriation  was  made, 
that  the  money  was  to  be  emidoyed  in  this  niannm- 

"fhe  nse  of  funds  for  such  a pnr]iose  certainly  was  not  intended,  and 
if  it  was  not  illegal — as  to  which  it  is  nnnecessary  for  yonr  commis- 
sion to  make  a finding — it  was  most  i-eiirehensible.  proceeding,  ns  it 
ninst  have,  on  the  theory  that  the  Legislature  would  not  otherwise 
give  jirojiei-  weight  to  all  aspects  of  the  ipiestion  of  abolition.  The 
action  becomes  ninch  more  tlagrant  from  theifact  that  the  exjienditnre 
is  not  revealed  in  an  intelligible  manner  in  the  tinancial  statement^if 
the  Germantown  Hoard  of  the  year  a criticism  which  does  not 

ajijily  To  the  Oxford  and  Lowei-  Dublin  Board. 

The  Oxford  and  Lowei-  Dublin  Board,  liowever,  is  open  to  sei-ions 
criticism  for  its  continued  jinrehase  of  jioor-honse  snpjilies  from  di- 
rectors. In  (he  case  of  <!ernianlown  and  Ifoxborongh  there  are  local 
acts,  exjiressly  jirohiliit ing  such  dealings  nnder  jienalty  of  flbd.tMt 
tine:  (see  Acts  of  10  Ajiril,  IS:!!;,  1*.  |j.  152,  Section  3,  and  20  Jnni', 
B.  L.  33T,  Section  Hi).  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  sjiecial 
act  ajijilicable  to  Oxford  and  Lower  Dublin,  lint  the  general  act  of  to 
May,  1S74  | P.  L.  ISO),  makes  it  unlawful  ‘‘for  any  director  of  the  {toor. 
in  any  county  of  this  Gomnionwealth  v here  said  oflice  exists,  to  be 
concerned  or  p-ersomilly  interest(*d  in  an,\  contract  for  furnishing  su).- 
jilies  for  the  niainiename  of  the  jioor,  or  for  the  construction  or  im- 
jirovement  of  jirojierty  nnder  their  coiiirol."  Irres]iective  of  any  stat- 
ute. the  ini]iro}ii  iety  of  having  a director  sell  su|i]dies  to  a lioard  of 
which  he  is  a part,  is  evident,  excejit  in  ihe  rarest  cases  of  unforesee- 
able emergeiic\'.  The  sales  by  directors  of  ihe  Oxford  and  Lower  Dub- 


liii  townssliip  could  not  come  uiidec  fliis  lieiid.  li  mnv  he  ssaid  lliaf 
counsel  for  the  Hoard  admitted  tlu'  wronj;,  and  luomised  thai  it  would 
be  discontinued. 

In  the  case  of  Roxborough,  there  was  also  an  increase  of  the  salai  ies 
of  the  President  and  Treasurer  of  the  Hoard,  not  '^anctioued  by  any 
resolution  in  the  minute  book  of  Hie  P>oai  d. 

fn  the  case  of  this  Hoard,  there  was  also  a tailim*  oii  ilu*  |iai  l oi  ila* 
Ti'eastirer  to  give*  any  bond,  in  jilain  vioiatiou  of  tin*  law,  wliiih  re 
({uires  the  Treasurer  to  give  security  to  double  the  amount  of  the  lax 
assessed  in  the  township  (see  Act  of  8 April,  lS3d,  P.  H.  doo,  extending 
to  Eoxborough  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  31  March,  1809,  P.  L.  139, 
applicable  to  Germantown,  and  see  Section  5 of  this  latter  Act  ). 

In  very  few  cases,  either  in  Koxborongh  or  Oxford  and  Lower  Didi- 
lin,  did  the  minute  hooks  show  that  the  officers  had  been  sworn,  as 
required  by  law,  and  in  the  case  of  Germantown,  lln*  bond  (>f  the  col- 
lector of  taxes  was  not  entered  up  in  the  Pridhonoiary's  oflice,  as  re- 
quired by  Section  6 of  the  Act  of  June  20,  1839  ( P.  I>.  337  i,  a neglect 
which  results  in  depriving  the  township  of  ihe  security  intended  by 
that  Act  to  be  given  to  it. 

Another  instance  of  the  failnre  to  oiiserve  ilie  strii  i letter  of  the 
law  is  the  payment  bj^  the  steward  of  the  Oxford  and  Lower  Dublin 
Poor-House  of  small  wages  to  inmates  of  that  iuslituiion.  Il  was 
never  intended  that  paupers,  fed,  clothed  aul  sheltered  at  the  expense 
of  the  tax-payers,  should  be  entitled  to  be  paid  for  work  which  ihey 
did,  unless  the  value  of  that  w’ork  exceeded  tin*  cost  of  their  mainte- 
nance. For  this  reason  the  poor-house  acts  provide  limi  jiaupers  siiall 
he  charged  a fair  price  for  the  relief  received  by  them  and  credited 
with  a just  and  liberal  allowance  foi-  any  work  ilone  (see  Act  of  t) 
April,  1828,  P.  L.  259,  Section  .3,  making  such  provision  for  Oxford 
and  Lower  Dublin).  The  steward  testified  that  no  charge  a)  all  was 
made  against  the  inmates  tor  the  relief  received  by  them. 

Your  Commission  calls  attention  to  the  foregoing  insla.m-e'^  of  the 
failure  strictly  to  obey  the  law,  not  because*  cd'  any  seriou--  coiiye 
quences  suffered  by  reason  thereof,  oi-  even  of  any  grave  dangers 
threatened  on  account  of  them.  They  do  show,  howa*vei-,  the  danger 
inherent  in  the  conduct  of  affairs  where,  as  in  the  case  of  at  least  two 
of  the  boards,  the  directors  are  re-elected  teim  after  term,  until  they 
come  to  feel  as  if  they  were  subject  to  no  superior  authority,  and  to 
act  in  the  untechnical  and  informal  way  in  wdiich  an  ordinary  busi- 
ness man  handles  his  own  husiness. 

Your  Commission  recommends  the  })assage  of  an  act,  repealing  tlu* 
existing  legislation  for  the  care  of  the  ])oor  of  Hristol,  Germantown. 
Oxford  and  Lower  Dublin  and  Koxborongh,  and  the  traiisfor  of  all 
the  property,  belonging  to  the  present  directors  of  the  j)oor  thereof, 
to  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  In  order  that  there  may  be  accommo 
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dations  for  tlie  inuiates  of  these  poor-houses,  your  Commission  sug 
gests  that  the  Act  l»e  not  passed  until  the  Director  of  (he  Department 
of  Public  llealili  and  (Charities  cerlities  that  there  is  room  in  the  Hos- 
pital for  the  Indigent  to  provide  such  persons  with  accommodations 
equally  as  comfortable  as  their  accommodations  now  are.  It  may  be 
remarked  that  llie  ]>oor-houses  themselves  could  he  used  admirably  by 
the  Citj"  of  Pliiladelphia  for  the  care  of  indigent  children,  and  perhaps 
for  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases.  It  may  also  be  suggested,  al- 
though perha])s  beyond  the  scope  of  the  investigation  which  your  Com- 
mission was  directed  to  make,  that  an  Act  be  passed,  making  it  unlaAv- 
ful  for  any  agency  of  the  State  to  expend  its  revennes  for  the  purjtose 
of  defeating  or  securing  the  passage  of  legislation  applicable  to  such 
agencv. 

Attached  lun-eto  is  a Iranscrijii  of  the  testimony  faken  by  your  Com 
mission. 


Pespeci  fully  submitted, 


CLARENCE  WOLF,  Chairman, 


EDWIN  II.  VARE, 
MILES  C.  ROWLAND, 


EDW.  F.  JAMES, 

WILLIAM  c.  McConnell. 


MEETINGS )F  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  SENATE  OF 

PENNSVIA  AN!  A. 


(Poor  Boards  Investigation). 


Philadelj)hia,  Pa.,  January  4th,  1911. 


INDEX. 

OXFORD  and  LOWER  DUBLIN  POOR  BOARD. 


Amos  C.  Shall  cross,  Treasurer 2-10 

George  K.  Hoff,  President, 10-1(1 

, Recalled,  25-27 

Linwood  T.  Hcdines,  Secretary, 16-19 

Samuel  F.  Kelly,  Steward,  19-25 
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ROXP*OROUGH  POOR  150ARD. 

Xatliaii  L.  Junes,  I’l-esideiit,  

Recalled, 

Recalled, 

^\'illiaiii  ^V.  Uiusted,  ^ecvelacy, 

John  Brookley,  Snperinlendent,  

GERMANTOWN  POOR  BOARD. 

William  MJ'lkie,  Pi-esident,  

M’altei*  Bowdiicli,  Treasnrec,  

James  J.  Finn,  Secretary,  

John  F.  Ransenheryer,  Superintendent, 
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4U41 

4.0-50 

50-52 

52-5(1 


MEETlNti  OF  THE  COM.MITTEE  OF  THE  SENATE  OF  PENN- 
SYl. VANIA,  APPOINTED  PURSUANT  TO  RESOLI'TJON  OF 
APRIL  5th,  1909. 


lMiiladel]»hia,  Pa.,  Jannary  4th,  P.Hl. 

Meeting-  held  at  the  otlice  of  the  Cliaiinian,  Hon.  Clarence  Wolf, 
Empire  Building,  Thirteenth  and  Walnut  Streets,  at  2 o'clock  P.  5!., 
Wednesday  afternoon  on  the  above  date,  ])nrsnant  to  notice. 


PRESENT: 

HON.  CLARENCE  WOLF,  Philadel].hi  a.  Chairman. 

HON.  EDWIN  II.  VARE,  Philadeli)lna,  Pennsylvania. 

HON.  ED^^  ARD  F.  J.VMES,  Hazleton,  Pennsylvania. 

HON.  WILLIATd  C.  McCONNELL.  Shamol  vin,  l*enn,sy|\-ania. 
HON.  ^IlLES  C.  ROWLAND,  Rowland,  Pennsylvania. 

ASA  RUTE,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  Hazleton,  I’ennsylvania. 
MORRIS  M<)LF,  Es(|.,  Counsel  foi-  Committee. 

MR.  ELMER  SCHLICHTER.  Secretary,  Philadelphia. 


Of  GE1L5IANTOWN  POOR  BOARD. 

JAMES  F.  FRIEL,  Esip,  Solicitor, 

JOHN  F.  flAUSEN BERGER.  Superintendent, 
^VILLIAM  H.  COUPE,  IM  anager, 

^VILLIA5l  5VILKIE,  President, 

JAMES  J.  FINN,  Secretary, 

WALTER  BOWDITCil,  Tiea.si.rcr. 
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Of  OXFORD  aud  LOWER  DURLIN  POOR  i:n.\  RD 

GEORCE  K.  HOFF.  Rirsident, 

A.MOS  0.  SHAlddflR  )SS,  Treasurer, 

LIA'WOOD.  T.  liOl.Ml':S,  Seercdarv, 
iSA.MFFL  F.  KEld.V,  Siiperiulendeiil. 


Of  ROXHOROldill  POOR  HOARD: 

(JEOROI^  HO^VIvFR.  ('ounsol, 

NATHAN  dONFS.  Presideni,  , 

W.  W.  TLMSTFD.  SecrelaiT, 
dOllN  HROOKLFV,  Su]ierinteiideut. 


THE  CHAIRltrAN-  As  tlie  nentleiiieii  here  |iresent  liave  been  no- 
litied  of  this  iiieelinjf  and  tlie  |iur]H)se  for  which  it  has  been  called, 
there  liardly  seems  any  necessity  for  any  liirtlier  remarks  on  tlie  ]iart 
of  the  Chair,  and  we  will  therefore  proceed  with  the  business  in  hand. 
Mr.  Shallcross,  of  the  Oxford  and  Lower  Dublin  Poor  Hoard,  has  re- 
(|iiested  the  |ni\ileit'e  of  beinji  lirsi  called,  :ind  with  the  apjiroval  of 
the  other  members  of  the  ('onnnittee  we  will  examine  him  tirst. 

OXFORD  and  U)M'ER  DEHLIN  POOR  HOARD. 

A^IOS  C.  SHALL(T\OSS,  called,  sworn  by  the  Chairman,  and  ex- 
amined as  follows: 

MR.  ^VOLF:  You  are  the  Treasurer  of  the  Oxford  and  Lower  Dub 
lin  Poor  Hoard,  are  you  not? 

.MR.  8H ALLCROSS:  Yes,  sir. 

MR.  WOLF:  What  is  your  residence? 

?dR.  SHATjLCROSS:  812!)  Frankford  avenue. 

MR.  \YOLF:  M'hen  were  you  elected  treasurer? 

MR.  SHALLCROSS:  Some  years  ago. 

MR.  MT)LF:  That  was  the  first  time? 

MR.  SHALLCROSS:  Yes,  sir. 

MR.  ■\YOLF:  ^Yhen  were  you  last  re-elecded? 

MR.  SHALLCROSS:  April,  1910. 

MR.  ^YOLF:  T suppose  that  you  have  charge  of  the  financial  af- 

fairs of  the  ])Oor  house? 

:\IR.  SHALLCROSS:  Yes,  sir. 

MR.  \V(')LF:  And  are  familiar  with  its  income  and  its  expenses? 

MIL  SHALLCROSS:  Y'es,  sir. 
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MK.  WOLF:  1 asked  you  to  bi-iii”-  with  you  your  hooks,  did  you 

bring  them? 

HH ALLCJK : Yes,  sir;  all  I have. 

MIL  ^V()LF:  ^^dlat  do  they  consist  of,  *Mr.  Shallcross? 

MIL  SIIALLCMOSS:  Here  ihey  are,  sir. 

(Hooks  produced  by  IMr.  tshallcross i. 

?i[K.  WOLF:  These  consist  of  a cash  liook  and  a ledger? 

MH.  SIIALLCH08S:  Y'e.s,  sir. 

IMIL  ^VOLF:  ^Ir.  Shallcross,  what  ai-e  the  sources  of  your  reve- 

nue? 

MIL  SHALLCROSS:  The  source  of  our  revenue  is  derived  from 

three  wards  of  the  city,  the  Tweiily-tliird,  the  Thirty-lift h and  the 
Forty-lirst  wards,  and  of  course  some  revenue  derived  from  a farm 
aud  from  farming  products  returned  by  the  steward. 

MIL  MT)LF:  H ave  y(»u  any  reveiitte  other  than  the  taxes  you  col- 

lect from  those  wards  aud  what  is  made  on  your  farm? 

MIL  SHALLCROSS:  Fxcejtt  we  have  some  outside  sick  atid  jioor, 
and  we  help  them  by  relief,  several  of  them. 

IMK.  "WOLF:  Do  you  still  get  any  j>art  of  the  dog  tax? 

MR.  SHALLCROSS:  Ao,  we  don't  have  any  dog  tax. 

IMIL  MOLF:  Can  you,  by  reference  to  your  ])ooks,  tell  me  \\hat 

the  income  from  the  tax  was  in  for  instance? 

MR.  SHALLCROSS:  I can't  tell  exactly.  Mr.  ^^’olf,  have  you  one 

of  these  printed  ])amphlets?  I think  that  would  show  that.  | Ramph- 
let  produced).  That  tells  the  whole  story.  It  was  .Il'L.ttil.I.S  from 
the  tax  dujilicate,  and  then  from  the  delimpient  taxes  -flMoT.tiT. 

IMR.  WOLF:  That  is,  for  the  ye.ir  ending — ? 

IMJL  SHALLCROSS:  That  is  for  last  year. 

MR.  WOLF:  Ending  A]uil  Lith,  1!)10? 

MR.  SHALLCROSS:  Yes,  sir. 

MR.  WOLF:  For  the  year  ending  April  l.iith,  I'.HI'.i,  the  tax  dupli- 
cate was  what? 

MR.  SHALLCROSS:  Tax  duplicate  for  the  year  1!)(IS,  ; 

tax  duplicate  foi'  the  year  HHO,  $1,81(1.74,  and  from  delimpient  taxes 
$2,216.49. 

MR.  WOLF:  How  are  those  taxes  collected? 

MR.  SHALLCROSS:  Collected  by  the  collectors:  we  have  two 

collectors,  one  collector  collects  in  the  district  north  of  what  we  call 
Bridge  street  and  running  up  to  Poquessiug  Creek,  aud  the  other  for 
the  balance  of  the  territory. 

ISIR.  WOLF:  What  do  you  ]iay  your  tax  collectors? 

MR.  SHALLCROSS:  Six  jier  cent. 

IMIL  WOLF : On  the  amount  collected? 

^IR.  SIEVLLCLOSS:  Yes,  sir;  except  the  collector  of  delimjuent 

taxes,  he  gets  10  per  cent. 
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THE  CriA  lEMAN : Tlier  ]>ay  six  ifer  cent,  for  the  collection  of  the 
lax  and  ten  ]ter  cent,  for  the  delinquent  taxes? 

:\IE.  SllALLCEOSS:  Yes,  sir. 

I\IK.  AVOLF:  At  what  rate  do  von  tax  the  laud? 

MK.  SllALLCKOSS:  8even  cents. 

AII\.  AVOLF;  Is  that  lix(‘d  or  <loes  it  vary  each  year? 

AIK.  SllALTXdiOSS:  It  varies,  it  has  been  that  Avay  for  some- 

time, it  really  hasn't  been  (|uite  enough  to  carry  out  the  demands  of 
the  institution;  it  ought  to  be  more. 

AIK.  AVOLF:  How  is  the  amount  (d  the  tax  rate  determined? 

AFK.  SIIALLCKOSS:  That  is  determined  by  the  board. 

AIK.  AA'OLF:  K.y  your  board? 

AIK.  SllALLCKOSS:  J!y  the  Hoard  of  Directors. 

AIK.  AAT)LF:  Do  you  ha])i»en  to  know  what  the  maximum  charge 

is? 

AIK.  SHAIdd'KO^^:  I don’t  know  exactly,  but  you  have  a right 

to  charge  a large  sum:  I don't  know  exactly  what  it  is. 

AIK.  AVOLF:  Your  tax  dei>euds  on  the  assessments  as  furnished 

l»y  the  Board  of  Kevision  of  Taxes,  is  that  right? 

AIK.  SIIALLCKOSS:  A'es. 

AIK.  AVOLF:  They  furnish  you  a tax  duplicate? 

AIK.  t^IIALLCKOSS:  Ao,  we  have  to  have  a man  there  to  make 

ihem  out  at  the  tax  office. 

AIK.  AA'OLF:  AA'lien  do  you  l)egin  to  collect  your  taxes? 

AIK.  SHALLCKOSS:  Just  as  soon  as  the  Iiooks  are  out  sometime 

about  the  tirst  of  February  or  Alarch.  It  dejtends  on  the  time  y<ju 
got  the  books  out. 

AIK.  AA'OLF:  How  much  have  you  collected  of  the  taxes  since 

Aji'ril  loth,  1010,  can  you  tell  by  leference  to  your  books? 

AIK.  SHALLCKOSt^:  April  loth,  IIIIO? 

AIK.  AA'OLF:  A'es,  the  bulk  (d'  them  comes  in  between  then  and 

August? 

AIK.  SHALLCKOSS:  a’lie  bulk  of  the  tax  comes  in  between  De- 

cember and  Januaiy. 

AIK.  AA'OLF:  1 would  like  to  know  how  much  you  have  got? 

AIK.  SHALLCKOSS:  ( Kefen-ing  to  book).  Hei-e  is  how  it  is  re- 

ceived (indicating  book). 

AIK.  AA'OLF:  A'our  ]troperty  is  tax  free,  is  it  not? 

AIK.  SHALLCKO^S:  Ye.s. 

AIK.  AA'OLF:  Do  yftu  know  what  it  costs  you? 

AIK.  SHALLOKOSS:  The  proj.erty? 

AIK.  AA'OLF:  A'es. 

AIK.  SHALLCKOSS:  I think  the  main  building  cost  about  |2.5,000. 

AIK.  AA'fiLF:  Do  you  know  when  it  was  I)uilt? 

AIK.  SHALLCKOSS:  I think  it  was  built 'about  ’Go. 


MK.  WOLF:  Do  rou  carry  on  vonr  books  wlial  I might  call  a 

“property  acconul”  showing  the  present  valne  of  your  jiroperty? 

MIL  SHALLCKOSS;  We  usually  do  it,  yes,  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

MIL  WOLF:  The  reixiri  doesn't  show  it,  can  you  tell  me  at  what 

yon  carried  your  property  at  the  close  of  last  year'.' 

INIIL  SHALLCKOSS:  'I'hat  hook  should  show  it.  farm  and  im- 

l)rovements,  stock,  and  so  forth. 

.MIL  M’OLF:  These  two  j)rinted  i-ei)orts  that  I have,  one  marked 
“Accounts  of  the  Ilirectors  of  the  Poor  and  House  ol  Icui])loymenv 
for  the  Township  of  Oxford  and  Lower  Dublin,  for  the  year  ending 
April  1.5th,  19U!),  and  the  other  for  the  year  ending  April  15th,  1!)10," 
are  taken  from  your  hooks'? 

^IlL  SHALLCKOSS:  They  are  taken  from  the  Secretary's  hook. 

MK.  WOLF:  Does  he  also  keej*  a financial  account'? 

MK.  SHALLCKOSS:  Yes. 

]\[IL  WOLF:  Isn't  it  checked  U]>  with  your  hooks'? 

IMK.  SHALLCROStk:  Yes;  it  is  all  checked  uj),  and  when  these 

hooks  are  audited  it  is  at  the  same  time. 

MK.  WOLF:  And  those  hooks,  as  far  as  you  know,  are  correct? 

IMK.  SHALLCKOSS:  Yes,  sir. 

MK.  WOLF:  They  balance  uj)  with  your  hooks? 

MK.  SHALLCKOSS:  Yes,  sir. 

(Mr.  Shallcross  suhmirs  for  the  information  of  the  Committee  two 
printed  pamphlets  of  the  Oxford  and  Lower  Dublin  Poor  Hoard,  one 
each  for  the  year  P.Ml'.l  and  llHd,  which  said  pamphlets  are  marked 
“Exhibit  Yo.  1’'  and  “Exhibit  No.  2,"  for  identiticaaoii  i. 

^IK.  WOLF:  Your  expenditures  consist  of,  1 sujipose,  salaries,  of 

cost  of  maintenance  of  inmates,  and  (d  the  cost  of  maintenance  of 
insane  patients'? 

^IK.  SHALLCKOSS:  Yes,  at  Xorristowyi. 

mi.  WOLF:  And  Avhat  else? 

MK.  SHALLCKOSS:  In  the  city. 

^riL  WOLF:  And  miscellaneous  expenses? 

MK.  SHALLCKOSS:  Yes,  sir. 

ilK.  WOLF:  What  salaries  do  you  pay? 

^IK.  SHALLCKOSS:  I get  one  hundred  dollars  as  Treasurer. 

MK.  WOLF:  Who  ehse? 

MK.  SHALLCKOSS:  The  Secretary  gets  one  hundred  dollars. 

IMK.  WOLF:  Do  you  know  what  other  salaries  are  jiaid? 

MK.  SHALLCKOSS:  d'he  steward  gets  six  hundre<l  dollars. 

]\IK.  WOLF:  The  auditors  get  how  much? 

MK.  SHALLCKOSS:  Five  dollars  apiece. 

iMK.  WOLF:  The  solicitor  gets  how  mmh? 

MK.  SHALLCKOSS:  One  hundred  dollars. 
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MR.  WOLF:  And  the  physician  is  paid  liow  much? 

.MR.  SI  i A Lid 'JiOSS : Raid  according  to  the  districts. 

THE  ('ilAIK’MAX:  Do  yonr  physicians  do  any  ontside  work 

outside  of  the  instiintion? 

-MR.  SlIALU’ltOSS:  Ves,  indeed. 

THE  (.’HAIR-MAX:  Is  tliis  eliarge  in  liere  (indicating  pamphlet) 

“pliysician's  services”  so  mnch,  it  was  only  done  for  the  institution, 
or  whether  that  was  done  and  they  did  ontside  work,  too? 

iM  R.  SHALLt  'ROSS:  They  do  tlie  work  l)y  the  case,  some  of  them 
won’t  nndertake  to  do  it. 

]\[lv.  ^VOLE:  How  are  yonr  i)rovisions  supplied,  do  yon  liave  bids 

I'oi'  the  lowest — for  the  matei-ia'ls  that  yonr  institution  needs — do 
yon  advertise  for  bids? 

-MR.  SHALkCROSS:  Yes;  for  meats  and  things  like  that. 

SEXATOJv  .lAiNIES:  What  salaiy  do  yon  ]>ay  the  matron? 

-M  R.  SH  ALLERt  tSS : 1 really  don't  know.  Eight  dollars  per  week, 

and  the  sn])erintendent  gets  si.v  hnndred  dollars  a year. 

(.Mr.  Shallcross  was  theren])on  excused  and  retired). 

HEORtiE  K.  HOEF,  called,  sworn  by  the  Chairman,  and  examined 
as  follows: 


.MR.  ^VOLE:  M'hat  is  yonr  i-esidence? 

(MR.  HOEF:  T.SOO  Erankford  avenne. 

MR.  '\^b)LE:  Yon  are  the  Rresident  of  the  Oxford  and  Lower  Dub- 

lin I'oor  Hoard? 

(MR.  HOEF:  Yes,  sir. 

.\nd  have  been  for  how  long? 

1 think  that  I was  elected  j •resident  on  the  19th  of 


]\IR.  ^V()LE: 
.MR.  HOEF: 
Jnne,  1902. 

MR.  AVOLE: 
.MR.  HOEF: 
.MR.  WOLE: 
.MR.  HOFF: 
:\IR.  'WOLE: 
.MR.  HOEF: 


When  were  yon  last  re-elected? 

In  the  April  meeting. 

Do  yon  remember  the  date? 

.\j)ril,  1910. 

Of  what  officers  does  the  Hoard  consist? 

The  ]n-esidenl,  myself;  the  Treasurer  is  Amos  C. 
Shallcross,  the  gentleman  that  has  jnst  left,  and  the  Secretary,  Lin- 
wood  Holme.  Ovu-  Solicitor  is  Henry  K.  Fries. 

iMR.  ^VOLF:  .Vre  there  any  other  membei-s  of  the  Hoard? 

(MR.  HOFF:  Xo.  not  positively  of  the  Hoard.  We  elect  the  physi- 
cians, they  are  elected  by  the  Hoard,  and  the  steward  is  elected  by  the 
R>oai-d. 


.MR.  WOLF:  Of  how'  many  does  the  Hoard  consist? 

(MR.  HOFF:  There  ai-e  positively  eight.  This  is  the  Hoard  (indi- 

cating ]>am])hlet). 

SIR.  ’WOLF:  IVho  are  the  members  of  the  Board? 
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MR.  UOFF:  There  are  four  direelors  aud  they  are  changed  each 

year,  two  elected  above  the  township  line  and  two  below  the  township 
line.  The  present  directors  are;  Lower  Dublin,  Reiijaniin  Renner 
and  John  Biddle;  Delaware,  George  Mcoll  and  George  K.  liotl ; Ox- 
ford, Casper  M.  Titus  and  Thomas  Jackson;  Frankford,  Linwood  1. 

Holme  and  Frank  J.  Martin. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  The  same  board  as  in  11)10? 

MR.  HUFF:  Yes.  in  100!)  it  was  dilfereiu.  Horace  Shallcross 

died  in  11)00  and  Jncksoii  took  bis  place. 

Mlv.  \\  t>Lr':  Your  boai<l  meets  monthly  does  it  not? 

MR.  HUFF;  Yes,  sir. 

MR.  tYULF:  Just  state  how  the  work  of  relief  is  administered  by 
the  board? 

MR.  HUFF:  The  outside  relief? 

MR.  \YULF:  Both.  In  the  tirst  place,  you  have  outside  relief  and 

inside  relief,  is  that  right? 

MR.  HUFF:  Bersons  that  get  into  trouble  they  are  sent  there  by 

the  directors  of  the  ditferent  districts  and  we  take  care  of  them  until 
they  are  tit  to  come  out,  aud  if  any  one  knew  he  could  enter  in  theie, 
of  course  we  have  to  take  care  of  them,  and  some  people  come  there, 
especially  women — maternity  cases — they  are  sent  there,  aud  our 
matron  takes  care  of  those  cases. 

MR.  WULF:  \Yhat  is  the  capacity  of  your  poor  house,  aud  the 

location? 

MR.  HUFF:  It  is  on  Cottman  street.  Thirty-fifth  tYard,  bounded 

on  one  side  by  the  Bennypack  Creek  and  on  the  other  side  by  prop- 
erties belonging  to  the  gentleman  that  was  silling  here,  Mr.  Shall- 
cross,  and  on  the  lower  side  1 don't  know  who  owns  the  larm,  and 
we  ha\m  a right  of  way  out  Cottman  street — we  are  not  exactly  on 
Cottman  street. 

MR.  tVULF:  How  much  acreage  have  you? 

YIR.  HUFF:  Between  one  hundred  aud  thirty-five  and  one  hun- 

dred and  fifty  acres. 

MB.  A'ULF:  What  do  yon  consider  the  pro])ei'ty  is  worth  to-day? 

MR.  HUFF:  On  the  book  there  it  says  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 

lars. 

•MB.  WULF:  Is  that  in  your  opinion  a fair  estimate  of  the  value? 

MB.  HUFF:  I am  not  in  that  business.  If  1 had  the  means  I 

would  like  to  give  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  it. 

MB.  WULF:  As  a matter  of  fact,  if  is  worth  at  least  that  niucii 

would  you  say? 

.MR.  HUFF:  Certainly. 

MIL  tYULF:  What  is  the  cajiacity  of  the  poor  house? 
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MIv.  HOFF:  Oni-  ]>eoi)le  in  llie  ]:oor  house  beside — we  have  hired 

help  of  course.  The  inmates  would  run,  I think,  anywhere  from  tifty- 
five  to  seventy,  according-  to  tlie  time  of  the  year,  sometimes  we  have 
a little  more  than  that;  then  we  have  quite  a numlier  to  the  Philadel- 
phia Hospital  and  we  }>ay  for  them,  and  then  we  have  in  Norristown 
forty-five,  and  of  course  we  have  to  he  very  careful  of  our  outside  re- 
lief. Every  case  is  thorougldy  investigated. 

Mil.  ^^'()LF:  How  much  do  you  j)ay  at  Norristown  for  each  ]>a- 

tient? 

MR.  HUFF:  One  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  appro])riated  by  the 
►State  isn’t  it?  AVe  j>ay  fl.To,  that  would  be  three  dollars  and  tifty 
cents  we  call  it. 

tMlv.  WOLF:  AVhat  1 am  interested  in  getting  is  what  is  the  ca- 

pacity of  your  poor  house — how  many  peoj)le  you  can  accommodate? 

iMR.  HUFF:  1 don't  think  we  coidd  any  more  than  what  we  have 

got,  unless  some  ad<litions  were  made. 

MR.  ^\'ULF:  You  think  you  could  not  accommodate  more  now? 

ME.  HUFF:  ^Ve  have  had  more  tluui  we  have  got  there  now. 

MR.  ^YULF:  How  many  more? 

MR.  HUFF:  I suiqxtse  since  I have  been  in  the  board — of  course 

we  have  a re])ort  over  every  day  of  the  inmates  and  the  books  will 
tell  the  total.  • 

MR.  WULF:  Which  books? 

MR.  HUFF:  The  Secretary's  books. 

MR.  WtfLF:  Are  yon  able  to  accommodate  all  the  j»eople  who  ap- 
])ly  there? 

MR.  HUFF:  Not  always. 

IMR.  ^VULF:  Urdinarily  is  your  place  more  than  adequate? 

.MR.  HUFF:  1 will  answer  that  (|uestion  by  saying  that  we  have 
got  along  tolerably,  but  if  we  took  everybody  lhat  come  in  it  would 
take  a large  inslitution,  but  all  the  cases  are  thoroughly  investigated. 

THE  (MIAIR.MAN : In  other  words,  yon  believe  that  you  take  care 

of  all  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  take  cai-e  of? 

MR.  HUFF:  YWs. 

SENATOR  JAMES:  M’ithin  your  district? 

IMR.  HUFF:  Yes,  sir;  1 have  been  a director  for  eighteen  years 

next  S])ring,  and  T assure  you  I would  not  have  given  my  time  to  ir 
unless  1 felt  that  1 am  doing  some  good.  M'e  can  rake  a man  and 
aive  him  one  dollar  or  one  dollar  and  tiftv  cents  a week,  and  a man 
that  comes  in  there  loses  his  vote,  and  that  bridges  over  a man  in 
distress. 

IMR.  AYULF:  Do  you  know  how  many  ]>eople  from  your  district 

are  at  Block  ley? 

MR.  HUFF:  No,  sir;  I couldn’t  tell,  I think  al)out  fifty. 

MR.  ^YULF:  Do  you  send  them  to  Blockley  or  do  they  apply  there 
in  preference  to  a])plying  to  your  place? 
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]\IE.  IlOFF:  ^^'e  haven't  got  any  hospital  nj)  there,  and  when  we 
get  a ease  that  reiinires  a hospital  ease  we  send  llieni  there,  and  if  the 
poliee  pieks  a man  np  and  we  are  notified  by  lloland  we  take  eare  of 
them. 

ME.  WOLF:  if  a man  from  yonr  distriet  reijiiires  relief  he  is  sup- 

posed to  get  it  from  yon  and  not  from  Eloekley'? 

ME.  HOFF:  Tliat  is  all  right,  only  relief  from  sickness  or  if  a per- 
son goes  there  instead  of  Korristown. 

THE  CHAlEiMAN:  In  other  words,  yon  are  rnnning  a pi)or  house 

and  not  a hosi»ital? 

IME.  HOFF:  That  is  right,  we  can't  atford  to  run  a hospital. 

t\lE.  MT)LF:  Hut  no  jterson  in  yonr  distriet  goes  to  Hloekley  if  you 
can  aeeomniodate  him.  is  that  right? 

ME.  HOFF:  That  is  right,  and  then  we  have  (dher  parties  to  help, 
too. 

(jMr.  Hoff  was  therenj)on  excused  and  retired). 

LTNWOOI)  T.  HOLME,  called,  sworn  by  the  Chairman,  and  ex- 
amined as  follows: 

ME.  AVOLF:  Yon  are  the  Secretary  of  the  Oxford  and  Lower  Dub- 

lin Poor  Hoard? 

ME.  HOLME:  Yes,  sir. 

ME.  WOLE:  Mdiat  is  yonr  address? 

jilE.  HOLME:  141(i  Orthodox  street. 

■ME.  M'OLF:  Foi-  how  long  have  yon  been  Secretary? 

.ME.  HOLME:  T^^  '0  yeai-s. 

^lE.  WOLF:  Ee-elected  in  April,  1910? 

.ME.  HOIAIE:  Yes,  sir. 

ME.  AYOLF:  Yon  have  in  yonr  custody  the  minute  books  of  tlie 

directors? 

.ME.  HOL.ME:  Yes. 

^lE.  ^VOLF:  Did  you  bring  them  with  yon? 

.ME.  HOL.ME:  Yes,  sir. 

ME.  M'OT,F:  ^Vill  yon  produce  it,  please? 

(Hook  pi'odnced  by  Mr.  Holme  and  sid)mitted  to  tin*  Committee). 

ME.  ^YOLF:  This  contains  a recoi-d  of  all  yonr  meetings  for  the 

last  three  years? 

.ME.  HOL.ME:  About  three  years  it  is  staled  there. 

ME.  MT)LF:  I understand  from  the  Treasurer  that  you  also  keep 

some  flnancial  record  of  the  institution? 

.ME.  HOIAIE:  It  is  in  the  book,  in  the  minutes. 

IME.  MOLE:  That  is,  a record  of  the  bills  which  are  a](j)roved  at 
the  meetings? 

ME.  HOIAIE:  Yes,  sir. 

ME.  AVOLF:  Yon  keej)  a record  of  that? 

ME.  HOLME:  Yes. 
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SENATOR  .JAMIOS:  You  receive  llie  inouey.s  from  the  collectors? 

.MR.  HOLME:  Yes. 

SENATOR  JAMES:  And  then  yon  turn  them  over  to  the  Trens- 

nrer? 

MR.  IlOL.ME:  M'e  hotli  are  there,  and  the  money  »iven  to  the 

Treasurer,  and  l)efore  we  dishnrse  the  Treasurer  gives  me  an  account 
of  what  is  received. 

SENATOR  JAMLS:  And  they  are  put  in  the  minutes? 

.AIR.  HOLME:  Yes,  sir. 

AIR.  WOLF:  Does  the  Treasurer  i)av  out  on  warrants  or  what? 

y * ' 

AIR.  IIOLAILI:  On  orders  drawn  on  tlie  Treasurer  and  signed  by 

the  President. 

AIR.  WOLF:  In  what  name  is  the  bank  account  kept? 

AIR.  IIOIv.ME:  O.xfoi'd  and  Lower  Dnblin. 

AIR.  WOLF:  In  what  baid<? 

AIR.  IlOLAIE:  Second  National  Rank,  lie  is  a director  of  that 

bank. 

THE  Cll.WRAI.AN:  In  the  admission  of  people  to  the  iustitnlion 

liave  yon  any  foi-ms  whereon  the  apjilication  is  made? 

AIR.  IlOLAIE:  No.  we  have  not.  I think  that  wonld  be  a good  thing 
to  have.  AYe  use  one  of  onr  forms  for  tlie  ontside  relief  and  he  fills 
tliat  in. 

AIR.  WOLF:  I snjtjiose  tliat  at  the  meetings  a report  is  made  of 

tlie  jiersons  admitted,  is  that  correct? 

AIR.  IlOLAIE:  Yes.  sir. 

(The  Chairman  shows  to  Ihe  witness  a cojiy  of  a form  used  by  the 
Germantown  l?oor  Hoard). 

THE  CH.VIRAI.AN:  Yon  do  believe  that  that  method  is  better  than 
the  method  yon  have? 

AII5.  HOLAIF:  Certainly.  AYe  have  about  fifty  men  and  ten  or 

twelve  women  and  that  makes  the  men's  house  full,  bnt  the  women 
don’t  occipiy  ninch  of  the  house. 

(Air.  Holme  was  therenjion  exc.nsed  and  retired). 

S.YAIClMj  F.  KELLY,  called,  sworn  by  the  Chairman,  and  examined 
as  follows: 

AIR.  WOLF:  Abm  reside  and  are  the  steward  of  the  Oxford  and 

Lower  Dnblin  Poor  House,  is  that  right? 

AIR.  KELLY:  A"es.  sir. 

AIR.  AA'OLF:  AYill  yon  give  ns  a short  descri]>tion  of  what  that 

house  consists  of — the  number  of  doors,  and  so  forth? 

AIR.  KELLI* : It  is  a three-story  building,  composed  of  second  and 
third  doors  and  divided  np  into  two  sections,  men’s  wing  and  women’s 
wing,  the  men’s  the  same  size  as  the  women’s. 

AIR.  WOLF : Foi'  how  many  people  does  the  house  furnish  accorn- 
inodation  ? 
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MR.  KELLY:  Fiffy  men  on  the  iiieuY  side,  and  it'  the  men  and 

women  were  e([nally  divided  we  eonld  aoeonimodate  (Uie  hundred  and 
fifteen. 

MR.  WOLF:  Yon  have  fifty  men  and  how  many  women? 

.MR.  KELLY:  Fourteen. 

iMR.  IVOLF:  You  have  as  much  room  for  the  men  as  for  the 

women  ? 

.MR.  KELLY:  Yes,  sir. 

.MR.  l\'()J.iF:  In  other  words,  your  house  is  not  more  Ilian  two- 

thirds  full? 

.MR.  KELLY:  .Vhout  that. 

iMR.  IVOLF:  Do  you  i-ememher  any  time  when  it  was  entirely  full? 

MR.  KELLY:  No,  sir;  hut  the  hiji'hest  is  about  sixly-ei^ht. 

IMR.  WOLF:  That  is  the  amount  you  have  got  now? 

MR.  KELLY:  At  the  present  time  si.xty-fonr. 

^IR.  IVOLF:  llow  long  have  yon  been  there? 

IMR.  KEI.LY:  Five  years  the  first  of  .Vpril. 

MR.  WOLF:  And  there  has  never  been  over  si.xty-eighl  jieople? 

.MR.  KfiLLY:  That  is  the  highest  since  I have  been  there. 

MR.  lYOLF:  Are  many  aiijilications  for  admissions  made  directly 
to  yon? 

IM  R.  KELLY : Once  in  a while  there  may  be  a stranger  fi-om  the  dis- 
trict may  come  in  or  call  around  wanting  to  know  how  he  could  get 
admission,  but  they  are  usually  strangers  and  don't  know  the  rules. 

.MR.  WOLF:  You  have  no  right  to  admit  any  inmates? 

.MR.  KELLY:  No,  sir. 

iMR.  WOLF:  When  aiiplicants  are  admitted  what  do  you  get  to 

show  that  they  have  been  admitted? 

.MR.  KELLY:  .-i  note  from  the  director  with  his  signature. 

iMR.  WOLF:  .-Vnd  when  they  are  admitted  do  you  keeji  any  record 
of  who  they  are  and  their  ages  and  the  reason  for  the  admission? 

.MR.  KELLY:  Yes,  sir. 

.MR.  WOLF:  .\  permanent  record? 

^IR.  KELLY:  We  have  a register  there. 

iMR.  WOLF:  Will  you  tell  me  how  the  institution  is  conducted  as 
far  as  the  buying  of  the  sup]»lies  are  concerned? 

IMR.  KELLY:  That  is  given  out.  We  give  out  the  business  for  six 
months’  supplies  at  a time,  for  meat,  provisions  and  bread,  and  so 
forth,  and  that  is  advertised  in  our  district  only. 

MR.  WOLF:  How  do  you  order  then? 

MR.  KELLY":  dust  at  a board  meeting  in  .\pril  and  October. 

MR.  WOLF:  Rut  how  do  you  get  your  supplies?  Do  you  person- 
ally give  a written  order  to  the  jieople  to  whom  the  contracts  are 
awarded  ? 

MR,  KELLY:  The  secretary  does  that. 


Ml\.  WOLF:  you  waiii  meat  lunv  do  you  get  it? 

JMK.  Kl'iljLV:  Ou  this  ordev — tioiii  the  man  who  gets  the  contract. 

MR.  ^^’<)LF:  Aud  you  a])pi-ove  the  bills? 

MR.  KFLLY:  Ves,  1 O.  K.  the  hills,  all  hills  aud  everything  that  is 

received. 

i\lR.  WOLtL  IN)  you  pay  any  hills? 

iMR.  KF.LLY:  Ao,  sir. 

MR.  WOLF:  They  are  all  jiaid  hy  the  Treasurer? 

i\l  R.  KFLLY:  All  ]>aid  by  the  Treasurer. 

SFAIATOR  flAIMEt^:  What  jiroportiou  does  your  I'ariu  suj»ply  in 

your  necessaries? 

IM  R.  KFLLY:  Potatoes  aiul  vegetables. 

SENATOR  JAMES:  Practically  all  you  need? 

31R.  KELLY:  Yes,  sir;  that  is  in  the  vegetable  line,  of  course,  I 

mean. 

^IR.  WOLF:  Do  you  sell  any  of  the  farm  prodvicts? 

i\I  R.  KELLY:  Yes;  we  avei-age  somewhere  around  two  thousand 

dollars  a year. 

SENAJJ  )!!  McCONNLlLI., : "What  j>ropoi-tion  of  your  inuiates  work 
at  the  farm? 

IvIR.  KELLY:  About  oue-third. 

IM  R.  WOLF:  \Yhat  does  the  other  two-thirds  do? 

MR.  KELLY:  They  are  not  able  to  work. 

■M  R.  WOLF;  WJiat  is  the  avmrage  age  of  your  inmates? 

i\l  R.  KELLY ; About  sixty. 

IM  R.  tVOLF;  ^Yhat  projiortion  of  the  inmates  have  their  support 
contributed  to  hy  relatives? 

.MR.  KELLY;  No,  sir;  not  any. 

TllLl  CHAIRMAN:  In  other  words,  after  they  have  landed  there 

you  are  left  to  lake  care  of  them? 

MR.  KELLY:  Yes. 

MR.  \YOLF:  And  you  get  no  contril)ulion  from  them? 

^1 R.  KELLY:  Not  unless  it  is  a soldier  that  g(‘ts  a jtension  ami 

they  come  there  in  jaeleience  to  going  to  the  Soldiers’  Home. 

MR.  WOLF:  Do  you  ever  discharge  them? 

IMR.  KLILLY:  Yes,  sir;  they  are  discharged  and  they  leav^e  on  their 
own  account  to  get  ])ositioiis. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  That  is,  they  come  in  there  in  the  winter  and 
go  out  in  the  sjn-ing? 

MR.  KELLY:  Yes,  sir. 

THE  CHAlRiMAN;  In  other  word.s,  birds  of  passage,  some  of 
them? 

MR.  KELLY:  Just  so. 

MR.  AYOIM^’:  Is  there  suflicient  work  for  those  who  are  able  to 
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MR.  KRLLY:  Yes,  we  could  keej)  llieni  busy  cIio]*])!!!”-  wood,  l>ut 

there  are  more  disabled  than  able  to  work. 

MR.  WOLF:  Mdiat  work  do  the  women  do? 

MR.  KELLY:  They  are  not  much  <>dod  tor  anythin^’. 

MR.  WOLF:  Is  their  average  age  greater  than  the  men? 

i\rR.  KELLY:  Yes,  we  have  some  as  high  as  ninety  years  old. 

MR.  AVOLF:  Do  yon  admit  any  more  than  the  women  who  ai-o 

not  able  to  work? 

MR.  KELLY:  Yes,  not  many  women,  because'  they  don't  come 

there,  they  don't  come  there  unless  m»  one  wants  them,  and  that  is 
when  they  come  there. 

THE  CIIAlRiMAK:  L>nt  isn’t  it  a tact  that  a woman  is  less  liable 

to  go  to  the  poor  house?  In  other  w<»rds,  she  don't  lose  her  nerve  as 
quickly,  isn't  that  true? 

MR.  KELLY:  Yes,  that  is  what  we  find,  a woman  can  get  a 

position  anywhere. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  Don’t  yon  lielieve  that  a woman  will  lie  more 

careful  about  going  to  the  ]H)or  house  than  a man? 

MR.  KELLY:  Yes,  it  is  up  there. 

MR.  WOTjF:  The  pro])ortion  of  men  ami  women  there  shows  that? 

IMR.  KELLY:  Yes,  sir. 

SENATOR  JAMES:  M'hat  is  the  value  of  the  farm  ])rodnct  that 

yon  raise  and  use? 

MR.  KELLY:  We  use  in  the  house  about  one  thousand  dollars 

worth. 

SENATOR  JA'JES:  And  yon  have  an  annual  income  of  what  ? 

MR.  KELLY:  Three  thousand  dollars  1 think  it  is. 

MR,  WOLF:  Have  yon  anything  to  do  with  the  outside  relief? 

MR.  KELLY:  No,  sir;  none  whatever. 

MR.  WOLF:  Tender  wlntse  snpeivision  is  that? 

MR,  KELIA  : Each  director  looks  after  his  own  district,  and 

they  ap]dy  to  him,  and  he  investigates  the  case  when  they  conn*  to 
him. 

MR.  WOLF:  Yon  handle  no  money  at  all? 

MR.  Kf,LL\  : Only  what  I receive  fi'om  the  jo'odnce  sold  off  the 

farm,  and  that  is  tinned  in  to  the  treasurer  at  each  board  meeting. 

GEORGE  K.  HOFF,  heretofore  swoi-n,  recalled. 

MR.  WOLF:  Is  thei-e  any  apjiortionment  among  the  different  di- 

rectors of  the  amount  which  each  one  mav  expend  on  outside  relief'^ 

MR.  HOFF:  Do  yon  mean  a specific  sum? 

MR.  WOLF:  I mean  are  they  limited  as  to  the  amount  that  each 

one  may  expend  in  that  way? 

MR.  HOFF:  No,  I would  tell  yon  if  it  was.  We  have  been  trying 

to  get  that  straightened  out  for  quite  a while,  but  is  is  a difficult  mab 
ter  to  straighten  lhat.  In  Frankford  there  are  a great  many  people 
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to  be  looked  after,  and  of  course  the}’  have  got  to  have  a little  some- 
thing to  keep  them  onl  of  the  poor  house,  and  of  course  their  bills 
in  Frankford  and  Tacon.v  wonld  be  larger  Ilian  they  would  be  up 
above. 

Mil.  M'ULF:  t\'hat  is  there  To  limit  the  amonnt  that  any  director 

might  spend  that  way? 

MR.  I [OFF:  ^^'e  have  rejiorts  and  one  form,  and  the  idea  about 

the  thing  is  not  to  get  in — 

MR.  ^VOLF:  Do  yon  aj)]»ro]»riate  a specitic  amonnt  at  yonr  meet- 

ings to  be  spent  by  all  the  directors  for  a monlh? 

MR.  lloFF:  We  do  not. 

MR.  WOLF:  Wonld  there  be  anything  to  jirevent  any  one  director 

from  incniring  an  ex[»ense  which  the  jioor  house  couldn't  meet? 

MR.  HOFF:  Yes,  sir. 

MR.  AVOLF:  What? 

AIR.  HOFF:  For  the  simple  reason  that  it  is  very  seldom  that 
it  will  get  over  two  dollars  a week  to  any  ])erson. 

AIR.  WOLF:  Is  there  anything  else  to  ]»revent  tliein? 

AIR.  HOFF:  There  is  an  nnderstanding,  but  a person  can  do 

things  that  yon  don’t  expect  them  to  do. 

AIR.  WOLF:  Do  they  get  the  money  first,  or  spend  it  and  then  ask 

for  the  money  from  the  board? 

AIR.  HOFF:  It  is  given  in  orders — orders  on  the  stores.  A per- 

son coming  into  distress  for  outside  relief  he  gets  an  order  for  things, 
and  then  the  store-keejiers  are  instructed  by  all  the  directors,  T su]i- 
pose;  I know  they  are  by  myself,  to  give  them  victuals  which  will  last 
them  the  longest,  and  they  are  not  to  get  anything  like  forty-five 
cents  a pound  for  coffee,  and  things  like  that. 

AIR.  W(4LF:  Is  there  any  restriction  as  to  which  jiarticnlar 

dealei-s  shall  be  given  orders? 

AIK.  HOFF:  No,  sir.  It  is  in  the  discretion  of  the  directors  — 

wherever  they  can  do  the  best — they  are  sort  of  ajiart,  and  then  these 
orders  come  in  over  every  day,  and  the  bills  are  handed  to  the  di- 
rectors and  an  order  is  drawn,  and  there  is  no  money  paid  except 
on  the  treasurer's  check. 

AIR.  M’OLF:  The  minutes  will  show  the  amount  thus  given  on 

the  order  of  each  particular  director  during  each  j)articnlar  month? 

AIR.  HOFF:  Yes,  sir;  it  is  on  the  books. 

(Air.  Hoff  was  thereupon  excused  and  retired.) 
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K()XP>01{OU(iII  TOOK  1U)AKD. 


NATHAN  L.  -lONEt^,  failed,  sworn  by  the  (’liaii man,  and  ex- 
amined as  follows: 


.MK.  WOLF: 
:\IK.  JONES: 
:MR.  WOLF: 
P>oaid? 


What  is  yonr  residence? 
oi;:)!)  Pidjie  Aveiine,  Hoxboronjih. 

You  are  the  i»resident  of  Hie  Koxborongli  Poor 


mi.  JONES:  I am. 

:\IK.  WOLF:  And  have  been  since  when? 


^IR.  JONES:  For  three  years. 

MR.  WOLF:  When  last  were  yon  re-elected  as  ])resident  of  the 

Board  ? 


MR.  JONES:  In  [March  IblO. 

[MR.  WOLF:  Just  tell  the  comiiosition  of  yonr  board  and  who  the 

officers  are? 

[MR.  JONES:  [Myself  as  ]iresident,  Harry  A.  .Markley,  treasurer, 

and  William  Fmsted,  secretary. 

MR.  WOLF:  Are  thei-e  only  three  members  of  the  board,  [Mr. 


Jones? 

[MR.  JONES:  Three  members  of  board,  that  is  all,  sir. 

[MR.  WOLF:  How  often  do  yon  meet? 

[MR.  JONES:  The  second  Thursday  of  each  month. 

[MR.  WOLF:  Yon  have  a ]»oor  house  located  where? 

MR.  JONES:  East  Shawmont  Avenue,  Roxborongh. 

[MR.  WOLF:  Y'onr  relief  is  that  furnished  in  the  poor  house  and 

that  called  outside  relief? 

[MR.  JONES:  Yes,  sir. 

MR.  WOLF:  How  is  the  outside  relief  administered? 

MR.  JONES:  By  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  township  of  Rox- 

borough  has  a population  of  about  twenty-hve  to  twenty-seven  thou- 
sand. 

MR.  WOLF:  What  wards  does  it  comprise? 

MR.  JONES:  Part  of  the  twenty-first,  and  Manayunk  is  the  boun- 

dary line,  and  the  district  is  divided  into  three  sections;  [Mr.  Mark- 
ley  takes  one,  Mr.  Fmsted  one,  and  myself  the  other. 

MR.  WOLF:  How  is  the  relief  administered  by  those  gentlemen? 

MR.  JONES:  You  mean  as  to  ai)]dication,  and  so  forth,  sir? 

[MR.  WOLF:  YMs. 

MR.  JONES:  Persons  in  distress  apply  to  the  overseers  of  the 

poor  and  after  an  investigation  the  overseers  give  them  an  order  on 
the  various  grocery  stores  in  their  district. 

MR.  WOLF:  Is  there  any  a}»portionment  of  the  money  to  be  spent 

among  the  three  members? 


]\[R.  -lOXES:  Xn.  I'or  this  reason,  iiial  iny  own  district  will  have 

two-llii]  (Is  of  the  entil  e ward. 

MI\.  t\()LE:  Do  ex[)cnditnres  have  to  he  a])])roved  by  the  board 

at  its  meetings? 

.MK.  JONES:  Every  month,  yes,  sir. 

.MR.  tVOLE:  fb.w? 

i\IK.  JONES:  The  orders  issued  are  presented  with  the  grocery 

bills  every  month  and  the  bills  are  not  jiaid  until  signed  by  the  sec 
retary  and  jn'esident  and  cheeks  sent  ont  by  ihe  tieasnreic 

i\rR.  WOLF:  ^^Tlat  is  the  method  of  admitting  to  the  ]»oor  house 

itself? 

]\rR.  JONES:  The  a]>]dicant  will  make  a];]dicalion  to  one  of  the 

members  of  the  board  of  directors  and  they  investigaie  the  case,  ami 
if  found  worthy  of  admission  they  will  receive  a letter  from  that  di- 
rector admitting  them  to  the  instiintion,  witli  the  age,  nationality 
and  I'eligion  attached  to  the  letter. 

iMK.  WOLE:  I assnme  there  is  no  discrimination  made  for  atiy 

reasons? 

?JR.  JONES:  Not  in  the  least.  Thei-e  is  no  discrimination  made 

either  in  jadilics  or  religion.  In  the  outdoor  relief  two  years  ago  we 
had  a very  severe  jtanic  and  the  factories  were  closed,  and  while  the 
members  of  the  board  were  composed  of  iirotestants  ninety-thi'ee  per 
cent,  of  those  receiving  relief  were  catholics,  and  the  board  is  rnn  for 
charity  and  charity  alone. 

^IR.  WOLE:  Do  the  admissions  to  the  ])oor  house  have  to  be  ap- 

]»i'oved  by  the  dii-eetors  at  their  meetings? 

MR.  JONES:  Yes  and  no.  They  are  all  admitted  once  a month, 

and  then  admitted  snbject  to  a])proval. 

^IR.  WOLE:  Have  yon  a jointed  form  of  ajtjdication ? 

:\rR.  JONES:  AVe  have. 

.MR.  AAT)LE:  How  much  land  have  yon? 

MR.  JONES:  Eorty  acres,  abont. 

MR.  AVOLE:  Have  yon  any  idea  of  the  jn’esent  value  of  yonr  j>rop- 

erty  ? 

AIR.  JONES:  I should  sa\'  onr  institution  is  woi-th  |50,00tl.  The 

gronnd  is  worth  pi-obably  one  thousand  dollars  an  acre  and  the  build- 
ing fit), 000  I should  judge.  Of  course  building  oj)erations  are  a little 
more  exj)ensive  than  formerly. 

AIR.  AA'OLE:  How  many  could  you  accommodate? 

AIR.  JONES:  Sixty-five  to  seventy. 

AIR.  AA'OLE:  How  many  are  there  now? 

AIR.  JONES:  Eighteen,  efjually  divided  between  men  and  women. 

AIR.  AVOLE:  AATiat  jtroportion  of  your  expenditure  goes  for  out- 

door relief  and  what  for  the  sujiport  of  your  jxior  house? 
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]\rTi.  JONES:  Tliat  (luestion  could  he  better  answered  lij  the  sec- 

retary, but  we  have  in  Blockley  at  tlie  preseul  time  seven,  and  we 
liave  in  Norristown  eleven;  we  pay  Jihickhw  one  dollar  and  seventy- 
five  cents  a week  and  at  Norristown  oin*  (hdlar  and  seventy-live  cenis 
for  ten  ]>er  week  each  and  live  dollars  lor  one,  which  is  an  alcolnd 
case,  that  is  special  treatment. 

Mil.  ^^'OJJF;  Have  yon  a printed  repoi  t? 

MT\.  JONES;  The  secretary  has  the  printed  lejiort. 

(Mr.  Jones  was  thereupon  excused  and  retired). 

^^MLLIAAl  tv.  UtlSTl']]),  called,  sworn  by  the  ('hairnian,  and  ex- 
amined as  follows; 

MR.  WOLF;  tVhere  do  you  live? 

MR.  UtlSTED;  tVissahickon  ..V venue  and  Lincoln  lirive.  Twenty- 
first  ward. 

MR.  WOLF;  You  are  tlie  secretary  of  the  Roxliorough  Poor 
Board  ? 

.MR.  rtlSTED;  Yes. 

tlR.  tYOLF;  And  have  been  since  when? 

mi.  UtrSTED:  18*19,  April  1st. 

IMR.  WOLF;  Do  you  keep  the  minutes  of  the  Poor  P.oard? 

.MR.  UtrSTED:  T d(  I,  yes. 

MR.  tYOLF;  Did  you  bring  them  with  you? 

MR.  FtlSTED:  Yes.  sir;  t Ixioks  ju-odticed  by  the  witness  and  sui>- 

mitted  to  the  committee). 

.MR.  tVOLF;  This  minute  book  inns  from  when? 

MR.  I’MSTED;  From  1900  to  the  [vresenl  time. 

MR.  Y'OLF;  .Vt  the  meetings  the  various  bills  which  are  author- 
ized are  included  in  your  minutes? 

.MR.  FMSTED:  Yes,  sir. 

jIR.  tVOLF:  .tnd  lulls  are  paid  by  the  Treasurer  on  whose  order? 

MR.  FtlSTED;  Order  of  the  presi<lent  and  secretarv  on  orders. 

MR.  tVOLF;  Von  sign  the  orders  as  well  as  the  ])resident? 

.MR.  FOISTED;  Yes,  sir;  the  checks  and  orders  coirespoiid. 

.MR.  IVOLF:  In  what  bank  do  you  keei)  your  funds? 

MR.  FIMSTED:  IManayuuk  Rank. 

.MR.  lYOLF:  In  what  name? 

MR.  U^IHTED:  1 suppose  the  Poor  Boai-d.  1 will  ask  him. 

?MR.  lYOLF;  Have  you  a copy  of  your  printed  i-e]»ort? 

MR.  TAINTED:  Tt  is  all  in  there.  (Indicating  minute  book  here- 

tofore produced  I . The  last  one  is  last  IMarch.  (Copies  of  the 
printed  report  of  the  treasurer  are  pasted  in  the  minute  book). 

SENATOR  McConnell : That  contains  the  farm  products  and 

the  value  of  them? 
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]\rTk.  T'MSTED:  Yes,  and  the  receipts  I'roin  the  farm. 

.tnt.  tt'OLF:  Wliat  rate  do  .yon  collect  from  the  real  estate? 

.MU.  I'lMSTEf):  We  have  city  rates,  snrhnihan  and  farm. 

.MR.  WOLF;  Mow  many  cents  per  hundred? 

MR.  FMSTEl):  I think  ahonl  live  cents. 

MR.  tVOLF:  Do  yon  know  how  the  money  is  collected? 

IMR.  UMt^TJM):  Yes. 

MU.  M’OLF:  Mow? 

MR.  FiMSTEI):  Hy  the  tax  receivers  of  IMiiladelphia,  sir,  that  is 

how. 

•MR.  ttdtljF:  Von  don't  have  local  tax  collectors? 

.MR.  F.MSTIMD  No,  sir;  In'  collects  our  taxes,  and  then  I go  there 
and  get  a warrant  with  the  receipt  for  it  at  the  ( 'hiel  Clerk  of  the  tax 
oft  ice. 

IMR.  WOLF:  .\s  I understand  from  .Mr.  Uowker  the  i»oor  tax  in 

Roxhorongli  is  coilected  hy  the  City  and  then  an  appro])rial ion  is 
made  hy  Councils  to  the  Receiver  of  Taxes,  which  enables  him  to 
jiav  over  to  .\-our  hoai'd  the  anionul  which  has  heen  collected  from 
Roxhorongh  ? 

MR.  F.MST1<]D:  N'o.  Council  don't  make  any  appropriation,  1 go 

every  year  and  draw'  it. 

MR.  tV(>LF:  If  yon  will  notic(',  Mr.  Rowker,  h.y  reference  to  the 

act  of  Itiih  of  Ma.v,  1878 — 

MR.  HOtVKER:  This  one  and  the  C.ei  inantow  n was  incorporated 

under  the  same  piovision  — 

MR.  tt’OIjF:  (Continning)  Ihimphlet  laiw’  18r);>,  yon  will  lind  it 

is  (-(dlected  in  that  way. 

MR.  M’OLF;  At'hen  do  yon  gel  yonr  money  from  the  cit.v? 

.MR.  F.MSTFD:  .Vhont  Fehrnary.  The.v  are  making  np  the  dupli- 

cate hook  now'. 

(.Mr.  Cmsted  was  thereupon  excused  and  retired). 

N.VTH.\X  li.  JONM'IS,  heretofore  sworn,  recalled. 

(MR.  M'OLF:  tVhat  is  the  rate  for  yonr  pool-  house? 

.MR.  .TONES:  Five  per  cent,  on  full  city  assessments,  two  and  a 

half  on  farm,  and  thiee  and  a third  on  snhurhan. 

IMR.  “WOLF:  Is  the  i-ate  constant  or  does  it  vary? 

(MR.  JONES:  Constant,  it  is  the  rate  established  hy  Council,  and 

the  city  collects  it  for  us  and  turns  it  over  to  ns. 

SEN.4TOU  rdcCONNETTv:  .Vnd  you  are  not  obliged  to  pay  any- 

thing for  the  collection  of  the  taxes? 

MU.  .JONES:  That  is  all.  , 

TTTE  CI1.V1UJI.\N;  It  is  just  handed  over  to  yon  net?  i 

IMR.  .TONES:  That  is  all. 

SENATOR  VAUkE  Mdio  turns  it  over,  the  Receiver  of  Taxes? 
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ME.  JONES:  . The  Keeeiver  nf  Taxes. 

(Ml’.  Jones  Avas  tliei-eii|ioii  excused  and  letiied). 

JOHN  JHvOOKLEY,  called,  sworn  by  the  Chairnian,  and  examined 
as  folloAvs: 

MR.  WOLF:  You  reside  at  and  are  the  su]ierintendent  of  the  Rox- 

borough  Poor  TTonse? 

MR.  BltOOKLEY:  Yes,  sir. 

MR.  WOLF:  Hoav  long  liave  yon  been  supei-intendent ? 

MR.  BROOKLEY:  Nine  years. 

l\rR.  WOLF:  What  salary  do  you  receiA’e? 

iMR.  BROOKLEY:  Four  liundred  and  twenty-ti\a‘  dollai'S  a year. 

MR.  WOLF:  Yonr  A\ife  is  the  matron? 

]\rR.  BROOKLEY:  I\Iy  Avife  is  the  matron. 

MR.  WOLF:  She  receiA’es  Avliat  salary? 

iMR.  BROOKLEY:  One  hundred  dollars  a yeai'. 

MR.  WOLF:  Just  give  ns  a brief  desci-iption  of  the  jioor  house  it- 

self and  hoAv  many  stories  it  is? 

MR.  BROOKLEY:  Four  stories,  stone  building,  and  it  has  got 

tAventy-three  rooms. 

MR.  WOLF:  Hoav  many  ]»eo]de  can  it  accommodate? 

MR.  BROOKLEl  : *Vbont  sixty-tiAay  someAA'heres  around  (here. 

MR.  WOLF:  E(inally  divided  betAveen  men  and  Avomen?  Are 

yonr  accommodations  for  men  and  Avomeii  equal? 

MR.  BROOKLEY:  Yes,  .sir. 

1\IR.  WOLF:  Hoav  many  are  there  hoav? 

MR.  BROOKLEY:  Eighteen  altogether. 

MR.  WOLF:  Hoav  many  men  and  Iioav  main-  AvoJiien? 

IMR.  BROOKLEY:  Nine  men  and  nine  Avoimm. 

MR.  AVOLF:  AA  hat  is  tlie  maximum  nnndier  of  inmates  that  yon 

luiAm  had  in  your  time? 

MR.  BROOKLEA":  Eighteen  has  Iteen  the  highest. 

AfR.  WOLF:  Any  less? 

AIR.  BROOKLEA^ : There  liave  been  as  Ioav  as  ten. 

AIR.  AA^OLF:  AAJiat  is  the  aAmrage  age  of  the  men? 

AIR.  BROOKLEY:  AYell,  they  are  from  sixty-tAvo  to  eightv-eight. 

AfR.  AA^OLF:  AAJiat  is  the  average  of  yonr  Avomen? 

AIR.  BROOKLEY:  Fifty-five  to  eighty-eight. 

AfR.  AA'^OLF:  AA’hat  proporti<  n of  the  men  AA’ork? 

AIR.  BROOKLl'lA  : There  are  only  Iaa'o  AA’orking. 

AfR.  AA'OLF:  AAJiat  work  is  there  for  them  to  do? 

AfR.  BROOKLEA":  Sift  ashes  and  Avork  around  on  the  farm,  and 

help  to  collect  corn  and  ]>ick  potatoes — anything.  They  help  ad 
around. 

MR.  WOLF:  Do  you  raise  enough  produce  to  supply  your  house? 
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ME.  BIJOOKLEY;  Oh,  ves. 
iME.  Mh)LF;  More  than  enough? 

MR.  BROOKLEY;  Yes,  1 sell  a lot. 

.MR.  M"OLE:  You  aclinit  the  inmates  on  ordei'S  from  the  directors? 

MR.  BROOKLEY:  Yes. 

MR.  M'OLF:  Do  von  keep  any  recoi-d  of  the  inmates? 

jMR.  BROOKLEY:  l>s,  sir. 

MR.  MhtIfF:  Have  yon  a permaneni  register? 

MR.  BROOKLEY:  Yes,  s'!!*. 

MR.  WOLF:  ttliowing  Avliat? 

MR.  BJtonKLI'iY:  I don't  know.  1 don't  attend  to  the  books  at 

all.  My  'wife  attends  to  that. 

MR.  ^YOLF:  Dow  do  yon  gel  yonr  snp|dies? 

iMR.  BRttoKLEY:  ^^Y‘  go  to  the  giocery  stores  and  tlie  l)iitcher 

comes  to  the  ]dace. 

i\IR.  At'OLF:  And  then  yon  ](resent  oniers? 

:\rR.  BROOKLEY:  No,  sir. 

.ADL  At'OLF:  Mow  does  the  hoaid  km»AV  what  hills  yon  have  un- 

paid ? 

i\rR.  15ROOKLFY:  d’lie  hnicher  and  tlie  grocery  men  send  tlie 

bills  I here. 

.■\HL  tt’OLF:  Do  yon  adverlise  for  l)ids  for  snpi>lying  yonr  house? 

^iR.  F.ltOOKI.FY:  Ko,  sii-. 

MR.  MhDvF:  At  any  time  during  the  year? 

>,[R.  BROOKLEY:  No,  sir. 

MR.  WOLF:  Are  yon  sure  of  that? 

MR.  15ROOKI.FY:  Not  that  I km»w  of. 

.MR.  At'OLF:  Do  yon  handle  any  money? 

.tIR.  BR(H)KI.FY:  Yes,  1 do.  f sell  the  ju-odncts  «tf  the  farm. 

SEX.VTOR  d.V.MFS:  How  much  stuff  do  yon  sell,  .Mr.  Brookley? 

.MR.  F>ROOKLFY:  1 couldn't  say. 

SENATOR  d.V.MFS:  How  much,  ajiproviinately ? 

.MR.  BROOKLEY:  .Vliont  eight  hundred  dollars  worth. 

HMr.  Brookley  was  therenjion  excused  and  retired). 

N.\TH.VN  L.  .lONFS,  heretofore  sworn,  recalled. 

IMR.  MT)LL':  Do  you  know  whether  you  advertise  for  sui»plies  for 

the  poor  house  at  the  beginning  of  the  year? 

iMR.  .JONES:  No,  they  don't  advertise  but  the  treasni-er  goes  to 

Finley  .Vcker  & Conptany  and  Tdartindale  and  gets  the  bids  from  them. 
(Mr.  .Jones  was  tlierenjion  excused  and  retired). 
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GEKMANTOWN  POOR  ROART). 

WILLIAM  MMJMvlK,  called,  sworn  by  the  Chairman,  and  ex- 
amined as  follows: 

MR.  WOLF:  Mdiat  is  wonr  residence? 

MR.  WILKIE:  54  West  Clielton  Avenue. 

MR.  AVOLE:  Yon  are  the  ])residenl  of  the  (ieiniantown  Poor 

Hoard? 

MR.  WILKIE:  Yes,  sir. 

AIR.  WOLE:  And  have  been  for  how  lono? 

AIR.  WILKIE:  Since  last  Febrnaiy. 

MR.  WOLF:  AVere  yon  connected  with  them  before  Hiat? 

AIR.  AAMLKIE:  Ko  connection  whatsoever. 

AIR.  AA'OLE:  AAdiat  wards  ai-e  covered  by  yonr  <listi'icl  ? 

AIR.  WILKIE:  Twenty  second  ward. 

AIR.  AVOLBY  Only  the  Twenty-second  AAhird? 

AIR.  AYILKIE:  Only  the  Twenty-second  AA'a rd. 

AIR.  AA’OLF:  AATll  yon  please  tell  ns  the  composition  of  yonr 

board,  who  are  on  the  l)oard? 

AIR.  AAMLKIE:  Alyself,  as  jiresident;  AAdlliam  E.  AInrphy,  Adce- 

})i"esident;  AAhdter  Howditch,  treasnier;  Thomas  d.  Finn,  Secretary; 
Directoi'S,  AA’illiam  H.  Conj)e,  Charles  Still,  dr,,  Priiuih*  Horlhwick, 
Alattliew  Adam  and  Charles  C.  Russell,  nine  of  ns. 

AIR.  AA'OLE:  AAdiere  is  yonr  jioor  house? 

AIR.  AAMLKIIY  Rittenhonse  and  Pnlaski  Avenne. 

AIR.  AAhtLEE:  How  much  gi-onnd  have  yon? 

AIR.  AVILKIE:  I a'ness  abont  twelve  acres. 

AIR.  AAT)LE:  AAdiat  do  yon  sn]»]iose  lh(‘  \aln(*  of  Ha*  ]0-o]»ei-ty  is? 

AIR.  AVILKIE:  AAdien  we  sent  a repinl  to  the  State  Hoai-d  of 

Charity  it  was  |150,000. 

AIR.  AA'OLF:  Ami  that  is  a fair*  valm*? 

AIR.  AA’ILKIE:  A fair  valm*;  it  m:iy  brinu'  nan(*  and  it  mioht 

brin**-  less. 

AIR.  AAT)LE:  V'onr  work  consists,  I snii]ios(‘,  of  i'eli(*f  in  the  ](oor 

house  and  outside? 

AIR.  AVILKIE:  VYs,  both. 

AIR.  AAd)LF:  How  is  yonr  outside  work  combicled? 

AIR.  AAMLKIE:  In  nine  jtarts,  we  hav(*  nim*  disti'icls  and  each  di- 

rector has  a district  and  a directoi-  investinat(*s  ev(*ry  case  of  the  ont- 
door  i-elief  as  it  comes  in  to  him  and  he  n’(>es  and  s(*es  that  (*veryl hinc' 
is  all  riglit  before  he  gives  any  relief,  ami  we  only  give*  r(*lief  when 
that  slij)  is  filh*d  ont.  tlhaper  indicated). 

AIR.  AA'OLE:  In  other  words,  yon  tile  an  order? 

AIR.  AAMLKIE:  They  file  a foi-ni  of  aj)])lication  before  the  relief  is 


given. 
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WOLF:  And  on  the  strength  of  tliat  form  or  application  yoii 

investigate  it? 

mi.  WJLKiE:  Yes,  sir. 

.Mil.  WttJ.F:  And  von  give  an  order? 

MK.  ^VILKIF:  Yes,  sir. 

SENATOR  McConnell:  On  vhoin? 

MR.  ^VILKIE:  (Jn  the  merchanis  in  tlie  neighliorliood  in  the  dis- 

trict. 

i\rR.  M'OLF:  And  those  orders  are  pi-esented  and  aj)proved  at 
yonr  ineelings? 

Mlh  ^^■llJvIE:  At  tlie  monthly  meetings  hy  the  Committee  on 

Accounts. 

.MR.  WOLF:  How  about  admissions  to  the  ]>oor  house? 

MR.  ^^'ILK1E:  That  is  alt  the  same,  it  lias  to  be  tilled  up — that 

is  an  a]»]>lica  I ion — and  tlie  order  given. 

MR.  AYOLF:  1 >o  yon  know  what  proportion  of  yonr  money  is 

sjient  for  indoor  relief  and  what  projiortion  for  outdoor? 

MR.  WILKIE:  No,  1 haven't  gone  so  deep  into  that. 

MR.  ^^'()!iF:  Is  there  any  limitation  jmt  on  the  amount  of  the  or- 

ders which  may  be  given  by  any  ]iariicnlar  director? 

INI  R.  WILKLE:  No,  sir;  ther<'  is  no  limitation.  A director  is  snp- 

]iose<l  to  use  discretion  and  not  to  use  too  much  money,  for  we  have 
to  stay  within  our  income. 

MR.  ^V()LF:  Do  yon  have  bidding  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 

for  the  su]i{)lies? 

•MR.  A'lLKTE:  (lenerally  the  merchants  s(*nd  yon  in  Itids  .so  that 

yon  can  choose  the  best  out  of  them. 

MR.  \\'()LF:  Do  you  have  competitive  bids? 

MR.  MALKIE:  Yes,  and  ev(*ry  alteration  and  everything  that  is 

done  on  the  ]ilace  is  doU(“  by  bids. 

.MR.  \\'OLF:  Rut  yon  don’t  have  bids  for  the  supply  of  your  out- 

side relief? 

.MR.  ^^^ILKIF:  No,  sir;  we  could  hardly  get  a bid  for  a dollar  or 

anything  of  that  kind  when  it  is  a case  of  e.xtreme  distress,  and  Avhen 
they  get  to  the  jioint  that  they  need  food  and  groceries  we  give  it  to 
them. 

MR.  WOLF:  IIoav  do  you  collect  your  taxes? 

-MR.  WILKIE:  Mdiy,  we  have  to  give  a tax  collector  five  per  cent, 

on  the  amount  collected. 

.AIR.  WOLF:  And  the  deliminent  tax  collector? 

MR.  AAMLKLE:  The  collector  collects  fnm  per  cent,  on  the  taxes. 

.MR.  AYOLF:  And  how  about  the  delinquents? 

AIR.  AYlTJvTE:  He  collects  the  delinquent  and  gets  twenty-five 

per  cent,  but  we  liaA’e  a jienalty  of  forty  per  cent,  on  all  delinquents. 

AIR.  WOLF:  A'on  are  sure  that  the  tax  collector  gets  five  per  cent? 
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MK.  WILKIE:  He  gets  seven. 

MIL  WOLF:  Is  that  rate  variable  or  tixed? 

MIL  WILKIE:  The  same  this  year  as  it  was  last  year. 

MIL  WOLF:  Ilow  do  you  know  what  the  assessed  value  is  on 

which  the  tax  is  collected.’’  i k 

MIL  tv  ILK  IE:  tt'e  prepare  a book  and  compare  it  with  llie  book 

in  the  City  Hall,  and  that  is  where  we  get  our  inlorimu;ou  ; the  assess- 
ors fix  the  valuation  and  the  tax  collector  has  io  have  an  otfice  where 
it  is  convenient  to  receive  the  taxes,  and  he  i)ays  everything  otit  of 
that  percentage — he  rents  his  own  ollice  and  ever\  thing. 

SENAT()K  t'AKE:  He  rents  his  own  building  and  pays  every- 

thing himself? 

MIL  WILKIE:  Yes. 

SENxVTOR  VAKE:  You  are  elected  for  one  year? 

yilL  WILKIE:  Three  years. 

t^EKATOE  tlcCOKNELL:  You  are  elected  president  for  one 

year  ? 

MIL  WILKIE:  Yes,  sir. 

MIL  tVOLF:  But  a director  for  three  years? 

MIL  tV I LK 1 E : For  three  years. 

(Mr.  Wilkie  was  thereujioii  excused  and  retired). 

WALTER  BOWHITCH,  called,  sworn  by  the  Chairman,  and  ex- 
amined as  follows: 

MIL  WOLF:  What  is  your  residence? 

T>IR.  BOWHITCH:  423  High  tstrt'e.t,  Oermantown. 

MIL  WOLF:  You  are  the  treasurer  of  the  Oermantown  Poor 

Board  ? 

MIL  BOWHITCH:  Yes,  sir. 

MIL  WOLF:  And  have  been  so  since  when? 

:\I1L  BOWHITCH:  Since  last  February. 

MIL  A'OLF:  The  financial  management  of  the  institution  is  under 

your  supervision? 

*MR.  BOWHITCH  : 1 just  keep  a book  of  each  fund  as  it  comes  in. 

MIL  WOLF:  How  far  back  does  that  record  go? 

MIL  BOWHITCH:  Ahout  three  ye;irs,  hut  that  is  only  for  my 

term  that  I know  about. 

MR.  WOLF:  .Mr.  Bowditch,  you  heard  what  i\Ir.  Wilkie  said  about 

the  collection  of  your  taxes? 

MR.  BOWHITCH:  Yes. 

MR.  WOLF:  Can  you  add  anything  to  that? 

yilL  BOWHITCH:  No,  sir. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  How  much  does  it  cost  you  to  collect  your 

tax  in  round  figures? 

jMIL  BOWHITCH:  That  is  something  1 couldn't  tell  you. 

‘> 

O 
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SENATOR  VARE: 
I think  it  is. 

THE  CTIAHEMAN: 
MR.  P>()\VI»1TCH: 
THE  CHAIRMAN; 
MR.  BOW  DITCH; 
lieu  them. 


Someiliing  about  two  thousand  dollars  a year 

They  are  obligalory? 

In  whal  way? 

They  liave  to  l>e  paid? 

Yes,  but  there  are  some  tliat  you  couldn’t 


THE  CHAlRjMAN;  About  ninety  per  cent,  of  your  taxes  comes 
in  voluntarily? 

tMR.  BOWIHTCH;  Yes,  sir.  This  mnv  tax  collector  has  an  ottice 
where  it  is  conveiiieiit  for  jK-ojile  to  come,  and  In*  takes  out  of  his 
jtocket  stami»ed  envelopes,  and  from  this  on  if  he  is  tax  collect<»r  there 
will  be  vei'3'  little  delimiuemy. 

SENATOR  ^'AltE;  This  lax  colleclor  furnishes  the  ]>eo]de  with 
an  oftice  where  they  can  go  and  pay  their  taxes  in  the  heart  of  Oer- 
mantoAvn  on  The  Main  Street. 

THE  CHAlItMAN;  But  it  strikes  mo  as  being  ratlun-  an  exces- 
sive charge.  I don’t  think  so  nnicli  <d’  the  live  pei'  cent,  as  I do  of 
the  twenty-tive  j»ei-  cent,  because  it  is  an  awful  rale  to  ]>ay. 

1\IR.  BOWDITCH;  Answering  that  (piestion,  we  have  ]>aid  five 
]>er  cent,  once  when  the  Republican  ( trganizai  ion  lost  control  of  the 
Board,  we  then  had  ihe  City  jtarly  and  llu*  lax  was  lowertal  on  the  col- 
lecdon  ul'  the  tax  to  five  ]»er  cent,  and  it  was  rtiised  again  to  seven  ])er 
cent. 

THE  CHAIRMAN;  Before  they  won  out? 

IMR.  BOWDITCH  ; Yes,  sir. 

THE  CHAIRMAN;  Them  that  doesn't  ]»ractically  demonstrate 
tinything. 

IMR.  ERIEL;  Assuming  that  a jiroperty  is  worth  about  two  thon- 
stind  dollars,  which  w<mld  be  about  Ihe  average  run,  and  that  the 
amount  of  the  tax  woidd  be  one  dollar,  now  supposing  the  tax  col- 
lector has  several  hundreds  of  those  to  collect,  you  can  just  imagine 
how  often  he  has  to  go  l)ack  to  that  ])lace  for  the  ])ur]jose  of  collect- 
ing one  dollar,  and  he  makes  twenty-tive  ]>er  cent,  on  that. 

SENATOR  McConnell;  Do  yon  add  a ].enalty? 

:\IR.  BOWDITCH;  Yes,  sir;  f.n-ly  per  cent. 

SENATOR  VARE;  AVho  is  the  delimpient  tax  collector? 

AIR.  BOWDITCH;  D.  J.  YlcCarthy.' 

SENATOR  VAllK:  AYhat  bu.siness  has  he? 

MR.  BOWDITCH  ; I believe  that  is  all  he  does  at  the  ])resent  time. 
He  was  a milkman. 

AIR.  AA'OLFE;  AAdiat  is  Ihe  name  of  the  ]>resent  tax  collector? 

AIR.  BOAYDITCH;  Thomas  F.  AYatsoii,  Haines  Street  and  Ger 
mantown  Avenue. 

AIR.  AA'OLF;  A^ou  furnish  a bond? 
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3rK.  ) W I)  I TCn  : Yes,  sir. 

MK.  ^\'()LF:  111  what  amouut? 

.MK.  JiOWDITCH:  Tweiitv-live  limidred  dollars. 

MK.  WOLF:  You  are  sure  it  is  ai)i»roved  hy  the  P>oard? 

MIL  BOWDITCH  : Yes,  sir. 

MIL  ^\'()LF:  Are  any  of  the  directors  ]iai<l  a salaiw? 

MIL  BOWDITOil  : 1 get  a salary  as  treasurer. 

tMIL  tVOLF:  What  is  the  salary? 

i\IIL  JtOAVhITOM  : One  hnndred  and  titty  dollars. 

.AlIL  WOLF:  A year? 

i\I  IL  P.(  )W1  )1TCH  : Yes,  sir. 

tMlL  tt'OLF:  In  what  name  is  the  fund  de]iosi!(*d? 

jUL  P>0\\'I>IT(’n  : In  the  name  <d’  the  .Managers  for  the  Relief 

and  FmjdoymenI  of  tlie  Poor  of  the  townshiji  <d’  < lermanlow  ii,  in  the 
Oermantown  National  Rank. 

(.Mi-.  Powditch  snhmits  for  the  information  of  the  Committee  a 
jn'inted  pamjihlet  of  the  Afanagers  for  the  Reliel  and  Iviiiphtyunuit  <d 
the  jioor  (d‘  the  townshij)  of  Oermantown,  for  the  year  1!»0!),  and 
marked  ‘•F.xhihil  No.  3,''  for  identitication  i . 

AIR.  WOI.F:  From  how  many  pieces  of  projterly  is  yonr  ta.\  col- 

lected ? 

AIR.  POWDITCMl:  Fiom  forty  thousand  ]>ieces  of  property. 

AIR.  WOLF:  A"ou  jmhlish  a primed  statiMiient  of  your  tinancial 

transactions  during  the  year? 

AIR.  ItOWDITCH  : A'es,  T think  it  is  in  the  hook,  t Indicating,  i 

AIR.  AVOLF:  This  is  the  hook  for  P.tOt),  is  that  correct? 

AIR.  POWDITCH  : Ho  far  as  I know,  yes,  that  is  coia-ect. 

AIR.  AA’OLF:  Has  the  statement  for  PHO  heen  ]>i(‘pared  yet? 

AIR.  POAVDITCH:  Not  yet. 

AIR.  AA'OLF:  AAdien  are  the  hooks  audited  for  th(>  purpose  of  pre- 

j)aring  that  statement? 

AIR.  Pt)AA'I)ITCH:  In  February. 

AIR.  AATlLF:  Have  you  woi-ki'd  out  any  tigures  which  will  show 

the  average  cost  per  inmate  for  suiiport. 

AIR.  POAA’DITCH:  A'ou  will  see  ihat  in  that  lejiort  lo  llie  Htate 

Hoard  of  Chaidty. 

SENATOR  -lAAlES:  AAdio  apiioints  the  audilois  and  how  do  you 

audit  and  settle  yonr  accounts? 

AIR.  FRTEL:  There  is  an  act  of  Assembly  providing  for  I he  method 

hy  which  the  auditors  are  elected  and  the  duties  ari*  detiued  l*v  the 
Act  of  1905,  and  there  were  two  acts,  one  an  act  to  make  the  Acts  of 
Assembly  relating  to  the  auditors  to  tpiply  to  incorjiorated  poor  dis- 
tricts, and  therid'ore  the  Act  of  Assemldy,  which  you  will  find  on  jiage 
392,  a]tplies  to  this,  and  yon  can  see  jnst  how  comprelnmsii'e  and  thor- 
ough an  audit  must  he  to  comply  with  that. 
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TEE  CEAIK^rAN:  Were  you  tlie  tveasurer  of  this  board  when 

tliere  was  a l)iil  up  at  Earrislnirg  two  years  ago,  which  was  intro- 
duced to  aholisli  tiie  j>oor  liouse? 

MK.  1)( )\\'])ITr.n  : No,  sir;  at  !ha1  time  I was  in  daiiiaica  and  I 

wasn’t  the  treasurer  at  tliat  time  to  the  best  f)t  iiiy  knowledge. 

TEE  CEAnti\LVN : You  wei  e not  ? 

MK.  BOMEtlTCE:  No,  sir;  1 wasn't.  I was  i)receding  that. 

(Mr.  Bowditch  was  tliereupon  excused  and  retired). 

JAjMES  J.  FINN,  called,  sworn  by  tlie  Chairman,  and  examined  as 
follows: 


MK.  MOLE: 
MK.  FINN: 
MK.  AVOLF: 
Board  ? 

MK.  FINN: 
I\IK.  AVOLF: 
MK.  FINN: 
I\IK.  AVOLF: 
MK.  FINN: 


AAdiat  is  your  i-esidetice? 

840  East  Armat  Street,  Oermaiitown. 

A^ou  ai-e  the  secretary  of  the  Germantown  Poor 

AVs,  sir. 

And  have  been  since  when? 

February,  1910, 

You  are  also  one  of  the  directors  of  that  board? 

A'es,  sir. 


.AIK.  AVOLF: 
.AIK.  FINN: 
AIK.  AA^OLF: 
MK.  FINN: 
AIK.  AVOLF: 
AIK.  FINN: 


Abm  keep  the  minutes  of  the  meetings? 

A'es,  sir. 

In  a minute  book? 

A"es,  sir. 

Have  you  got  it  here? 

A"o,  sir;  l)ecause  I did  not  understand  that  3'on  would 
want  it,  but  1 will  delivei*  it  at  any  jdace  you  want. 

MK.  AA'OLF:  That  contains  a correct  account  of  the  meetings? 

AIK.  FINN:  AVs,  sir. 

AIK.  AA^riLF:  And  it  runs  back  from  what  time? 

AIK.  FINN:  For  years,  but  of  cotirse  from  February,  1910,  is  my 


beginning. 


SENAT()K  A"AKE:  That  is  the  book  yon  have  on  the  table  up 

there? 

AIK.  FINN:  AVs,  sir. 

SENATOK  AfcCONNELL:  AAdio  was  secretary  of  the  Board  in 

1909? 

AIK.  FINN : S.  Alendelson  Aleehan. 

TEE  CEATKAIAN:  AVho  was  counsel  of  the  Poor  Board  in  1908? 

AIK.  FINN:  Paul  Eeilly. 

AIK.  AA’OLF:  How  often  does  your  board  meet? 

AIR.  FINN : The  last  AA^ednesday  of  the  month. 

AIR.  AA^OLF:  AATiere? 

AIR.  FINN : At  the  poor  house,  located  at  the  corner  of  Ritten- 

liouse  Street  and  Pulaski  Avenue.  Our  system  of  account  is  very 
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clear,  all  bills  coiniiij'-  in  are  ^oiie  over  by  the  Coniiiiiltee  on  Acconnts, 
and  from  that  they  reacli  the  secretary,  and  the  secretary  di-aws  an 
order,  and  the  order  connlersigned  by  the  president  and  reinrned  to 
the  treasurer,  and  then  the  treasnrei-  issnes  the  check. 

(Mr.  Finn  was  thereupon  excused  and  retired). 

.lAHN  F.  KAUSFNllFKdEK,  called,  sworn  by  the  ('hairniau,  and 
examined  as  follows: 

WOLF:  Yon  reside  at  and  are  the  snperintendeni  of  the  Oer- 

mantown  Poor  TIonse? 

IMH.  FATTSENP.EFGFK:  Yes,  sir. 

MTL  WOLF:  Where  is  it  located? 

MR.  RAUSENBERGER:  Rittenhonse  and  I’nlaski  Avenue,  Ger- 

mantown. 

MR.  ^YOLF:  Give  ns  a description  of  the  house  itself? 

?tIR.  RAT’SENBERGER:  ^Yell,  the  house  is  a three-story  build- 

insr  faciiiu'  the  north  with  a winu'  on  each  end,  one  for  the  men  and  one 
for  the  women. 

iMR.  WOLF:  How  old  is  the  house? 

MR.  RAUSENBERGER:  The  original  building  was  built  in'G3 

and  the  addition  was  built  in  ’S3. 

MR.  '\YOLF:  How  luany  acres  of  land  have  yon? 

]MR.  RAFSEYBERGER:  About  twelve  acres. 

MR.  WOLF:  For  how  many  have  you  accommodations? 

INIR.  RAUSENBERGER:  M’e  conld  accommodate  one  hnndred 

and  fifty  inmates,  and  I should  say  ninety  men  and  sixty  women. 

MR.  ^yOLF:  How  many  have  yon  now? 

^IR.  RAUSENBERGER:  Seventy-two.  Forty-seven  men  and 

twenty-three  women  and  two  ( hildren. 

MR.  M’OLF:  Have  you  at  any  time  had  more  than  that? 

IMR.  RAUSENBERGER:  Yes. 

IMR.  "WOLF:  What  is  the  maximum? 

]MR.  RATTSENBERGER : The  largest  number  was  about  five  or 

six  years  ago.  That  winter  there  was  one  hnndred  and  thirty-five, 
but  from  that  time  to  the  present  it  has  simply  dwindled  down  to  the 
present  number,  seventy-two. 

IMR.  ^YOLF:  Has  there  ever  been  less  than  seventy-two? 

MR.  RAUSENBERGER:  Yes,  sir. 

^IR.  ^yOLF:  Mdiat  is  the  mininnnn? 

?ilR.  RAUSENBERGER:  T should  say  sixty-eight. 

]\IR.  M’’OLF:  How  long  have  yon  been  superintendent? 

]\IR.  RAUSENBERGER:  Ten  years. 

MR.  ^VOLF:  What  is  your  salary? 

MR.  RATTSENBERGER:  One  thousand  dollars  a year. 

MR.  WOLF:  Have  you  a matron? 
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MR.  RARSENHERCER:  Yes,  sir. 

MU.  'WOLE:  Wlial  is  lier  salary? 

MR.  RALLSENBERCER;  Three  huiidred  dcdlars. 

MR.  ^VOLE;  \\'lia1  is  (lie  average  age  o!  ymir  inmates? 

.MR.  RAT’SENBERt iER : J should  say  about  sixty-iive. 

-MB.  AVOLh’':  .Men  and  women? 

MR.  RAESENBEROER:  lAs,  sir. 

.MR.  A\'OLE;  What  jiHijiort ion  ol'  (he  men  are  eapable  of  doing 
any  work? 

MIL  RAEShE\BER(}ER:  1C  you  would  ask  them,  not  auj’,  to  be 

eandid  wilh  yon. 

THE  ('1 1 A IRIMAA : How  many  van  yaii  eoax  to  work  out  of  what 


yon  have? 

.MR.  R.VU8]'1NBER(  i ER  : Senator,  about  a dozen. 

.MR.  WOLF:  Mdiat  ran  they  do? 

.MR.  R.\USEABER<  LER : tVeed  the  garden  and  jiiek  np  truck. 

.MR.  WOLF:  Do  3011  raise  an,y  ijuantit^'  of  vegetables  .Mr.  Ran- 


seiiberger  ? 


.AIR.  ILUJShiNBEROER:  All  (he  vegetables  Ave  use,  Avith  the  ex- 

cept iim  of  jiotatoes,  we  bu\'  our  potatoes. 

.MR.  AA’OLF:  Is  there  an,\  other  Avm-k  than  the  gardening  that  the 

men  can  do? 

.MR.  R.VFSENBEROhlR:  Chooj)  wood  or  AAdiite  Avash,  or  clean 

an  mud,  oc  anything  that  Ave  can  get  (hem  to  do. 

MR.  WOLF:  Hoav  about  the  Avomen? 

.MR.  R.VFSENBEROER : They  are  generally  unable  to  do  aiiA^- 


thing? 


SENATOR  .McCON.XELL:  They  are  generally  too  old? 

MR.  RAESENBEROER:  Yes,  sir. 

AIR.  AVOLF:  Do  the  relatives  of  any  of  your  inmates  contribute 

to  (heir  sujiport  ? 


AIR.  JtAESENBERtjER : I knoAv  of  only  one. 

.AIR.  AA'OLF:  T*o  von  sell  any  of  your  produce? 


AIR.  RAESENBEROER:  No,  sir. 

Tllhi  C11.VIRAI.\N:  In  your  exjierience  as  sniierintendent  of  the 

])oor  house  don't  yon  find  that  after  they  get  in  there  that  they  try 
to  get  awa\’  from  them — the  relatives? 

AIR.  R.AESENBEROER : Y"es,  children  Avill  desert  parents  and 

parents  desert  children. 

THE  CH.AIRALAN:  Don't  you  think  in  your  opinion,  as  the  super- 

intendent id'  a ]H)or  house  of  this  kind,  that  some  measure  should  be 
adopted  to  comjiel  these  jieople  to  care  for  their  parents? 

AIR.  R.AESENBEROER:  A'es,  sir;  aa’c  have  Liaa^s  for  that,  but  it 

doesn’t  seem  to  helj)  in  the  matter  at  all. 
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THE  CHAIEMAN:  Tliere  are  laws,  but  do  you  tiiiiik  the  laws 

are  far-reaching  enough? 

ME.  EAl^SEABEEGEE:  No,  sir;  they  are  not.  There  are  cer- 

tain intluences  brought  to  bear  that  yon  drop  it ; it  is  a hard  question 
to  solve. 

SENATOE  JAME!^;  As  a matter  of  fact,  when  a man  enters  a 
poor  honse  doesn’t  it  create  a cvonderful  change  in  him  and  doesn’t 
he  lose  all  ambition  to  work? 

ME.  EAUSENEEEGEE  : Yes,  sir. 

SENATOE  JAMES;  And  even  if  he  is  strong  enough  doesn’t  lie 
say  that  he  is  not  fit  to  work  and  quit? 

ME.  EAUSENBEEGEE:  Yes,  sir. 

THE  CHAIEMAN;  And  a man  will  give  np  quicker  than  a wo- 
man ? 

ME.  EAUSENBEEGEE : Yes,  sir;  every  time,  and  a woman  can 

find  employment  and  wipe  dishes  and  pare  potatoes,  and  answer  the 
door  bells;  and  a man,  if  yon  get  him  to  sift  ashes,  and  do  all  he  can 
do  in  a half  an  hour,  that  is  all  he  will  want  to  do. 

(Mr.  Eansenberger  was  thereupon  excnsed  and  retired). 

Adjourned  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chairnnm 
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:\IEETING  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  SENATE  OF  PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 


(I'ooi-  Hoard  InvestigaHon ). 


Pliiladelpliia,  Pa.,  .lannary  lOfli,  1011. 
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:\IEETINO  OF  THE  C0M:\HTTEE  of  the  senate  of  PENN- 
SYLVANIA, APPOINTED  PURSUANT  TO  RESOLUTION  OF 
APRIL  51  li,  1000. 


Philadelpliia,  Pa.,  January  10th,  1011. 

Meeting  lield  at  llie  oflice  ol  tlie  Chaii-mau,  Hon.  Clarence  IVolf, 
Em])ire  Rnilding,  Tliirteenth  and  Walnnl  St]-eets,  at  2 o’clock  P.  M. 
Tuesday  afternoon  on  the  above  date  pursuant  to  call. 

PRESENT: 

HON.  CLARENCE  'WOLF,  Philadelphia,  Chairman, 

HON.  EDWARD  F.  JAIMES,  Hazleton,  I’ennsylvania. 

HON.  WniLIAM  C.  McConnell.  Shamokin,  Pennsylvania, 
HON.  MILES  C.  ROWLAND,  Rowland,  Pennsylvania, 

ASA  RUTE,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  ^Hazleton,  Pennsylvania, 

MORRIS  WOLF,  ESQ.,  Counsel  for  the  Committee. 

MR,  ELMER  SCHLICHTER,  Secretary,  Philadelphia. 
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Of  GEliMANTOAVN  I'OOK  BOARD. 

JAMES  F.  FRIEL, 

PR  mOLE  BORTllW  ICK, 

S.  MEKDELSON  jMEEllAN, 

PAUL  REILLY. 

Of  ROXP>OROrOII  POOR  P.OARD; 

HARRY  A.  :MARKLEY,  Treiisuier, 

(J FORGE  C.  P.OWKER,  ESQ.,  Solicitor. 

HENRY  K.  FRIES,  ESi^.,  Solicitor,  Oxford  mid  Lower  Diihliii  Poor 
Board. 

DR.  JOSEPH  S.  NEFF.  Director  of  Bureau  of  Health  and  Chari- 
ties, 

DR.  HENRY  SYKES,  Chief  Resident  Physician,  Phihuleli»hia,  Gen- 
eral Hospital, 

MR.  ^YALTER  B.  BEDLOE,  diief  Clerk,  Bureau  of  Health  and 
Charities, 

MR.  SA:>[UEL  LOUGHLIN.  Su])erinetndent,  Bureau  of  Health  and 
Charities, 

1\IR.  BROMLEY  WHARTON,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Charities, 

MR.  JAIMES  F.  MORRISON,  Chief  Clerk,  Receiver  of  Taxes. 


^Meeting  called  to  order  hy  the  Chairman. 


HARRY  A MARKLEY,  called,  sworn  hy  the  Chairman,  and  ex- 
amined as  follows: 

MR.  WOLF:  Where  do  you  live? 

IMR.  MARKLEY:  Mauatawua  Avenue,  Roxhorougli. 

MR.  W(4LF:  You  are  Iho  treasurer  of  the  Roxborough  Poor 

board? 

MR.  MARKLEY:  I am. 

IMR.  WOLF:  And  have  been  so  for  how  long? 

MR.  IMARKLEY:  Six  or  seven  years. 

MR.  WOLF:  Did  you  bring  with  you  the  books  of  account  of  the 

directors? 

MR.  MARKLEY:  Yes,  1 have  the  books.  (Books  jiroduced). 

MR.  WOLF:  It  has  on  the  Itack  of  the  book  "Treasurei-'s  Report 

No.  2,  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  Roxborough,”  is  that  correct? 

MR.  MARKLEY:  That  is  correct. 

MR.  WOLF:  Mr.  Markley,  how  long  have  you  been  treasurer? 


^fJ{.  SI  A IvK  : I \^ill  have  (o  rerer  1o  tlie  Itooh  and  tell  A'oa. 

( Keferi-iiig’  to  Ihe  hook)  Since  Fehniaiy, 

Sill.  \V()LP;  Have  yon  a bond? 

MK.  SIARKLPi';  N(y  sir. 

MR.  A’OLF:  Yon  are  not  under  bond? 

SIR.  MARKLFY:  No,  sir;  never. 

MR.  WOLF:  In  wbal  ba1d<  do  yon  deposit  llie  funds  of  the  jtofu-? 

•MR.  SLVRKLFA  : .Manaynnk  Hank,  and  we  Inu'e  eijj;h(  ihonsand 

dadlai-s  in  the  Slaiiaynnk  T]-nst  Coiiipany  in  the  foriii  of  cei-tilicates 
if  yon  wish  (o  see  them.  | I’apers  produced  and  handed  to  the  Cliair- 
luan ). 

SIR.  SYOLF:  AVhal  inlei'est  do  yon  get? 

-dR.  SIARKLhA  ; Three  and  a liall  per  cent.  Two  bonds  for  four 
Ihonsand  dollars  each. 

SJ'INATOR  JASIFS:  Yon  mean  yon  have  a snrjilus  of  eight  thou- 

sand dollars  that  you  keej>  Iheric 

SIR.  SIARKLFY:  Yes,  sir. 

TIIl'l  CHATRSIAN:  And  yon  receive  wiiat  rate  of  interest? 

SIR.  SIARKLFY:  Three  and  a half  per  cent. 

TIILI  CIIAIRSIAN;  Yon  have  been  receiving  that  three  and  a 
half  per  cent,  right  along? 

SIR.  SIARKLFY  ; Y’es,  ever  since  I have  been  there. 

SIR.  SVOLF:  SS  ill  yon  tell  me  nhat  Ihe  salary  of  the  president  was 

in  RIOT  and  RIOS? 

SIR.  SFYRKLFl Fifty  dollai-s  I i-alher  think  it  was. 

SIR.  SSULF:  Sou  c:in  ascertain  it  by  I'eferi-ing  to  the  book,  can’t 

yon  ? 

SIR.  SIARKLFY;  (Refeiaing  to  book)  fifty  dollars,  yes,  sir. 

SIR.  S\()LF:  SSdiat  was  Hie  salary  of  the  treasurer  in  the  same 

year — your  own  salary? 

SIR.  SFVRKLFY':  One  hundred  dollars. 

SIR.  WOLF:  That  was  foi-  RH)7  and  RIOS? 

SIR.  SIARKLFY:  Y'es,  sir. 

SIR.  SYOLF:  SVhat  was  the  president's  salary  in  1908  and  1909? 

SIR.  SIARKLFY':  One  hundred  dollars. 

SIR.  \Yt)LF;  And  your  salary  was  how  much? 

SIR.  SIARKLFY':  Raised  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  1909- 

1910. 

SIR.  SYOLF;  \Yas  there  any  authority  for  i-aising  this  salary? 

id  R.  SIARKLFY  ; No  more  than  llie  authorify  of  the  (Iv'erseers, 
that  was  the  only  authority  for  raisiny-  them. 

••  t o 

SIR.  YYOLP:  Was  there  any  resolution? 

SIR.  SIARKLFY':  Sure  I think  so,  they  are  in  that  book,  or  should 

be  at  least. 
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:\IR.  WOLF:  Will  you  look  in  your  account  for  October  21«t, 

1909,  and  tell  me  what  the  item  of  traveling  expense  §125.00  is? 

MR.  5IARKLEV:  One  linndred  and  twenty-five  dollars  traveling 

expense. 

MR.  WOLF;  What  was  that  for? 

MR.  MARKLEY : Traveling  to  attend  the  convention  at  Bradford. 

51R.  WOLF:  Von  are  snie  that  is  what  that  is  for?  W'asn't  there 

a .separate  payment  for  that  —for  attending  the  convention. 

MR.  MARKLEY:  Ko,  sir;  I don't  remember  at  all. 

MR.  IVOLF:  Will  yon  1nrn  to  October  9tli,  1909,  and  explain  to 

me  what  the  item  "extra  expenses  and  ontside  relief,  .§275.00  ’ is  ^ 

MR.  MARKLEY:  That  was  spent  in  ontside  relief. 

]MR.  WOLF;  Yon  have  no  further  itemization  of  it  than  ihat? 

.MR  MARKLEY:  Ko,  sir. 

MR.  WOLF:  Yon  can't  give  me  any  further  information  as  to 

what  it  covered? 

.MR.  MARKLEY:  Ko,  sir;  1 can't. 

MR.  WOLF:  .\s  a matter  of  fact,  do  yon  know  whether  ontside  re- 
lief was  ever  covered  at  any  other  period  by  a general  apiiroiiriatioti 
of  that  kind? 

.MR.  M.LRKLEY : Ko,  1 don't  know. 

MR.  M’OLF:  Turn  to  yonr  account  of  December,  1909,  all  yotir 

ordinary  outside  relief  exi)enses  are  there,  are  they  not? 

MR.  M.\RKLEY ; Yes,  sir. 

MR.  WOLF;  So  this  innst  have  been  an  extraordinary  expense  ot 
.some  kind? 

.MR.  M.IRKLEY:  Yes. 

MR.  WOLF:  .\ud  at  this  time  yon  don't  reniemher  what  it  is? 

.MR.  M.\RKLEY:  At),  sir;  1 don't  remember  it  at  all. 

MR.  ^^'OLF:  On  .\ngnst  11th,  191tl,  there  is  a further  entry  "<  nt- 

side  relief  charities  .§125.00,"  have  yon  any  idea  what  that  was? 

i\hR.  M.-iRKLEY : Yes,  that  was  for  relief  expemhMl  ilii-ongli  the 

lower  part  of  Roxhorongh  by  onr  president. 

MR.  ^VOLF:  What  is  the  president's  name? 

MR.  .M.IRKLEY:  Kathan  L.  -Jones. 

5IR.  'WOLF:  Do  yon  remember  any  other  time  when  ontside  relief 

was  covered  by  a general  appro[)riation  like  that  during  Ihat  year? 

MR.  M.IRKLEY:  Ko,  sir. 

MR.  WOLF:  That  was  not  yonr  usual  method  of  doing  it? 

51 R.  51.\J\KLEY:  Ko,  sii-;  that  was  allowed  for  the  ]>nr[iose  of  ex- 

tending relief  to  certain  jiarlies  in  the  lower  end  of  the  wai-d. 

MR.  WOIA''':  Did  yon  get  any  account  from  him  in  the  way  iti 

which  be  expended  it? 

.MR.  .M.LRKLEY;  Ko,  sir. 
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ME.  WOLF:  Will  you  tiu'n  to  September  Stli,  1910,  and  look  at 

(he  item  “traveling  expeii.ses  floO.OO”  and  tell  me  what  that  is? 

ME.  MAEKIMIY:  Ti-aveling  expenses  to  Williams})ort  and  what 

we  spent  there. 

iME.  WOLF:  Is  tliere  any  itemization  of  tliat? 

:\1E.  MAEKLEY:  Xo,  sir. 

ME.  WOLF:  Do  yon  know  whe(ii(*r  tliat  was  a])])roved  in  ad- 

vance? 

((Question  withdrawn ). 

ME.  EOWKKE:  That  was  at  (he  convention  in  ^Yilliamsport? 

^lE.  .MAEKLEY:  Yes,  sir. 

ME.  M'OLF:  ^Y]lat  is  yonr  business? 

ME.  MAEKLEY:  ihirveyor  in  the  Enrean  of  lYaler. 

iMR.  M'OLF:  Are  yon  any  relation  of  dolin  Markley? 

:\1E.  .MAEKLEY:  Yes. 

i\IE.  \YOLF:  Wliat? 

iME.  MAEKLEY.  His  son. 

.ME.  \YOLF:  Yonr  I’ooi-  Hoard  honght  snji]»lies  of  John  iMarkley? 

iME.  iM.VEKLl'lY:  Yt*s,  but  I am  not  intm-estial  in  it  in  any  way, 

sliajie  or  form. 

.ME.  lYOLF:  Did  yon  kee]>  any  vonchei's  for  yonr  expenses  otlier 

than  of  wliat  yon  jiaid  ont? 

ME.  M.-\.EKLEY:  I jiaid  nothing  ont  only  by  orders. 

THE  OHAIE.M.VX:  .\nd  the  only  order's  that  yon  have  no  vouch- 
ers for ? 

ME.  i\L\EKLEY:  (interrupting)  No,  I don't  say  that  I liave  an 

order  for  everything  I paid  ont. 

(.Mr.  iMarkley  was  Ihei-enpon  excused  and  retired). 

S.  iMENDELSON  .MEEH.VN,  called,  sworn  by  the  Cliairman,  and 
examined  as  follows: 

.ME.  lYOLF:  .Mr.  Meehan,  1 show  yon  a book  marked  “iMinnte 

Hook  Managers  of  the  Poor,  (leiniantown,  1902, ’’  and  ask  whether 
that  was  the  book  in  which  yon  ke})t  the  minutes  of  the  INror  Hoard  of 
(Jei-niantown  during  the  time  in  which  yon  w'ere  secretary? 

ME.  MEEHAN:  Yes,  sir. 

ME.  M^OLF:  1 suppose  that  the  record  herein  contained  is  a cor- 

rect statement  of  what  ivas  done  at  the  meetings? 

ME.  iMEEH.YN:  To  (he  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

ME.  IVOLF:  I turn  to  the  meeting  headed  “Germantown,  Febru- 

ary 24th,  3909,”  and  read  this:  “Tlie  solicitor  suggested  the  apjioint- 
ment  of  a committee  for  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  tlie  move- 
ment to  abolish  the  poor  districts.  Mr.  Eorthwick  moved  that  a com- 
mittee of  five  be  appointed  for  this  jmrpose.  Carried.  The  president 
named  tlie  following  committee,  Borthwick,  Eussel,  Dirvin,  Meehan 
and  Still,'’  and  ask  whether  that  is  correct? 
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ME.  MEEHAN:  I believe  so. 

ME.  WOLF:  You  were  a director  of  the  poor  at  this  time; 

ME.  MEEHAN:  A manager. 

ME.  WOLF:  Elected  as  such  when? 

ME.  MEEHAN:  1907,  my  three  years’  term  expired  February, 

1909. 

lilE.  WOLF:  1 show  you  a sentence  at  the  conclusion  ot  tlie  min- 

utes of  February  24th,  1909,  as  follows:  "!^ee  minuJes  of  special  meer- 
in«s  March  21-23  following  those  of  March  31,”  and  ask  whether  that 
is  in  your  handwriting? 

ME.  MEEHAN:  Yes,  sir. 

ME.  WOLF:  I show’  you  in  the  minutes  of  ^March  31st,  1909,  an 

entry  under  the  head  of  expenditures  "I'aul  Eeilly,  Harrisburg  ex- 
penses, extra  ord,  fSOO.OO,  ditto,  ditto,  ditto,  $30.0<r,  and  above  the 
wu>rd  Harrisburg  “traveling”  crossed  out,  and  ask  whether  that  ex- 
penditure was  approved  at  that  meeting? 


ME.  MEEHAN : I believe  so. 

ME.  WOLF:  Do  yon  remember  why  you  crossed  out  the  word 

“traveling”? 

ME.  MEEHAN:  I believe  because  there  W’ere  other  exi>enses  in- 

cidental to  that  apart  from  railroad  lares. 

ME.  WOLF:  Do  you  remember  whether  any  statement  was  ]»re- 

.sented  to  you  of  the  wmy  in  w’hich  the  money  wms  expended  ? 


ME.  MEEHAN:  I don’t  recall. 

ME.  WOLF:  I now’  shoAv  you  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  March 

21st,  1909,  on  the  margin  of  w’hich  are  the  Avords  “out  of  position,  see 
previous  minutes  for  date”,  and  ask  hoAV  it  happened  that  the  minutes 
of  March  21st  appear  after  the  minutes  of  March  31st? 

ME.  MEEHAN:  Some  of  those  minutes  Avere  entered  by  some  one 

acting  as  my  secretary.  I think  it  was  merely  a mistake  not  getting 
that  into  the  natural  order*. 

ME.  WOLF:  Do  you  remember  the  meeting  of  March  31st,  1909? 

ME.  MEEHAN:  I don’t  i*emember  it  by  date. 

ME.  WOLF:  This  is  in  your  hamlAvriting?  (Hook  shown  to  Mr. 

Meehan). 

ME.  .MEEHAN:  No. 

ME.  WOLF:  In  Avhose  handwu-iting  is  that? 

ME.  MEEHAN:  Some  one  acting  for  me,  but  this  date  is  mine. 

]\IE.  WOLF:  Were  you  ])resent  at  the  meeting  Avhmi  this  resolu- 

tion w’as  passed;  “Llpon  motion  it  A\’as  resolved  that  the  treasurer 
is  directed  to  pay  to  Paul  Eeilly,  Solicitor,  eight  hundred  dollars,  ex- 
penses in  the  matter  of  protest  against  bills  to  abolish  this  corjiora- 
tioii,  and  the  president  and  the  secretary  of  theuneetiug  are  directed 
to  issue  the  necessary  order  for  ]»ayment  to  the  treasurer.  On  motion, 
resolA’ed  that  the  board  go  to  Harrisburg  in  a body  on  Tuesday  March 
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23rd,  1909,  to  attend  hearing  before  Senate  Committee  to  protest 
against  bills  to  abolisli  this  corporation,”  ^^'ere  yon  piosent  at  tliat 
meeting? 

MI\.  MEEHAN;  1 believe  not. 

Mlv.  MX)LF;  iJo  yon  remember  wbetlier  there  was  snob  a meet- 
ing? 

ME.  MEEHAN:  No. 

i\rE.  AVOLF:  i)id  yon  go  to  Harrisburg  on  Alarcb  23rd? 

-MR.  MEEHAN:  Not  with  the  body,  L came  therefrom  another  di- 

rection on  my  own  linsiness. 

-MR.  AVOLF;  AA'ere  the  otbei'  dii-ectors  tliere? 

MR.  MEEHAN:  Some  of  them  there. 

MR.  A\'Of.iF:  AAbis  Mi-.  Still  there? 

MR.  ME13HAN:  I haven't  any  personal  recollection  bnt  I think  he 

was. 

MR.  AAOLF;  AA"as  Air.  Rorlhwick. 

AIR.  AIEhlHAN;  1 don’t  remember. 

AIR.  AAdlLF;  AAbis  Air.  Ibillinger? 

AIR.  AIEEHAN : I think  so.  1 was  there  for  such  a short  time 

that  I did  not  have  opportunity  to  mingle  with  most  of  the  people. 

AIR.  AA'OLF:  Air.  Adams,  do  yon  remember  if  he  was  there? 

AIR.  AIEEHAN:  I can’t  recall. 

AIR.  AAA)LF:  Do  yon  remember  whelher  Air.  Dirvin  was  there? 

AIR.  AIEEHAN:  No. 

AIR.  AAOLF;  Or  Air.  Conpe? 

AIR.  AIEEHAN;  1 don’t  recall. 

AIR.  AA'OLF;  As  secretary  it  was  yonr  duty  to  send  ont  notices  of 
sjxH-ial  meetings,  was  it  not? 

•AIR.  AIEEHAN:  Yes. 

AIR.  AVOLF:  Do  you  remember  sending  ont  notices  of  the  sjiecial 

meetings  of  Alarch  21st  and  23rd? 

MR.  AIEEHAN;  I don’t  recall. 

AIR.  AA’OLF;  AA’ere  yon  pre.sent  at  the  meeting  of  Afarch  23rd  to 
the  best  of  yonr  recollection? 

MR.  AIEEHAN:  I don’t  remember  it  liy  date. 

AIR.  AA’OLF:  Nor  at  the  meeting  at  which  it  was  resolved  to  bor- 

row ten  thousand  dollars  and  at  which  it  was  resolved  to  pay  Paul 
K(*illy,  Solicitor,  lilty  dollars,  expenses  of  jn-otest  against  pending 
legislation? 

AIR.  AIEh^HAN:  I don’t  think  I was  there.  I always  acted  cis 

secretary  when  I was  there  in  that  capacity. 

(Air.  Aleehan  was  therenpou  excused  and  retired). 

PRINGLE  BO R’r II AA  ICK,  called,  sworn  bj-  the  Chairman,  and  ex- 
amined as  follows: 

MR,  WOLF:  What  is  your  address? 
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MK.  I’.OKTHWICK:  8018  (leimaiitown  Avpinie. 

MK.  WOLF:  You  wore  tveaj<uix‘i-  of  the  ( ieiauaiiiow  ii  Poor  Hoard 

from  what  time  to  what  time? 

MK.  HUKTin^'lCK:  From  Fehruarv,  1000.  to  Fehruai  v,  1!»10. 

MK.  WOLF:  IVere  you  lu-eseiit  :it  the  meetiiij;  at  which  it  was  re- 

solved to  pay  Mr.  Keilly  eight  liuiidred  and  lifly  dollais  for  his  ex- 
penses at  Llarrishurg? 

]MK.  HOKTRWICK:  I was  present  at  the  meeting,  I think  it  was 

eight  liundred  dollars  the  first  lime. 

MK.  WOLF:  You  voted  for  that? 

.MK.  HOKTM  ICK:  1 did. 

MK.  WOLF:  Do  you  reiiH'uiher  whelher  any  statement  was  pre- 

sented as  to  the  purpose  for  wdiich  tliis  eight  hundre<l  dollars  had  l)eeu 
spent  ? 

?tIK.  HOKTllMRCK:  Yes,  the  order  Avas  drawn  for  tlie  money,  he- 

eause  it  Avas  really  spent  to  he  <lraAAU  in  faA'or  ot  Mr.  LeilleA  to  [>a\ 
the  expenses  of  the  delegation  to  go  to  llarrishurg. 

.MK.  WOLF:  IVas  any  statement  ever  rendeied  at  the  meeting 

to  your  recollection  showing  the  Avay  in  Avhich  the  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars Avas  sx)ent? 

.MK.  liOKTllWlCK:  I couldn't  say  positively  AA'hether  there  Avas 

or  not.  There  Avas  a statement  rendered  and  there  AAas  some  money 
refunded,  not  a A'ery  great  amount,  hut  there  aa'US  some. 

MK.  WOLF:  Hoav  much,  can  you  tell? 

MK.  HOKTIIWICK:  I couldn’t  tell  you,  hut  1 recollect  enter- 

ing it  in  the  hooks,  something. 

.AIK.  MTILF:  Did  you  go  to  llarrisluirg  oil  March  ■J:!rd? 

MK.  HOKTHAYICK:  I did. 

.MK.  WOLF:  AAdiich  other  memliers  of  the  comiiuttee  do  you  re- 

memher  being  there? 

.MK.  HOKTIIWICK:  .Mr.  Hiillinger,  Mr.  Coupe,  .Mr.  .Adams,  Mr. 

Still,  .Mr.  Kiissell,  .Mr.  Dirviii  and  .Mr.  .Meehan  Avas  there*  for  a short 
Avhile,  hut  he  didn't  go  along  Avith  the  others. 

MK.  YhOLF:  Hoav  long  did  you  stay  there,  do  you  rememher? 

AIK.  HOKTHM'ICK:  1 Avas  there  the  entire  day,  that  is,  from  the 

time  the  train  got  to  llarrishiii'g  until  Ave  left  in  the  e\eniiig. 

THE  CH.-VIKM.CN:  Did  you  luiAm  a special  train? 

.MK.  HOKTHMMCK:  1 think  it  was  a siiecial  train,  1 think  it  Avas 

because  there  seemed  to  he  all  the  j)eox>le  from  oui*  neighborhood  thai 
Avas  on  it. 

MK.  AVOLF:  Do  yoti  rememher  Avhat  you  did  Avlieu  you  got  home 

from  there?  Did  you  go  home? 

AIK.  HOKTIIWICK:  AT*s ; Ave  got  home  (piite  eai-ly. 

AIK.  AAT)LF:  Did  you  have  a meeting  then? 
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ME.  F>(_)KTHMMCK:  Yes;  we  luul  a iiieetiug  at  llie  poor  house  be- 

I'ore  we  went  home. 

ME.  ^^'OLF:  And  at  that  meeting-  was  it  resolved  to  borrow  ten 

thonsand  dollars? 

ME.  EOETUWICK:  Yes,  sir. 

1\IE.  tYOLF;  Were  von  in  del)t  at  this  time? 

IME.  lUbETllAMCK:  I don't  know  that  we  were  really  in  debt,  but 
before  the  following  uieeting  came  around  we  would  be  in  debt,  there 
were  sevei-al  odd  lulls  coming  due. 

1\IE.  'WOLF;  Do  yoU  remember  a meeting  which  was  held  two  days 
Itefore  that  at  which  a res(dution  was  passed  to  pay  Mr.  Eeilly  eight 
hundred  dollars  expenses? 

ME.  ]>( )ET1  nA'lFK  : Yes,  1 remember  that. 

1\IE.  \Y()LF:  ^Yas  that  meeting  lu‘ld  in  the  evening? 

MIL  F.OETIIWK'K:  it  was  in  the  evening. 

IME.  WOLF:  Were  notices  sent  out  of  it? 

1\LE.  BOETIIWICK:  1 think  so.  Yearly  all  the  meetings  were 

called  L>y  special  notice. 

ME.  WOLF:  You  voted  in  favor  of  the  resolution  of  March  lilst, 

lo  |iay  IMr.  Eeilly  the  eiglit  hundi-ed  dollars  expenses? 

:\IE.  EOETUWICK:  T did. 

ME.  WOLF:  And  do  you  remember  whether  any  itendzed  account 

was  (‘ver  given  of  the  purpose  for  which  (he  eighl  hundred  dollars  was 
spent  ? 

,ME.  EOETllWiCK:  1 c:\iTt  lemember  of  any  itemized  account, 

no,  sir. 

ME.  tYOLF:  J.ater  that  year  some  of  your  members  went  to  the 

ttafe  Convention  at  Bradford,  did  (hey  not? 

ME.  BOETIIWICK:  Yes. 

IME.  tt'OLF:  Do  you  (-(‘member  wbat  you  jiaid  for  that  convention? 

.MIL  BOETI!^^MCK:  I (hink  it  was  (liic'e  hundred  dollars. 

]\I1L  t\'OLF:  Thai  you  chai-ged  as  traveling  expenses? 

.MIL  BOETintMCK:  Yes,  sir;  tiaveling  exi»enses. 

.ME.  t\'OLF:  Did  you  prepaie  the  report  which  was  presented  Jan- 
uary 1st,  Ibltl — the  treasurer’s  report? 

IME.  BOETIIWICK:  1 don’t  thiidc  I did. 

.ME.  WOJjF:  You  were  the  ti-easurer  at  that  time? 

MIL  BOETIIWICK:  Yes,  I was  the  treasurer. 

.MIL  WOLF:  I show  you  (he  report  as  stated  in  the  minuies  of 

January  2(ith,  1910,  and  ask  if  you  will  show  me  under  what  head 
the  eight  hundred  dollars  spent  at  Harrisburg  is  charged?  (Book 
shown  witness ) . '' 

ME.  BOETHWICK:  I don’t  see  it  here. 

ME.  WOLF:  It  must  be  there  some  place  on  your  book  or  your 

books  wouldn't  have  balanced,  is  that  correct? 
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MK.  BOKTHWICK:  Tliat  is  coireet. 

]\IK.  ^^■OLF•.  Look  again  and  see  il'  yon  can  lind  any  heading  uudei 

whieh  that  payment  was  imlnded. 

.MIL  BUETHAVICK:  it  may  l)e  niiden  this  •‘extraoidinaiy  ‘Ex- 

pense.'’ 

:M1L  WOLF:  'What  is  the  amount  of  That? 

.MIL  BOBTinVICK:  .^11. 77:’.. 24.  1)UT  I wou.d  not  he  positive  of 

that.  I didn't  make  up  rliat  report  and  therefore  I ran  t answer. 
MIL  M'OLF;  You  were  a manager  of  the  pi.)or  in  danuaiy,  19U9  . 
:M1L  BOIvTIFW  ICK  : Yes.  sir. 

MIL  AVOLF;  J>id  you  preiiare  the  report  that  was  presented 

to  the  meeting  then'? 

.MIL  BORTinYJCK:  Yo.  sir. 

.MIL  AVOLF:  Who  prepared  your  reports'? 

.MIL  BOBTIIM’ICK;  I think  all  those  reports  were  prepared 
by  the  secretary. 

SFY.VTOlv  ItlcCOYYFLL;  You  mean  Mr.  IMeehan'? 

MIL  BORTHAYICK:  Yes.  sir. 

?dR.  ^YOLF:  .\erordiug  to  the  siatement  i)reseuted  Januarx 

27th.  19()!l,  the  average  weekly  cost  ]ier  capita  ol  maintaining  toui 
inmates  was  S2.32.  do  you  reuiemlier  whether  that  is  correct  m’ 
not'? 

.MR.  BORTinYICK:  1 believe  that  is  correct. 

MR.  \YOLF:  Yow  on  danuary  2()th.  1910.  one  year  later,  the 

average  weekly  cost  ]»er  l apita  is  .?3.7;!.  do  you  think  that  is  correct'? 
jlR.  BORTIFVICK:  1 believe  that  is  correct. 

.MR.  IVOLF:  Can  you  account  for  the  fact  that  it  im-reaSed  about 

thirty-three  and  a third  ]>er  cent? 

.MR.  BORTinYlCR:  The  only  reason  that  1 know  of  is  the  dif- 

ferent secretaries  in  making  u])  these  re]>orts  they  would  ]mi  in  items 
that  another  secretary  would  not  consiuer  a proper  thing  to  haie 
there,  that  is  the  only  reason. 

.MR.  lYOLF:  in  other  words,  you  think  die  cost  per  lapita  is  a 

matter  of  book-keetiing  by  the  secretary? 

.MR.  BORTHMMCK:  I think  so. 

MR.  IVOLF:  lYas  Mr.  Reilly  ]u-esent  at  those  three  tneetings 

which  1 have  referred  to,  the  tu’o  sjiecial  meetings  and  the  one  at 
which  the  payments  were  attthori/.ed '? 

MR.  BORTHIVICK:  He  was,  yes.  sir. 

(.Mr.  Borthwick  was  thereui»on  excused  and  retired  i. 

R.VUL  REILLY,  called,  alTirmed  by  the  Chairman,  and  examined 
as  follows: 

MR.  T\'OLF:  Where  do  you  live? 

MR.  REILLY:  430  East  ilount  .City  avenue.  Rhiladelphia. 
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ME.  ^V()LF:  You  are  an  attnrneT  and  was  solicitor  for  tlie  Man- 

agei's  of  the  I’uor  Hoard  of  (terniandown  froni  what  time  to  what 
t ime? 

'dE.  KEILI.V:  I can't  ivcall  jnsi  exactly  (he  ]ieriod  \\hen  it  coni- 

' menced.  1 kimAv  tlial  it  closed  in  Fel)inary,  1!)10.  Febrnary  three 
yeai'S,  1 think,  ]»reviniis  to  that. 

E.  )V(t[jF;  "Weie  ynii  the  solicitor  at  (lie  time  of  (lie  agitation 
about  the  abolition  of  the  poor  house'/ 

.ME.  EFILLY:  I was. 

ME.  ^^'()I.F:  A]id  were  yon  present  at  the  meeting  of  .March  31sr, 
EKMI,  at  which  a laiyment  of  eight  hnmlred  and  fifty  dollars  was  or- 
dered to  be  made  to  yon  for  Harrisburg  expenses'/ 

ME.  EFILLY:  I won't  exactly  say  (he  date,  but  eight  hnndred  and 

fifty  dollars  was  jiaid  to  me  by  the  ^Managers  of  the  ]ioor. 

.ME.  ^Yt)LF:  .\nd  yon  were  pi-esent  at  the  meeting  at  which  time 

was  authorized? 

.ME.  EFILLY:  1 was  present  at  the  meeting  of  .'\Iarcli  dlst,  Avhen 

the  payment  Avas  lirst  anthoiized  of  eight  hnndred  didlars  and  at  the 
other  meeting  AA’here  tin*  ten  thonsand  dollars  AA'as  borroAA'ed. 

ME.  M^tbLF:  And  the  additional  ]iayment  of  fifty  dollars? 

:\IE.  EFILLY:  Yes,  sir. 

iME.  ^Y()LF:  Did  yon  remhw  a statement  to  the  IManagei-s  as  to 

the  AA'ay  in  AAliich  that  niontw  had  been  expended? 

Td  E.  EFILLY:  I didn't  directly  let  them  knoAA'  just  exactly  AAliat 

(he  money  had  Iieeii  spent  for,  but  at  the  time  it  aaiis  jiaid  to  me  and 
(he  resolution  aaois  passed  anthorizing  the  payment  it  Avas  paid  to  me 
on  (he  Iiasis  that  it  aa  os  to  be  paid  to  me  as  a fee  or  com[)ensation  to 
condned  the  objection,  but  I promised  th(*m  nothing  at  all  as  to  Avhat 
1 slionld  nse  it  for  or  anything,  except  foi-  the  general  }mrpose  of  pre- 
Amnting  the  abolition  of  the  almshonse. 

IME.  WOLF:  In  othei-  AA’ords,  it  AA’as  jiracticaily  jiaid  to  yon  Avith- 

ont  any  1‘estriction  on  yon  as  to  the  nse  that  yon  should  make  of  it  in 
that  connection? 

.ME.  El'HLLY : Except  it  should  he  nsed  for  the  seiadce  of  the 

ciAriioration  in  preA’enting  this  legislation  being  passed,  or  of  enforc- 
ing it  if  it  AA’as  passed. 

TIIF  ClIAIEiMAN:  Lint  (he  eight  hnndred  dollars  AA’as  not  jiaid 

to  yon  for  yonr  oaa’ii  benefit? 

IME.  EFILLY:  Yes. 

TIIF  CHAHni.V^L  As  a fee? 

.'IE.  EFILLY:  That  AA’as  my  com|iensation,  AA’itliont  any  obliga- 

tion as  to  hoAA’  1 shonld  nse  it.  In  other  AA’ords,  when  the  amount  Avas 
j-aid  to  me  there  AA’as  no  gnarantee'that  I shonld  take  a delegation  to 
Harrisbnrg.  That  money  AA’as  my  oAvn  to  do  AA’hatsoever  I pleased 
AA’ith  it  or  to  hold  it  in  abeyance  until  some  fntnre  action  AA’as  uec- 
essai'Ax 
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The  CHAIEHAN:  IEi1  aclually  the  true  ])urpoRe  of  llie  appro- 

priation of  tliat  money  was  to  have  you  to  go  io  llarrishurg  aud  pre- 
sent before  tlie  i^enate  Coinniitiee  as  strong  a jirotest  as  it  was 
possible  for  you  to  do,  was  not  lhat  she  idea/ 

ME.  EEILLY:  Tliat  was  lefi  To  iny  discretion. 

THE  CHAIEMAA:  A'as  it  so  geneially  nndersTood? 

ME.  EEILI,Y : Tlie  night  this  ap]»ropriation  was  niad(\  I think  it 

wa.s  iMareh  31st,  there  was  a meeting  in  Carnegi(“'s  Hall  in  (lernian- 
town  of  a business  men's  association  or  something  of  that  sort  and  it 
was  suhseiiuent  to  tliat  that  we  went  to  The  almhouse  and  held  the 
meeting  where  the  eight  hundred  dollars  vcas  aiptrojiriated- - 1 think 
it  tvas  Saturday — and  at  the  time  1 gave  them  no  assurance  that  1 was 
going  to  use  it  for  that  puipose.  However,  the  following  day  1 did 
explain  the  purjmse,  having  in  the  interim  made  arrangiammts  with 
the  l*eunsylvania  Eailroad  for  se\'eral  extra  cars  on  one  id  their 
trains. 

ME.  WOLF:  Then  it  was  for  exi»enses'? 

ME.  EEILLY:  The  eight  hundred  dollais  was  ]iaid  to  me  for  my 

compensation,  if  I chose  to  use  it  that  way  or  any  other  ]mr])oses  ot 
mv  otvn  they  couldn't  comjdain  anything  ahoul  il,  h(*caus('  lluai*  Avas 
no  understanding  beyond  thal. 

IME.  WOLF:  Wasn't  your  comjiensation  fixed  at  11k‘  time  of  yonr 

election  for  a definite  sum? 

.ME.  EEILLY:  They  had  an  arrangement  Avherehy  they  a|ii»ro]»ri- 

aled  to  the  solicitor  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a year,  Iml  while 
1 was  solicitor  1 spent  inore  than  one  hundred  a"nd  fill\  dollars  a year 
in  doing  things  for  them.  I did  not  regaial  it  at  all  as  compensation 
for  any  extraordinary  items  lhat  might  come  uji  out  of  tin*  usual 
i-otiline  of  Imsiuess. 

ME.  WOLF:  Did  you  at  any  subsequent  meeting  ]tresenl  a state- 

ment of  the  use  to  which  you  had  ]mt  the  eight  hundrc'd  dollars? 

IME.  EEIIJA':  Yo;  I did  not  ]»reseut  a statemeni,  but  tlien*  was 

some  small  amount  left  of  the  money  handed  to  im*  that  I did  not 
use  fully  for  the  purjiose  of  jirolesTing  against  this  ^legislation,  and 
then  1 received  from  ipiite  a number  of  the  men  the  amount  of  their 
fare  to  Harrisburg,  and  when  I received  it  I lemilti'd  il  to  them  and 
paid  it  to  them. 

.ME.  WOLF:  AVe  understand  that  at  the  time  the  momw  was  ]iaid 

to  you,  however,  you  wm-e  not  limited  in  any  way  as  to  the  use  il 
was  to  be  put  to  in  tlu'  mediod  of  op]iosing  the  bills? 

AIE.  EEILLY:  1 simply  receipted  for  it  and  told  lluaii  thal  they 

should  appropriate  the  money  for  protesting  against  il  ; 1 received 
it  as  such. 
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*M1».  WOJiF:  At  that  same  meeting'  Mr.  Reilly,  it  was  “resolved 

that  (he  hoard  go  to  Harrisburg  in  a body  on  Tuesday,  March  23rd, 
1!K)!>,  to  attend  hearing  before  Senate  Committee  to  protest  against 
bills  to  abolish  this  corporation?” 

t\lR.  KEILLY;  1 think  that  is  true,  and  it  recalls  to  my  mind  that 
at  the  time  they  ap])ro])riated  the  eight  hnndred  dollars  the  Managers 
did  not  hav(‘  any  exp(M'tation  that  they  were  going  to  be  any  ])aymeiits 
by  nu‘  out  of  that  money,  and  (hat  was  sii])|)osed  to  be  an  entii-ely 
dilterent  thing. 

.'dlv.  WOLF:  And  no  ap]»ropriation  was  made  for  that? 

tMR.  RFILLY:  Yot  at  that  time,  no. 

.MR.  tYOJjF:  As  a matter  of  fact,  did  yon  pay  the  ex]tenses  in  go- 
ing as  a body  in  altemling  the  hearing? 

.MR.  RFILLY:  1 don't  i-emember  whetlier  1 did  or  not.  So  far 

as  jmying  the  exjunses,  I did  not  pay  anything  excejtt  the  raili-oa<l 
fares. 

MR.  tYOLF:  On  .March  2.‘!rd,  an  additional  payment  of  lifty  dol- 

lars was  anihoi-ized  to  yon,  w'as  that  in  the  same  manner,  witlnnit 
any  statement  as  to  the  jmrpose? 

.M  K.  KIM  id. Y:  1 did  not  explain  to  them  any  more  than  I sai<l  it 

was  (‘Xpenses. 

.M  K.  WOLF:  Oidn'l  they  want  to  know  why  eight  hnndred  dol- 

lars M'asn’t  sidlicienl  ? 

.MK.  KIM  IMAM  No.  ' 

TIIF  ('HAIK.MAN:  It  wasn't  their  own  money? 

.ML*.  KIM  FLY:  Yes,  it  was. 

.MK.  \YOLF:  How  did  yon  fix  originally  the  eight  hnndred  dol- 
lars? * 

.M  K.  KEILLY:  1 don't  know  jnst  now  how  I fixed  on  eight  hnn- 

di-ed  dollars,  but  (he  reason  why  1 iixed  on  it  was  to  lake  the  delega- 
tion lip  there  and  I calcnlated  on  how  big  a delegation  1 had  and  how 
mm  h for  railroad  fare,  1 jnst  estimated  it  and  that  is  what  1 really 
had  in  mind,  but  1 did  not  tell  them  until  the  negotiations  were  done, 
but  1 will  say  that  as  far  as  the  managers  apjirojiriating  the  money 
is  concerned  they  did  it  absolutely  on  my  advice.  They  wei'e  bothered 
about  the  thing  and  they  came  to  me  about  it,  and  I told  them  that 
lh(‘v  wen*  jiistitied  as  they  W(‘i-e  the  trustees  of  this  corporation. 

SFX.VTOK  .McCUNNFLL:  How  was  this  sum  of  money  actually 

spent  ? 

MK.  REILLY:  It  tvas  actually  (‘xjiended  for  paying  the  fares  of 

citiz(*ns  of  that  particular  district  to  take  them  to  Harisbnrg  to  ap- 
]«ear  before  the  committee. 

idR.  tYOLF:  In  jirotesting? 

MR.  REILLY:  Yes;  it  was  only  the  money  of  the  peojde  who  went 
there,  they  were  the  ]ieople  who  supported  the  institution. 
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MR.  WOLF:  The  payment  of  carfare  only? 

MR.  REILLY:  Tlie  payment  of  caifare  only. 

(Mr.  Reilly:  was  tlierenpon  excused  and  retired). 

BROMLEY  ^THARTON,  Secretary  and  Oeneral  Agent  of  the  Stale 
Board  of  Charities,  called,  sworn  hy  the  Cliairman,  and  examined  as 
follows: 

MR.  ^VOLF:  Where  do  you  live? 

MR.  ^VllARTON:  My  residence  is  in  IMdladeljihia,  Locust 

street. 

MR.  WOLF:  How  long  have  you  been  the  General  Agent  and  Sec- 
retai-y  of  the  Board  of  Charities? 

MR.  WHARTON:  Since  January,  1007. 

MR.  lYOLF:  Have  your  duties  been  such  as  to  direct  your  atten- 
tion to  the  district  ])oor  houses  in  Philadelphia  in  any  way? 

MR.  WHARTON:  Under  the  Act  of  IStlO  it  is  my  duty  to  visit 

them  and  under  the  Act  of  1871  we  have  a board  of  women  visitors 
who  visit  them  oftener,  and  the  Act  of  1007  gives  me  two  assistants 
ami  they  go  once  a year. 

MR.  WOLF:  Will  you  state  to  this  Committee  your  thought  re- 

garding the  advisability  of  continuing  the  existence  of  these  i)oor 
houses,  from  the  standpoint  of  economy  and  efticiency,  or  any  other 
standpoint  that  you  think  is  relevant  thereto? 

.AIR.  AA'HARTON:  Answering  that  by  comj)arison,  you  will  have 

to  take  my  average  weekly  cost  i>er  capita  and  then  take  the  general 
conditions  as  you  tind  them.  The  only  thought  that  I had  about  the 
matter  was  that  the  Germantown  Poor  Hous(‘  might  vei-y  well  be 
used  for  children  from  Blockley,  that  has  often  occurred  to  me.  Here 
is  a table  that  I tvill  submit  to  the  Committee.  Blockley  had  one  hun- 
dred and  tifty-two  children  in  Sejdember,  1!)10.  Now  Blockley  is 
overcrowded  and  Germantown  has  tifty-nine  alults,  and  I Ihiidc  il 
something  could  be  worked  out  and  the  children  seperated  it  might 
be  a very  good  thing.  As  far  as  the  (dliers  are  concerned.  Roxborough 
is  nothing  more  than  a farm  house  ami  it  had  a ca])acity  of  lifteen  o!i 
September  .‘Kith,  1!)10;  Oxford  and  Lower  Dublin  has  lifty-niue.  Sn 
lar  as  their  ])hysical  condilioti  is  concerned,  they  are  not  in  good 
physical  condition.  As  to  whether  oi’  not  it  would  be  cheajier  I don't 
know,  yet  I think  that  it  would  be. 

MR.  M’OLF:  Do  you  think  that  there  is  any  reason  why  tii'e  rCief 
which  is  administered  by  these  jtoor  houses  could  not  be  administered 
e(pially  well  by  the  general  almshouse? 

MR.  WGIARTON:  1 think  it  could  if  the  general  almshouse  had 

the  room. 

MR.  WOLF:  And  if  the  children  were  taken  from  the  general 

almshouse  it  would  have  the  room? 

MR.  WHARTON:  Really  that  should  be  done  umler  the  law. 
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THE  CHAIEMAN:  Tn  the  care  of  llie  i)oor  at  Blockley  yon  not 

alone  administer  bed,  clothing  and  food,  hnl  you  also  administer  to 
their  jihysical  condition?  In  other  words,  if  they  get  very  sick  yon 
do  not  have  to  send  them  away  from  Blockley? 

i\IB.  WITABTOA:  Oh.  no. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  tMiereas  at  these  instiintions  they  have  no 

hosi»ital,  is  that  true? 

.^[R.  tVHARTON:  Tlial  is  true,  to  the  best  of  my  belief  1 don't 

thiidc  that  there  is  a hospital  and  I don't  think  they  have  any  hospital 
at  all. 

THE  (’HAIRiMAN;  And  if  a contagions  disease  should  take  ])lace 
at  any  one  of  ihese  ])oor  houses  they  woidd  have  to  send  tiiem  away? 

iMK.  ^t'HAJlTON:  They  woidd  have  to  he  sent  to  the  'Hnnicijml 

Hospital  or  something-  like  that. 

iMR.  A\'OLE:  In  your  experience  in  the  direction  or  supervision 

of  ])oor  ])copl(‘.  can  you  suggest  to  the  Committee  any  reason  why 
district  |»oor  houses  are  an  advantage  over  a general  jioor  house? 

-MR.  ’WHARTON:  I don't  think  that  they  ar-e.  if  the  general  ])Oor 

house  is  ]ii-o]ierly  conducted.  J don't  think  it  could  he  done  as  cheajily 
because  you  have,  a lot  of  jieople  together  and  you  can  take  care  of 
a couple  of  thousand  j»eople  chea])er  than  you  can  a cou])le  of  hun- 
driah.  Tin*  oidy  advantage  that  you  have  at  Roxhorough  ami  Tapper 
Dublin  is  that  they  are  up  in  tin'  country,  and  there  are  disadvant- 
ages to  that.  The  last  time  1 tried  to  go  there  it  was  a snowy  day  and 
it  was  very  hard  to  g(*l  there.  Tlun-e  are  c(*rtaiu  average  cost  ]x'r 
capita  that  1 h.avi'.  am!  1 will  submit  tin*  avei-agc'  cost  jier  week  often 
(bher  counties.  You  will  notice  that  Allegheny  ('ounty  at  Waiodville  is 
a good  deal  higher  Ilian  llu"  jtaiiper  dejiai-lment  in  Philadelphia  here 
and  lhei-e  we  have*  had  to  ligure  the  insane  as  well.  They  don’t  kee]>  in- 
sam*  in  the  other  county  districts.  1 have  taken  some  of  the  counties 
ai-ound  Philadelphia  and  then  T have  taken  some  counties  W'est,  as 
you  will  liiid  in  the  pajiers.  The  Act  that  1 have  referred  to  says  that 
two  or  more  counties  can  establish  an  industrial  home  for  childi-en, 
ami  so  forth. 

THE  (.’HAIRMAN:  Wdmt  act  is  that? 

.MR.  WHIARTON:  Act  of  June  IStli.  1SS.3  (P.  L.  til). 

.MR.  ^^’()LP:  Have  you  any  ]uinted  re])orts? 

MR.  tVHARTON:  Yes;  Pennsylvania  Rejmrt  of  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lic ('harities  and  Committee  on  Lunacy,  BIOS. 

MR.  BOtYKER:  In  (‘stimating  the  cost  of  maintenance  do  you 

tix  any  value  on  the  cost  of  the  buildings  and  imjn-ovements  in  which 
they  are  housed? 

MR.  \VJL\RT()N:  No;  we  take  what  is  called  maintenance. 

.MR.  B()\YKER:  But  you  have  tremendously  e.xpensive  buildings 

and  grounds,  haven't  you? 

MR.  WHARTON:  Yes. 
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MTJ.  BOWKETJ:  And  you  have  g'ot  to  get  the  money  either  from 

the  city  or  otlier  sources  to  build,  haven  t \ou.^ 

MK.  WIIAKTON:  Yes. 

]\IR.  BOAVKEIt:  What  would  the  cost  of  maintenance  be,  the  in 

terest  on  that  plus  the  other  expense? 

MK.  WHAKTON:  As  a state  official  we  can't  tigure  that  out.  e 
mean  clothing  and  food,  and  in  the  statement  which  the  Koxborough 
Poor  House  submits  to  the  Board  of  Public  Charities  She\  include  tiie 
following  under  theii-  maintenance  items:  salaries,  wages  and  labor 

including  medical  attendance.  pro\’isions  and  supplies,  iucl  and  liglit, 
clothing  including  shoes,  furniture  and  bedding  and  other  dry  goods, 
medicine  and  medical  sujtplies,  ordinai'y  rejaiirs,  traveling  expenses, 
incidental  expenses. 

MK.  WOLF:  And  it  is  on  the  basis  of  these  so-called  maintenance 
items  that  you  estimate  the  per  capita  cost? 

MK.  WHAPvTOX : Yes. 

^riL  WOLF:  You  don't  take  into  consideration,  either  in  estimat- 

ing for  tlie  poor  houses  or  lor  the  Ithiladelphia  Hospital,  an\  so-called 
poor  charge? 

MK.  WHAKTOX:  Xo,  sir;  that  is  ihe  way  we  arrive  at  all  of  the 
state  institutions  as  to  what  maintenance  consists  of. 

THE  CHAIK.MAX:  In  other  words,  they  don't  charge  interest  on 

capital  account? 

:MK.  WHAKTOX:  Xo,  sir. 

.MK.  BOWKFK:  As  far  as  the  mainlenaiice  is  concerm'd  I don't 

think  that  the  sur])lus  earned  on  the  farm  is  dediicled,  because  they 
are  adding  to  that  surplus  ten  thoiTsaud  dollars. 

?iIK.  WHAKTOX:  To  get  the  cost  per  capita  ])er  week  we  divide 

the  number  of  days,  three  hundred  :ind  sixty-five  d;iys.  into  the  <lays 
of  supj)f)rt.  then  divide  That  (piotient  info  the  total  ctirreiil  exptmses 
and  divide  the  (piotient  by  tifty-rwo  weeks  to  get  the  cost  per  wet'k. 

IMK.  FKIFL:  Ts  that  liased  upon  ihe  ntmdier  of  inmates  in  the 

institution  or  upon  the  numtier  of  peo]d(*  that  you  are  benefiting? 

MK.  WHAKTtdX:  We  take  the  general  number  of  inmaies  only. 

vdK.  FKIFL:  Xot  for  maintenance  exfitmse  at  Xorrisiown? 

:MK.  WHAKTOX:  Xo,  sir. 

.MK.  BOWKFK:  If  the  Committee  aiipioves  1 would  like  to  sul)- 

mit  a statement  showing  how  our  estimates  are  made  u]i  as  corres- 
ponding with  those  made  up  by  the  State,  because  we  have  a lot  of 
items  in  there  which  would  materially  reduce  the  cost  of  mainteuance 
per  week  as  com]cu'ed  with  the  Philadelphia  Hospital. 

MR.  FKIFL:  1 should  be  glad  also  to  have  permission  to  do  the 

same  thing. 
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(Counsel  for  llie  ])oor  liouses  of  J\oxl>orouji;h  aud  (fermantown  ask 
Iierniission  (o  sulanit  siafenieiifs  sliowing’  Uieir  (•om})ulation  per 
capita  cost  of  maintenance,  niucli  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
said  tliat  he  would  he  veiw  glad  to  receive). 

(iMr.  ^V]larton  was  theren})on  excused  and  retired). 

I)J{.  dOESril  S.  XltlFF,  called,  sworn  by  the  Chaiianan,  and  exam- 
ined as  follows: 

THE  ('HAIICMAX:  Yon  are  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Health 
and  Charities  of  Philadel])hia  ? 

DB.  NEFF:  Yes,  sir. 

.MB.  WOLF:  Where  do  yon  live? 

DB.  NEFF:  1014  Cheslnnt  street  1 think  is  the  number,  the  Aldine 
Hotel. 

.11  B.  IVOl.F;  Are  (piestioiis  concerning  the  care  of  the  indigent 
1 of  I’hiladelphia  within  the  jnilsdictioii  of  your  de]>artmeut? 

DB.  NEFF:  Yes. 

.MB.  WOIjF:  Have  yon  given  any  thought  to  the  (piestion  of  the 

relative  advisability  of  the  general  almshouse  and  district  almshouses 
as  ai)plied  to  this  city? 

DB.  NEFF:  About  two  yeai-s  tigo  I did,  not  since. 

11  B.  IVOLF;  ^late  your  general  conclusions  as  to  the  aiiplicability 
lo  I’hiladelphia. 

DB.  NEFF:  1 made  a j-eport  to  the  ll;iyor  of  the  year  ending  lOOS, 

in  which  I formnhited  tlotse  opinions,  and  the  result  was  that  they 
are  considered  to  lx*  beneticial  fi-om  the  suindpoint  (d'  the  munici]>ality 
that  the  city  should  care  for  its  indigenls  under  one  department,  and 
that  was  a matter  ot  ojdnion,  of  cotirse,  and  another  matter  of  opinion 
was  that  it  would  do  away  with  two  sepaiate  classes  of  citizens  as 
fai-  as  taxation  Avas  concerned. 

11 B.  IVOLF:  You  mean  as  to  paying  the  raxes  separately? 

DB.  NEFF:  Yes;  the  ta.x  payers  are  ta.xed  in  those  districts  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  less  a certain  number-  of  cents  and  they  have 
to  collect  for  their  own  poor,  and  the  other  class  of  tax  payers  pay 
one  dollai-  and  lifty  cents. 

IIB.  WOLF:  From  an  administrative  standpoint  ai-e  the}'  of  any 

advantage  <wer  a general  poor  house — the  disti-ict  ])oor  houses — from 
the  standjioint  of  administering  the  affairs  of  the  i)oor  people? 

DB.  NEFF:  1 thiidv  so. 

IIB.  11T)LF:  Yon  think  there  are  advantages? 

DB.  NEFF : Advantages  of  administration  to  have  the  entire  city 
under  one  head. 

IIB.  IVOLF:  Have  yon  changed  in  any  way  the  views  contained 

in  the  i-eport  to  which  you  har-e  referred? 

DB.  NEFF : I am  of  the  same  opinion  yet. 
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^ri\.  WOTjF:  Do  yon  tliink  tlie  rlivee  distriof  jioor  lionses  could 

be  used  by  the  city  for  auy  purpose  other  tlian  llie  one  for  which  tliey 
are  now  beiu^-  used? 

DR.  NEFF:  I do. 

.MR.  WOLF:  For  wlial  ]ui]]M>se? 

]>R.  NEFF;  I was  not  egotistical  euouyli  to  luention  iii  lliat  rejiort 
for  what  specific  purposes  the  ]»ru])erties  could  be  ]uit  to,  but  the  city 
has  use  for  all  the  ground  it  lias  and  very  iiiuch  more  ground  than  ii 
now  lias,  and  it  the  city  had  the  ground  owned  by  the  separate  poor 
house  boards  1 think  the  city  could  pul  them  to  good  uses. 

IM  R.  AVOLF:  As  a general  almshouse  under  your  jurisdiction? 

DR.  NEFF;  Yes. 

IM  R.  AVOLF:  Is  tliere  any  reason  why  the  jicople  cared  for  now  in 

the  district  jioor  houses  could  md  be  cared  fm-  by  the  general  alms- 
house? 

DR.  NEFF;  Noiu'  excepting  crowding.  I don't  knov  how  the 
peo{)le  are  ke]d  there,  but  I pi-esume  they  have  more  s]iace  per  cajiita 
than  we  have  in  the  city  almslmust*  to-day.  At  this  lime 
it  was  supjiosed  that  a new  building  could  he  erected  if  an  a]»pro}U’ia- 
tion  sliould  be  made,  and  if  that  money  Avas  used  for  the  erection  of 
a liome  for  the  indigent  they  Avould  be  as  well  cared  for  as  anywhere 
else, 

.AIR.  AA'Ol.F;  Do  you  Ihiiik  there  are  adiantages  in  Iheir  care  in 
the  district  houses  which  they  could  not  ha\e  in  a large  enough  gen- 
eral house? 

DR.  NEFF;  No,  sir. 

.AIR.  AA’OLF:  Do  you  think  the  fad  ihat  it  is  in  a special  neighbor 

hood  makes  it  more  advantageous  shaii  to  havi*  lluaii  scaitered? 

DR.  NEFF;  Excejit  air  sjiace,  tliat  is  all.  Of  course,  the  more 
grounds  you  have  for  the  inmates  (he  heller  care  you  can  gi\'e  those 
inmates, 

.AIR.  AAOLF:  .Vs  a matter  of  fact  have  you  at  Rlockley  jieojile  a\1io 

come  from  the  districts  in  which  these  poor  houses  are  located? 

DR.  NEFF;  .\t  the  present  time? 

.AIR.  AA^OLF:  Yes. 

DR.  NEFF;  I don't  knoA\'  of  any.  They  vAould  not  Ik*  in  there  if  I 
could  help  it.  There  are  none  in  the  almshouse  projier. 

AIR.  AATALF:  flaA-eyou  the  light  to  refuse  to  admit  jieople  from  those 
districts? 

DR.  NEFF;  I think  so,  sir.  That  is  a legal  ipiesTion.  is  il  not? 

AIR.  AA^OLF;  AAdiat  is  your  jiosition? 

DR.  NEFF;  Aly  Position  has  been  that  the  taxes  raised  in  (ler- 
mantoAvn  and  elsewhere  should  be  suflicient  to  take  caie  of  those  peo- 
ple and  that  it  is  unfair  to  the  general  tax  jiayers.  There  are  peculiar 
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circuinstances  exisfin^,  but  as  a rule  I Avoubl  decline  to  admit  to  the 
almsliouse  in  i'hiladeljdiia  any  cases  belonging  to  tliose  three  terri- 
loi-ies. 

:dK.  tVOLF;  There  have  been  otlier  tei-ritories  than  the  three  alnis- 
hnnses  now  existing? 

Dl\.  NEFF:  I can  only  answer  (hat  (jueslion — yon  mean  before 

(he  Act  of  1854? 

.ME.  WOLF:  Yes. 

I>K.  NEFF:  I don't  (hink  so,  but  I am  not  [*repared  to  answer 

dial  question. 

THE  CHAIILMAN:  Hid  you  liear  (lie  suggeslion  of  Mr.  Wharlon 

in  relation  lo  the  fad  (hat  it  would  be  a good  idea  to  take  the  chib 
dr(*n  from  the  almshouse  and  ])lace  them  in  anolher  place? 

HR.  NEFF:  TluR  wonld  be  an  admirable  idea. 

THE  CHA  IRMAN : Yui  are  aware  that  (he  ]iooi-  house  of  Oerman- 

lown  would  hold  upwai'ds  of  two  hundred  and  tifty?  AVonId  that  take 
cart'  of  the  children  dial  you  have  at  die  almshouse? 

HR.  NEFF:  AVe  are  not  sujijiosed  to  have  any  vhildren  at  (he  alms- 
house at  all. 

THE  CllAl  RAIAN:  Thai  you  have  at  the  alm.shouse  at  the  jiresent 
time  1 mean? 

HR.  NEFF:  I Ihiiik  lliat  in  the  almshouse  projier  1 would  say  lhat 

I don’t  ladieve  we  have  any  childi-en. 

THE  OIIAIRAIAN:  How  many  in  the  Rhiladelphia  Hosjdtal? 

HR.  NEFF:  Ont'  hundred  and  tifty  to  (wo  hundred.  AVe  have  to 

keep  children  and  we  have  them  in  the  hospilal,  lhat  come  in  Avith 
their  mothers,  that  aie  sick,  but  they  ai-e  not  in  the  almshouse. 

THE  (’HAIRMAN:  R>ut  you  have  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two 

hundred  ? 

HR.  NEFF:  AYs,  sir. 

A1  R.  \\'(  )LF:  If  those  three  houses  were  ])ul  unde]'  yonr  jurisdiction 
;ind  yon  were  ]»ermitted  to  send  diei-e  the  jioor  from  any  district  in 
Philadelphia  could  you  use  the  three  houses  rvliich  are  only  about 
half  full? 

HR.  NEFF:  A"es,  sii*;  very  advantageously  in  my  judgment. 

THE  OH A1  RAIAN:  AATuild  yon  have  any  diflicnlW  in  tilling  them? 

HR.  NEFF:  No,  sir. 

AIR.  AATifiF:  Harm  you  tigured  out  the  cost  of  maintenance  in  the 
almshouse? 

HR.  NEFF:  Take  the  figures  for  1909,  they  are  not  sperated  in  the 
different  institutions.  A"on  mean  the  net  figni'es? 

AIR.  WOLF:  AYs. 

HR.  NEFF:  AA^e  have  a little  income  at  times.  The  net  figures  are 
different  for  males  and  females.  AA^e  have  figured  one  dollar  and 
eighty-nine  cents  a Aveek  for  males  and  tAvo  dollars  and  seAmnteen  cents 
for  female, S;  Noav  the  discrepancy  is  in  the  fact  that  we  don’t  bnv 
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coal  for  the  males  so  that  there  is  an  error  there;  they  are  kept  in  a 
building  belonging  to  the  Commercial  IMuseums  and  they  buy  the  coal 
for  heat,  light  and  power  in  that  building,  and  a fair  tigure  would 
be  two  dollars  and  seventeen  cents,  and  the  city  pays  it  but  not 
through  this  department.  We  don't  charge  ui»  repairs  to  the  indigent 
wards;  we  charge  ev^ery thing,  including 'rej)airs  to  the  building,  and 
we  don't  j)ay  repairs  to  the  Commercial  l)uilding. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  But  actually  the  cost  would  be  al)oui  tlie 

same. 

DR.  NEFF:  That  would  be  about  the  same. 

■’  MB.  WOLF:  For  tlie  purpose  of  clarity,  you  might  tell  us  Just 

what  buildings  you  have  for  the  car(*  of  the  ditferent  indigent  ])eo])le‘? 

DR.  NEFF:  We  have  one  large  section  called  the  Commercial  .Mu- 

seums' building  for  the  males  and  we  have  our  own  building  for  I he 
females. 

^IR.  WOLFM  What  do  you  call  the  buildings'? 

DR.  NEFF:  Blockley,  that  is  the  way  it  is  commonly  called. 

31R.  WOLF:  Then  the  ldiiladelj)hia  Almshouse  is  Blockley'? 

DR.  NEFF:  Well,  Blockley  is  the  nickname  used  for  many  year's 

jiast  covering  all  that  property  in  West  Philadeljdiia.  have  the 

Philadelphia  Hosi)ital  for  the  lirsane  the  Almshouse,  ami  the  Phila- 
delphia Oeneral  Hospital,  and  those  three  institutions  are  (ei-aied 
Blocklej’,  and  come  under  the  Bureau  of  Charity. 

IMR.  WOLF:  But  the  hospital  is  not  especially  for  the  ]»oor? 

DR.  NEFF:  No,  sir;  nor  the  insane  Intsj^ifal  either  but  the  a iiis- 

house  being  in  the  same  grounds  it  is  called  the  almshouse  hospital, 
which  is  a misnomer. 

TFIE  CHAIRMAN:  Have  you  any  j)aid  ])atients? 

DR.  NEFF:  Very  few. 

SENATOR  McConnell : You  have  a report  for  l!l(l!)‘? 

DR.  NEFF:  Yes,  sir. 

iMR.  WOLF":  And  the  1910  rei)ort  is  not  ready  yet? 

DR.  NEFF:  No,  sir;  but  it  will  be  ready  in  about  two  weeks.  1 

think  those  four  ]»ages  will  answer  the  jmrposes  that  you  want. 

iMR.  tVOLF":  What  is  the  institution  at  Byberry? 

DR.  NEFF":  That  is  an  adjunct  of  this  institution. 

iMR.  WOLF:  That  does  the  same  work? 

L)R.  NEFF:  We  have  an  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five  acre  farm 
and  we  use  that  as  an  overflow  from  the  crowded  condition  in  Phila- 
deljdiia  and  some  of  the  milder  cases  of  insane  are  emjdoyed  on  the 
farm. 

MR.  M OLF:  ^ on  could  take  care  of  all  Ihe  ])eoj)le  in  these  district-, 
])Oor  houses  at  Byberry  if  you  had  ihe  buildings? 

DR.  NEFF:  Yes,  we  could. 

MR.  WOLF:  Has  an  appropriation  been  asked  for? 
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Dll.  X1']FF;  AVt*  luive  iij^dOOjOOO,  foi-  (lie  building  of  the  lioiiie  for  the 
almshoiifse. 

ollb  WOLF;  ^Vhere  would  that  he? 

Dl\.  NFFF:  Any  ])laee  l)iil  l>yl)erry. 

]MK.  ^\'()U^L  You  lliiuk  that  you  would  liave  jioor  liouses  in  out- 
lying districts,  foi'  instance,  as  the  Oxfoi-d  and  Ja»wer  Dublin? 

DK.  Af]FF:  Xo,  sir.  I'e]lia|is  1 did  not  make  myself  clear,  Avhy 

1 said  not  Dyheriy  Avas  hecanse  if  that  is  to  he  ilie  ultimate  destination 
of  the  insane  yon  don't  want  an  almshouse  there,  because  ]»au[)erisni 
is  the  stigma  of  Fhiladel])liia  to-day. 

( Dr  Nett  was  thereujKUi  excused  and  retired). 

SAlNlUhiL  JdtUOIILIN,  called,  sworn  by  the  Chairman,  and  exam- 
ineil  as  follows: 

IMJi.  WOLF:  Where  do  yon  live? 

1\11L  LOFCHLIN:  Administration  Building,  Thirty-fourth  street 

below  Bine,  riiiladelphia. 

IMIL  WOLF:  What  is  your  jiositioii? 

.M  K.  LOUOIILIN:  Superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Charities. 

]\LB.  ^VOLF;  You  ])iepare  the  rei)orts  of  the  Bureau  of  Ihihlic  Health 
and  Charities  so  far  as  they  concern  the  institutions? 

1\IB.  LOFCHLIN;  Blockley,  yes,  sir. 

^IlL  AVOLF:  And  the  tigures  thei-e  (indicating)  are  correct  to  the 
best  of  yonr  knowledge? 

AIli.  LOFCHLIN:  Correct;  yes,  sir. 

iMIL  AVOLF:  Have  yon  a similar  schedule  for  tlie  year  ending  1910, 
yet  ? 

AllL  LOFCHLIN;  It  is  not  completed. 

AIIL  AVOLF;  AAdien  is  it  likely  to  he  comjdeted? 

AIK.  LOFCHLIN;  Possibly  in  ten  or  tifteen  days,  that  dei»ends 
when  the  Comitlroller  will  do  certain  things  in  order  to  settle  onr  ac- 
counts, they  could  he  completed  up  to  December  1st. 

MIL  AAT)LF;  AVill  there  he  some  material  ditference? 

AIIL  LOFCHLIN:  AA'ell,  there  is  a slight  difference,  a slight  dif- 
ference in  population  and  expense,  and  a great  difference  in  the  in- 
crease of  the  amoiuit  of  money  received. 

AIIL  AVOLF:  Is  there  any  substantial  ditference  in  the  average  cost 
of  maintenance? 

AIK.  LOFCHLIN:  It  would  he  very  slight  and  front  what  I under- 

stand it  would  run  very  close  to  1909. 

AIK.  AVOLF:  As  the  hospital  for  the  indigent  or  almshouse? 

AIK.  LOUCFILIN:  Yes,  sir. 

MIL  AVOLF:  Is  the  average  cost  likely  to  he  the  same? 

MIL  LOLTGHLIN:  The  two  previous  ones  are  in  connection  with 
the  whole  institution. 
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ME.  ’WOLF:  speakiii»-  of  the  oost  of  mainteiuuiee  of  the  in- 

mates made  for  the  indigent,  have  yon  any  reason  to  helieve  that  the 
cost  of  maintenance  is  materially  dilferent  from  what  it  was  last  vear  ? 

MIL  LOUGHLliS’ : There  wonld  he  a slight  dilterence,  the  increased 
cost  of  maintenance  wonld  he  increased. 

MIL  WOLF:  By  reason  of  what? 

MIL  LOUGHLIiN:  Of  wood,  and  so  forth,  that  we  snpi»ly. 

3IB.  WOLF:  ^Vhen  y(»n  prepaie  that  statement  will  yon  give  it 

to  ns? 

MIL  LOUGLlLIIsL  Yes,  sir. 

(Mr.  Longhlin  was  thereupon  excused  and  retii-edi. 

JAMES  F.  MOBBISOY,  called,  sworn  hy  the  Chaiianan,  and  exam- 
ined as  follows: 

MB.  WOLF:  What  is  yonr  residence? 

INIIL  MOBBISOY:  810  South  Third  street,  Bhiladelphia. 

MB.  WOLF:  Wdiat  is  yonr  otiticial  position? 

MB.  MOBBISOY:  Chief  Clerk,  Department  of  Beceiver  <d'  Taxes. 

MB.  WOLF:  How  long  have  yon  been  in  the  ohice  of  the  Beceiver 

of  Taxes? 

IMB.  MOBBISOX:  Twenty  years. 

^IB.  WOLF:  In  what  wards  is  the  poor  tax  assessed  se]iarately 

from  the  rest  of  the  city  taxes? 

MB.  MOBBISOX:  Twenty-second,  Forty-second,  Twenty  third. 

Thirty-fifth  and  Forty-first  wards. 

MB.  IVOLF:  Will  yon  state  to  the  Committee  whether  or  not  that 
is  an  easy  and  economical  method  of  collecting  the  j)oor  tax? 

MB.  iMOBBISOX:  \’ery  awkward. 

:\IB.  WOLF:  Why? 

MB.  MOBBISOX:  It  makes  certain  divisions  of  the  Beceiver  of 

Taxes.  There  is  a poor  (ax  collector  in  Germantown  and  one  in 
Frankford,  and,  I think,  perlni]»s  elsewhere  We  have  no  connection 
with  them  in  any  way  at  all,  they  make  no  re])ort  to  the  Beceiver 
of  Taxes. 

MB.  WOLF:  'Would  it  be  easier  for  yon  to  compute  (he  amount  of 
taxes  due  if  it  were  all  included  in  the  one  assessment? 

MB.  MOBBISOX:  Very  inncli  easier.  For  instance,  the  city  tax 

rate  is  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  the  suburban  rate  is  one  dollar  ]>er 
hundred  valuation,  and  the  farm  rate  is  seventy-five  cents;  for  the 
wards  that  1 have  Just  mentioned,  the  city  rate  is  one  dollar  and 
forty-five  cents,  the  suburban  rate  is  nineCv-six  and  two-thii-ds,  and 
the  farm  rate  is  seventy-two  and  a half  cents,  and  there  is  some  little 
difiicnlty  in  mental  arithmetic  when  yon  get  into  those  things. 

MB.  WOLF:  Does  that  necessitate  extra  collectors? 

MR.  jMORBISOX:  I think  it  does.  W^e  seem  to  think  that  we 

have  a most  perfect  system  in  the  lax  ofiice.  M'e  have  proved  wards. 
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]\1K.  \\OLl''':  I suj:pose  that  tliere  is  an  unnecessary  expense  in 

llie  keejhng  of  liie  assessment  hooks  for  one  thino-,  is_  t there? 

Mli.  MUlililSOX;  1 presume  they  liave  the  saiue  entry  in  the 
, office  of  the  Jfevision  of  Taxes  in  making  up  fhe  l»ooks.  The  multi 
jilication  lias  to  he  made  tlaav  in  earl)  district. 

TIIK  ( TIA  llLALViX : It  necessarily  must  l>e  very  dilficnlt  and  tluow 

a g'l'eat  deal  )>f  wmk  on  the  lleceiver  of  Taxes,  having  now  six  figures 
to  figure  instead  of  three? 

-MJ{.  AIORKISON:  Yes,  sir. 

-Ml;.  WOLF;  If  the  taxes  in  those  wards  weie  collected  hy  the 
Receiver  of  Taxes  as  the  other  wai-ds  ai-e,  do  yon  think  it  would  cost 
,\o)i  more  to  do  than  it  does  now? 

MR.  .M()RRIS()N;  \ es,  and  in  addition  to  that  it  would  he  a 2'i‘eat 
relief  to  the  tax  payei-s. 

SEYATOK  McCOYYELlo  In  what  way? 

iMR.  tM()RRIS()X;  Foi  instance,  a jiarty  owns  a property  in  the 
Tenth  W ai-d,  one  in  ihe  'I'wentielh,  one  in  the  Twenty-fifth,  one  in  the 
1 we]i ty-second  and  one  in  the  ’rwenty-thii)],  he  ]»ays  most  of  the  taxes 
to  the  Recei\'er  ot  Taxes  at  the*  ('ity  H;dl,  hut  on  those  located  in  the 
w;i)-ds  where  these  ]ioor  hoards  ;ire  he  has  to  ]»ay  the  five,  ten  oi'  tif- 
tcc'ii  cents  to  them,  :ind  if  he  should  hap]ten  to  go  deliiapient  it  costs 
him  monev. 

THE  CTIAIRMAX:  Forty  j.er  cent? 

MR.  M()RRIS()X;  Two  hnndied  and  foidy  per  cent. 

A1  c(„  ( )XX hj LL ; And  it  woidd  not  cost  the  citv  anv 
moi-e  to  cover  those  districts? 

AIR.  AfORRLSOX';  1 think  it  would  cost  less  and  it  wonhl  mini- 
mize the  work  of  the  office  in  entering  the  hills. 

AIR.  W'OJ.F:  In  other  Avords,  yon  think  that  the  Receive)*  of 

Taxes  conl<l  collect  the  taxes  without  it  costing  any  iiiore  than  it 
<loes  now? 

AIR.  MORRISOX:  Yes,  sir. 

AIR.  A\()LF:  ^Vnd  saA'e  what  the  collectois  of  taxes  get  in  those 

wards? 

AIK.  AI()RRIS()XX  Ih'oAddiug  the  Roai-d  of  Revision  of  Taxes 
would  make  the  tax  rate  the  same  as  in  other  Avards.  The  TAAmnty- 
lirst  Avard  has  a ditfei'ent  system  and  AA*e  collect  the  full  rate  there  and 
then  Ave  divide  it  up  Avith  them. 

AIR.  W’OLF;  That  is  Roxhorongh  ? 

AOk.  AI( )RR Ib( )X";  Yes,  sir;  Councils  make  an  appropriation 
ye:iidy  and  the  Comjdroller  approA^es  the  hill  for  the  Overseers  of  th.e 
J'oor  of  Roxhorongh,  and  councils  make  an  apju-opi-iation  of  ahont 
tor tj -five  to  forty-six  hundred  dollars,  iuid  Ave  draAv  a AA'arraiit  anil 
they  go  aAvay  happy,  and  in  that  Avay  Ave  collect  the  taxes  of  Rox- 
horough  and  as  I understand  it,  the  Roxhorongh  Poor  House  is  only 
open  to  one  part  of  the  citizenship  of  that  borough, 
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SENATOR  McCONNEL:  To  a part  only? 

MK.  MOJilviSOA:  Yes.  A man  liviiiji  on  llie  east  side  of  the 

street  may  go  to  Eoxborongli  Poor  House,  Imt  the  ])oor  fellow  on  the 
west  side  must  go  to  Bloekley,  because  he  is  not  in  that  district.  I 
am  under  the  imj)ression  that  Leverington  Street  divides  the  thing, 
but  I am  not  sure  as  to  the  dividing  line,  but  that  could  be  gotten 
from  the  books  of  the  Poxborough  people. 

^II\.  WOLF:  But  in  your  mind  it  would  be  both  economical  and 

convenient  to  collect  the  jtoor  tax  by  the  city? 

MB.  IMOBBISOX:  Yes,  and  it  would  be  of  very  great  advantage 

to  the  tax  j)ayers.  For  instance,  a tax  jiayer  lives  at  Chelton  Avenue 
and  Germantown  Avenue,  the  poor  tax  collector  is  eighty  hundred 
and  something  Chestnut  Hill,  he  writes  his  check  and  sends  it  to  us 
at  one  dollar  and  forty-tive  cents  and  then  he  must  hunt  up  the  other 
cha])  and  send  his  taxes  to  him,  and  there  is  a very  good  salary  at- 
tached to  the  tax  collector  of  Geimiantown — it  is  worth  altout  three 
or  four  thousand  dollars  a year. 

(iMr.  ^lorrison  was  thereujHiii  excused  and  retired). 

DB.  HEXBY  SYKES,  Chief  Besident  IMiysician,  IMiiladelphia,  (Jen 
eral  Hospital,  called,  sworn  by  the  Chairman,  and  examined  as  fol- 
lows : 

MB.  WOLF:  Where  do  you  live? 

HB.  SYKES:  I live  at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital. 

iMB.  At'OLE:  Is  the  hospital  the  institution  which  takes  caie  of 

the  poor  of  Philadelphia? 

1)B.  SYKES:  T have  nothing  to  do  with  the  indigent  exce]>t  to 

su])])ly  medical  attention.  The  home  for  the  indigent  is  separabi 
from  the  Idiiladelphia  General  Hos])ital,  but  we  have  an  interne 
whose  duty  it  is  to  visit  the  female  departmtuii.  and  they  go  to  bo<h, 
and  our  indigent  jtatients  have  a doctor  to  see  them  every  day  and 
they  are  on  call  in  case  one  should  be  sick. 

THE  CllAlB.MAX:  You  do  that  right  from  the  hosj.dtal? 

HB.  SYKES:  Yes,  in  case  they  are  sick. 

MB.  WOLE:  How  far  apart  are  they? 

DB.  SYKES:  The  women  light  in  the  same  grounds  and  the  men 

on  the  fither  side  of  the  street. 

iMB.  tt’OLE:  One  hundred  yards  away? 

DB.  SYKES:  Xot  that  far. 

^IB.  WOLF : You  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  conduct  of  the  poor 

house? 

DB.  SYKES:  Xothing  except  to  supjily  the  medical  attention. 

MB.  WOLE:  Do  they  require  much  medical  attention? 

DB.  SYKES:  Yes,  we  have  quite  a considerable  amount  of  atten- 

tion to  give  them.  AY  e have  a doctor  to  go  over  there  twice*  a week 
and  he  is  over  there  tor  a day  dressing  ditferenl  sores  of  these  differ- 
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eiit  jienple.  There  is  oiu*  tiling  that  1 want  to  tell  you,  we  have  to 
lake  these  cases  I'roni  ilie  onl lying  districts  whenever  the\'  get  sick, 
' ’ and  we  get  an  order  froin  the  Hoard  of  (Inardians  from  these  dis- 
tricts and  then  They  pay  tiie  IMiiladeliihia  llosjiilal  to  take  care  of 
them.  In  case  of  consnniptiou  or  erysipelas  we  have  to  take  care  of 
them. 

THli  ('HAIlk.MAN:  In  other  words,  all  they  do  is  to  house  the 

]ieo]de  of  their  districts  vhen  they  are  not  sick? 

I>K.  tsVlvIiS:  Yes,  sir. 

THIi  ('HAIK.MAX:  And  when  the  ]>oor  fellow  gets  any  further 

he  has  to  go  into  the  I’hiladelphia  (ienei-al  llosjiital? 

DR.  BVKIiS;  Yes. 

(Dr.  Sykes  was  therenpon  excused  and  retired). 

llJiXJIY  K.  FRIES,  called,  sworn  by  the  Chairinan,  and  examined 
as  follows: 

IMR.  ^VOLF:  ^^  hat  is  yonr  i-esideiice? 

.MR.  FRIES:  Orthodox  Street,  Frankford. 

.MR.  AVOLF:  Yon  are.  1 believe  the  solicitor  for  the  Hoard  of  Poor 

liirectors  for  O.xford  and  Lower  Dublin? 

.MR.  FRIES:  Yes. 

.MR.  AVOLF:  And  have  been  so  since  when? 

IMR.  FRIES:  I don’t  recall  disinctly,  I should  say  about  four  or 

live  years,  ]ierha]»s  longer,  it  has  been  foi'  some  time. 

.MR.  AVOLF:  l>o  yon  i-eniember  the  agitation  in  the  early  part  of 

1!)0!)  concerning  the  abolition  of  the  ])oor  houses? 

AIR.  FRIES:  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  last  session  of  the  f legislature? 

.MR.  AYOLF:  Aes. 

AIR.  FRIES:  A'es,  I do,  very  well. 

AIR.  WOLF:  Do  von  remember  that  a special  meeting  was  called 

at  the  end  of  .March,  11)0!),  at  the  residence  of  Air.  Iloff  at  yonr  re- 
quesT  to  consider  Tvays  and  means  for  defeating  that  bill? 

AIR.  FRIES:  AYs,  T know  that  a meeting  was  called,  I don't  know 

just  at  whose  retpiest  it  was  called,  but  there  was  such  a meeting  to 
discuss  what  we  should  do  in  the  matter? 

AIR.  AA’OLF:  AAYre  yon  present? 

AIR.  FRIES:  Yes. 

AIR.  AYOLF:  At  that  meeting  a resolution  was  ]>assed,  was  it  not, 

ordering  a payment  of  six  hundred  dollars,  five  hundred  dollars  to 
]»ay  an  attorney  and  one  hnndred  dollars  for  general  expenses  ])er- 
taining  to  the  protest  against  this  bill? 

AIR.  FRIES:  That  is  my  ini])ression,  T think  those  figures  are 

right,  and  I would  like  to  say  that  we  called  that  meeting  and  there 
W'ere  several  citizeiis  members  of  the  community,  and  the  matter  was 
<liscnssed  by  such  'institutions  as  the  Frankford  and  Twenty-Third 
AALard  Business  men  and  so  on,  and  the  community  thought — as  we 


got  the  drift  of  their  opinion — tliat  in  view  of  tlie  fact  lhat  that  was 
an  old  iustitntion  prior  1o  ihe  e(»nsolidation  (d  18. >4  and  that  the 
district  had  refused  to  go  into  tlie  consolidation  with  the  city  nnless 
we  should  he  allo^\■ed  to  maintain  certain  institutions,  and  the  pro- 
vision of  that  act  was  that  those  institntions  shonld  never  he  abol- 
ished except  by  vote  of  that  district,  we  felt  that  it  was  not  only  onr 
dvity  bnt  onr  privilege  to  take  snch  ajipropriaie  steps  to  oj)pose  such 
action  by  the  Legislature  within  reason,  and  to  state  the  result  of 
lhat  meeting  to  the  Legislature.  31r.  l>ell  was  retained  as  connsel 
along  with  myself,  and  we  did  go  to  llairisbnrg  and  we  had  to  in- 
T'estigate  the  law  and  the  ditlerent  ([nestions  bearing  njxni  tin*  or- 
ganization and  the  rights  of  these  institntions,  and  there  were  varions 
actions  taken  by  connsel,  and  so  on,  in  connection  with  that  matter. 

.MIL  WOLF:  And  do  yon  remember  whether  or  not  the  sum  of 

live  hnndred  (hdlars  was  i»aid  to  ^Ir.  I’.ell? 

iMlL  FJvlES;  That  is  my  impression. 

THE  CHAllLMAA:  How  ninch  more  did  it  cost? 

MIL  ^V()LF:  One  hnndred  dollars  for  general  expenses. 

MIL  FIHES:  That  was  abont  the  snm  si)eirt  1 think,  bnt  1 have 

rrot  looked  at  the  figures  for  two  years. 

^IIL  WOLF:  Had  the  matter  been  called  to  yonr  attention  by  any 

oae  connected  with  the  Foor  District  of  (lermantown? 

MIL  FIHES:  I haven't  any  recollection  of  arty  thing  of  that  kind. 

(Mr.  Fries  asks  permission  of  the  Cliairman  to  present  on  belialf 
of  the  Poor  Directors  of  Oxford  and  Lower  Dublin,  a statement  of 
the  cost  of  maintenarrce  of  that  institntion,  which  permission  the 
Chairman  granted ) . 

(Mr.  Fries  was  therenpoii  excused  and  retired). 

Adjonrned  to  meet  at  the  oflice  of  the  Chairman.  Wednesday,  dan 
nary  18th,  1!)11,  at  2 P.  *M. 
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(JEKMANTO^Vl\  POOli  BOAKD: 
MATTHEW  ADAM. 


Meeting  called  To  order  at  iMU  P.  M.  hv  the  Cliaiiiiiau. 


L1XMT30D  T.  IIOL.dE.  heretofore  sworn,  rt'called. 

ME.  WOLE:  Yon  were  jneseiil  at  a meeting  of  The  Hoard  on 

^farch  dlst,  P.H)!),  at  which  it  was  decided  1o  a]i]»ro]n  ia re  six  Imndrt'd 
dollars  for  opjiosing  th.e  hills  to  abolish  poor  houses  :it  llarrislnirg? 

ME.  H(3LME:  Yes,  sir. 

3IE.  WOLE;  Yon  voted  for  lhal  resolution? 

ME.  HOLME:  Yes,  sir. 

3IE.  AYOLE:  At  that  time,  hy  the  way,  there  \\as  a deticit  in  yonr 

account,  was  there  not? 

ME.  HOLME:  That  might  Imve  been,  1 can't  recall. 

3fE.  3YOLF:  M’hat  is  yotir  hnsiness? 

ME.  HOLIME:  i am  in  the  grocery  hnsiness. 

]\IE.  ^YOLE:  Under  what  name? 

ME.  HOLME:  Holme  Hrothers. 

ME.  WOLF:  Anybody  else  in  that  hnsiness? 

ME.  HOLME:  One  brother. 

3IE.  WOTjF:  A'hat  is  his  name? 

ME.  HOLME:  Eichard  T. 

ME.  3YOLE:  Has  Holme  Ifrothers  been  snpjtlying  or  fmnishing 

snjtplies  to  yonr  pottr  district? 

3IE.  HOL31E:  Xot  Ity  contract.  When  there  is  anything  ne(*ded 

between  boards  in  a small  way  tliey  perha])S  would  call  at  my  jilace 
and  get  it. 

ME.  3YOLF:  As  a matter  of  fact,  have  yon  any  idea  how  much 

goods  yon  sold  to  the  jioor  board  during  the  year  of  Ibltl? 

ME.  HOIjME:  I have  not,  no  sir. 

3iE.  3YOLF:  I will  read  yon  the  statment  of  them  according  to 

the  minutes,  and  ask  whether,  as  far  as  yon  know,  they  ai‘e  correct  . 
January  2()th,  Ibltl,  Holme  Hrothers,  .^sr)..~)() ; IT^briiary  1st,  Ibli), 
Holme  Brothers,  .'^77. 2b ; 3farch  17th,  IblO,  Holme  Hrothers,  |s;!.(ib ; 
April  21st.  IblO,  Holme  Brothers,  ftib.K;;  May  Pith,  Ibltl,  Holme 
Hrothers,  •f62.87 ; June  16th,  P.IKI,  Holme  Brothers,  .f.jb.7ti;  July  21si, 
IblO,  Holme  Hrotheis,  .1j;82.b4 ; August  Kith,  Ibid,  Holme  Brothers. 
•^:>6.76;  8eptend)er  loth,  Ibid,  Holme  Brothers,  l.'ili.tL’ ; October  2dth, 
Ibltl,  Holme  Brothels,  8116.((b:  November  2dth,  Ibid,  Holim'  Broth 
ers,  |!l7.2d ; December  l.ltli,  l!lld,  minutes  incomplete.  In  each  case 
these  figures  are  marked  for  sujiplies,  are  they  con-ect  to  the  best  of 
your  knowledge? 

ME.  HOLME:  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  they  are  correct. 
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MR.  WOLF:  What  was  voiii-  position  on  the  board  during  the 

time  tliese  siipjilies  were  furnished? 

•MR.  HOLME:  Seorelarv. 

MR.  tVOLF:  And  this  minute  book  from  which  I luwe  read  tlie 

lig'ures  is  your  recoi-d? 

MR.  JIOfAIE:  Yes,  sir. 

.MR.  tVOLF:  During  wliat  jieriod  lias  Holme  Ibothers  been  snp- 

jilying  goods  to  Ihe  jioor  district — for  how  long? 

MR.  HOL.ME:  .More  or  less  since  1 have  been  a member  of  the 

board. 

.MR.  tVOLF:  In  making  iij)  your  a]:]»ro])i  iation  for  each  meeting 

I see  (liat  according  lo  Ihe  minnies  a gross  sum  is  given  to  each  one 
of  the  directors,  is  that  coriect? 

.MR.  HOL.ME:  Tin*  Directors  bring  in  a bill  for  all  the  goods  snp- 

jdied,  (hat  is  to  save  work  for  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  the  bills 
that  are  given  to  him  are  bunched  together  and  a statment  made  ni» 
from  it,  and  the  total  amount  of  it  given  to  the  Finance  Committee 
for  andiling,  and  it  tliey  tind  those  bills  correct  they  authorize  an 
order  drawn  on  tin*  treasurer  to  pay  those  bills,  and  the  order  drawn 
is  for  a lnni]»  sum. 

.MR.  WOLF:  .\re  those  bills  kejd? 

iMR.  HOL.ME:  Yes,  sir. 

MIL  WOLF:  A\ho  has  them? 

iUR.  HOL.ME:  I have  them. 

i\l  R.  t\'()LF:  .Vre  they  entered  on  the  books? 

:MR.  HOL.ME:  Yes,  each  one. 

.MR.  \Y()LF:  tt"e  will  lake  the  last  minutes  which  yon  have  com- 

jibde,  that  of  November  20th,  1010,  1 see,  for  instance  there  that  an 
order  was  drawn  to  yon  for  |4i;!.2S,  one  of  the  items  of  which  is  this: 
“Holme  Hrothers,  relief,  .tfSl.T")”,  now  where  is  there  any  further 
items? 

.MR.  HOIj.ME:  The  bill  is  itemized  on  the  bunch  of  the  bills  that 

is  given  to  Ihe  committee. 

■MR.  W'OLF:  Is  there  any  record  kei»t  of  that  bunch  of  bills? 

■MR.  HOL.ME:  1 don't  know  (exactly  what  yon  mean. 

MR.  t\'OLE:  Is  there  any  way  in  which  yon  can  tell  what  the 
ifSI.T")  is  for? 

IMR.  HOL.ME:  Yes. 

.MR.  WOLF:  Where  is  that? 

.MR.  HOLiME:  .V  bill  jireseiited  at  Ihe  meeting. 

MR.  WOLF:  Who  keeps  the  bill? 

.MR.  HOLIME:  1 do,  as  secretary. 

.MR.  tt'OLF:  Have  yon  them  here? 

.MR.  nOL.ME:  No,  but  the  bills  are  pinned  together  and  added 

up.  , 
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MI\.  ^yOLF:  I miderstaiul  then  tliat  when,  for  instance  an  order 

is  made  to  pay  Air.  Alartin  fid;!. 00  for  the  relief  of  Frankford  that 
yon  have  an  itemized  hill  showing  what  tlie  item  is? 

AIK.  HULAIE;  Yes. 

AIK.  WOLF:  And  that  yon  keeji  those  hills? 

AIK.  HULAIE:  Yes. 

AIK.  AYOLF:  And  that  yon  have  what  it  is  for? 

AIK.  HULAIE:  Yes,  sir;  we  heard  that  another  institution  did  that 

so  as  to  save  tronhle  for  making  ont  an  order  for  every  little  grocer 
or  hntcher  that  fnrnished  things  like  that,  and  that  director  is  re- 
sjioiisihle  for  that  amonnt  of  money,  and  those  hills  ai'c  all  tacked 
together  in  one  hnnch. 

AIK.  WOLF:  During  the  time  that  yon  were  secretary  yonr  }»oor 

district  borrowed  money  from  A.  (’.  Shallcross,  is  that  correct? 

AIK.  HULAIE:  He  was  anthorized  as  treasurer  to  .sii|)]»ly  the 

money. 

AIK.  WULF:  A'ell,  on  the  17th  of  June,  1907,  I notice  an  entry 

that  you  paid  notes  of  Air.  Shallcross  amonnting  to  about  ten  tbon- 
sand  dollars,  was  that  money  loaned  by  Air.  iShallcross? 

AIK.  HULAIE:  That  I couldn't  say  jiositively;  he  as  treasurer  fnr- 

nished the  money. 

AIK.  WULF:  Do  yon  know  where  he  got  it? 

AIK.  HULAIE:  I coiddn't  exactly  tell  that,  whetluM-  it  was  his 

own  ])ersonal  money,  or  whether  the  money  of  the  Second  National 
Itank.  I don't  knotv. 

AIK.  WULF:  Did  the  board  pay  wages  to  the  inmates  of  the  ]»oor 

hon.se  who  did  work  there? 

AIK.  HUL.ME:  Yes,  .sir. 

AIK.  WULF:  How  long  has  that  been  done? 

AIK.  HfiLAIE:  I guess  that  has  always  been  done. 

AIK.  WULF:  I)id  yon  charge  them  for  the  cost  of  maintaining 

them? 

AIK.  HULAIE:  No.  The  way  that  is  done  is  if  the  steward  thinks 

a certain  man  does  work  and  does  il  faithfully,  that  he  should  i-e- 
ceive  a .small  compensation,  and  lu‘  ]>ays  him.  1 think  the  highest 
paid  is  one  dollar  a week. 

AIK.  AN’ULF:  Dniing  the  year  from  A])ril,  19(19,  to  Ajnil,  1910. 

do  yon  know  whether  yonr  exjienses  were  running  over  yonr  income? 

AIK.  HULAIE:  They  may  have  been  a little  over,  but  om^  reason 

about  that  is  that  onr  money  comes  in  at  so  irregular  a time,  and  we 
have  to  take  money  at  one  time  and  tlnm  straighten  u]i  another. 

AIK.  WULF:  As  a matter  of  fact,  in  the  year  from  Ajull  1st,  1909, 

to  April  1st,  1910,  yonr  ex])enses  were  about  live  thousand  dollars 
greater  than  yonr  income,  weren't  they? 

AIL*.  HULAIE:  That  I could  not  tell. 


to 

ME.  M'OLF;  Will  yon  look  at  llie  statement  in  yonr  book  ami 
tell  me. 

ME.  IIOLIME;  ( ReCen-iiij;'  1o  book).  That  seems  to  be  wrong. 

.ME.  >\'t)LF:  For  the  yeai-  ending  .\]nil  loth,  l!Mb,  yon  received 

from  land  damages  nineteen  Ihonsand  dollars  which  yon  took  in  as  a 
receijtt  ? 

ME.  110LM7<]:  Yes,  sii-. 

,M1\.  Af  tin*  same  tinn^  yon  paid  ol'f  notes  and  mortgages 

amonniing  to  .fl2,s;!1.7!)? 

.ME.  IlUL.MF:  Yes,  sir;  lhat  is  right.  ^ 

.ME.  ^V()LF:  The  difterence  between  them  was  extraordinary  I'O- 

ceiids,  was  it  not,  and  lhai  rejtrescmled  Ihe  balance  between  what 
yon  had  gotten  for  yoni-  land  and  ihe  notes  yon  jiai<l  off? 

.AfE.  110L.MF;  Yes,  sir, 

.ME.  ^\d)lJF:  That  amoniiis  to  about  sixty-two  hnndred  dollars? 

ME.  IIOL.M  lY  Yes,  sir. 

AfE.  \YOLF;  And  at  the  end  (d‘  Ihe  year  yonr  balance  was 
|l,231.:n? 

AIE.  IIOLAIF:  AAs. 

AfE.  ^Y()LF:  In  other  w(»rds,  about  five  ihonsand  dollars  less.'' 

AIE.  IIOLAIF:  Yes,  sir. 

dTlh]  CflAlEAl.VN:  Fiv<‘  ihonsand  dollars  of  the  ca]»i1al  account 

Avas  used  in  Ihe  maintenance,  is  lhat  right? 

.MJk.  IIOLAIF:  d’hat  is  the  way  it  looks. 

.ME.  AYOLF:  Is  that  coirect? 

AIE.  IIOL.M  hi;  1 gness  those  lignres  are  I'ight,  lini  not  being  an 
(“X])erl  at  tigni'es  I kc]»t  the  account  from  month  to  month. 

AIE.  ^^'OLF:  l>o  yon  have  any  religions  discrimination  at  yonr 

home  ? 

.ME.  IIOLAIF:  No,  sir. 

.ME.  A\'OLF:  Do  yon  have  any  religions  sendees? 

.MIL  IIOLAIF:  Yes,  tAvice  a month. 

AIE.  AYtJLF:  For  Avhich  the  board  has  authorized  a j)ayment? 

.ME.  IIOLAIF:  Of  th"e  dollars  a month. 

AIE.  A\d)LF:  ^Yhen  are  those  services  held? 

AIE.  IIOLAIF:  I conldn'i  say  Avhether  it  Avas  the  fust  or  the  mid- 

dle. 

AIE.  AAT)LF:  On  Avhat  day? 

AIE.  IIOLAIF;  Sunday. 

AIE.  AYOLF:  P.y  whom? 

AIE.  IIOLAIF:  AYe  have  a Eajdist  clergyman  that  counts  tAvice  a 

month. 

AfE.  AYOLF;  Have  yon  ever  been  j)resent  at  the  services? 

AIE.  IIOLAIF:  A'es,  sir. 


71 


MR.  WOLF;  Would  you  say  tliat  tlie  services  are  entirely  unde- 
uomiiiational  ? 

MR.  HOLME:  Entirely  so,  yes,  sir.  For  instance,  I vent  tlieie 

one  Sunday  afternoon,  and  it  was  the  date  of  the  services  and  I stayed 
there. 

(Mr.  Fries,  Connsel  for  tlie  O.xfurd  and  J.ower  Dnhlin  Poor  Rnard. 
requests  permission  to  ask  tlie  witness  a few  (juestions,  which  pernii- 
sion  was  thereupon  granted  by  the  Chairman). 

MR.  FRIES:  You  have  been  asked  about  the  deticiency  for  the 

year  ending  1010,  isn't  it  a fact  that  certain  Hoaiing  indebtedness 
was  jiaid  off  in  the  year's  exjieiises'? 

3IR.  HOLME:  Tliat  1 couldn't  say,  IMr.  Fries,  because  it  might 

be  in  this  twelve  thousand  dollars  or  notes  and  mortgages. 

iMR.  FRIES:  IVei-e  they  not  certain  special  improvements  made 

during  that  year'/ 

MR.  HOLME:  Yes,  sir;  we  had  a laundry  put  in  which  the  stew- 

ard thought  it  would  be  convenient  to  have,  and  1 think  that  was  dur- 
ing the  year. 

MR.  FRIES:  In  the  tirst  place,  I want  to  call  your  attention  to 

the  notes  and  mortgages,  -f 111, S:!  1.70,  what  does  that  item  refer  to, 
and  exjilain  to  this  committee  the  payment  of  that  twelve  thousand 
dollars  during  that  year? 

^IR.  HOLjIE:  That  was  a note  that  we  had  been  carrying  for 

eighty-five  hundred  dollars,  1 can't  Tell  the  exact  lime,  but  there  was 
a resolution  passed  by  the  board  that  we  were  to  borrow  four  thou- 
sand dollars  for  improvements  we  put  in,  we  put  in  a heating  plant 
and  that  was  eighteen  hundred  dollars;  we  put  in  electi-ic  light.s — we 
used  to  use  lamps — and  we  painted  the  institution,  especially  the 
outside,  and  that  all  came  to  twenty-eight  hundred  dollars,  and  we 
had  011I3’  borrowed  four  Ihousaud  didlars,  and  twenty-eight  hundred 
of  that  is  included. 

THE  CHAIRiMAN:  However,  that  doesn't  get  away  with  the  pro 

jiosition  of  having  received  ninetecm  thousand  dollars  and  ]iaving  olf 
f ll2,8.‘U.T!t,  there  is  a difference  between  your  surjilus  and  the  amount 
expended  of  pretty  ne*ar  tive  thousand  dolhus,  and  it  dot'sn't  make 
any  difference  what  the  improvements  consisted  of. 

MR.  FRIES:  Rut  that  was  a tloatiiig  indebtedness  that  was 

created  yetirs  before  and  was  wiped  out  as  soon  as  we  fottnd  that  we 
were  in  funds. 

THE  CHAIRMAN;  Rut  you  want  to  show  that  the  amount,  be- 
tween those  two  amounts,  is  the  difference  in  the  treasury  of  five 
thoiisand  dollars,  which  you  used  during  that  year? 

tMR.  FRIES:  That  item  of  credit  of  twelve  thousand  dolhus 

showed  that  we  had  extraordinary  exjienses  during  that  period. 


THE  CIlArRMAN:  Voii  nuist  have  niii  l)ack  five  llioiisaiid  dol- 

lai's  and  have  lakeii  it  out  of  the  nineteen  thousand  dollars,  and 
tak(‘U  it  out  of  your  i-cn-eipts? 

Mlv.  EKIhilS;  Tliat  is  true,  hut  that  doesn’t  show  in  the  way  of  a 
tioal in*;'  indehtedness. 

31  li.  FKIl'iiS:  Thei(‘  is  anotlier  ((uestion  that  1 want  to  ask  you. 

Theie  is  an  item  of  fT.l’dd.40  paid  to  Norristown  Ilosjtital  for  in- 
sane i»ati(*nls,  wliich  is  chai-yed  u|)  to  the  Oxford  and  Lower  Dnhiin 
institution,  doesn’t  tliat  include  more  than  a year's  hill  for  that  insti- 
I ut  ion? 

31R.  llOlAlh];  Yes,  siiy  oni-  hill  is  ahont  foni-  thousand  dollars 
each  year. 

4’lll']  ( '1 1 A 1 ILAL\ N ; Then  you  actually  was  not  showinj.;;  a true 
halance  the  year  before — you  wm-e  cariying  that  along  as  an  indebt- 
edness? 

31  K.  HOLME:  Yes,  sir, 

31  K.  FKILIS:  Whm’t  yon  explain  the  fact  and  the  way  the  money 

comes  into  the  institution?  Do  people  pay  evenly  throughout  the 
\t‘ar,  or  almost  altogether  at  the  end  of  the  y(*ai-? 

31  It.  llOL3!hL  'I'here  may  he  no  money  jiaid  during  this  mouth, 
and  jierhaps  during  the  year  may  he  two  hundred  dollars  from  the 
colh'ctors,  and  during  Itecemlier,  perha|is,  we  would  get  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  1 suppose  at  the  next  meeting  there  will  he  about 
four  thousand  dollars  pai<l  in. 

31  Ik.  FKlhilS:  So  that  during  the  year  to  get  revenue  to  run  the 

instil  II I ion — how  do  you  get  your  money? 

31  Ik.  A\'()LF:  Y'e  have  gone  over  that  already. 

31  K.  FlklES;  I heg  ]iardon,  1 did  not  know'  that. 

3IIt.  WOLF:  I see  that  ,yon  charge  for  the  hoard  of  the  insane 
and  the  l*hiladel]»hia  llosjiital  a little  over  seventy-one  hundred  dol- 
lars, do  you  not? 

31K.  ]I<)L3IL;:  I guess  that  is  right. 

3IIk.  33h)LF:  1 also  see  that  that  year  you  had  a deficit  of  $5.15, 

although  you  hoiTowed  |2!),1(I0.  and  paid  only  .fl'5,l)0t),  in  other  wmrds, 
there  was  a deficit  of  ovei'  four  thousand  dollars,  waisn't  there? 

3IE.  ]fOL31E:  That  is  right.  lYouldn’t  that  he  wdiat  3Ir.  Fries 

spoke  about  going  over  from  year  to  year,  and  then  you  must  remem- 
ber that  that  note  was  discounted  many  times. 

3II\.  W OLF:  As  a matter  of  fact  how  long  have  von  been  running 

hack  each  year? 

alK.  il()L3JE:  3Ii'.  (’hairman,  since  the  outside  relief  lias  gotten 

so  heavy  that  has  been  our  gi-eatest  ti-ouhle.  It  is  the  outside  relief. 
33  e seem  to  think  w'e  must  belli  the  outside  jioor  and  it  makes  our 
hills  count  u]i,  and  if  it  wasn't  for  what  we  give  outside  we  would 
have  a much  nicer  financial  statement. 
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(Mr.  Holmes  was  thereupon  excused  and  retired). 

FRANK  d.  MARTIN,  calleil,  sworn  1)V  the  Chairman,  and  examined 
as  follows: 

MR.  WOLF;  Where  do  you  live? 

MR.  MARTIN:  5000  Tacony  Street. 

MR.  ^VOLF:  You  are  a director  ot  the  poor  hmird  of  Oxford  and 

Lower  Dublin? 

]\[R.  MARTIN:  lam. 

;MR.  WOLF:  flow  lonj;'  have  you  been  such? 

.MR.  .MARTIN:  One  term  of  two  years.  I am  now  on  my  second 

term,  i)i-evious  to  that  I served  two  years,  whirli  is  one  term,  and  then 
i went  from  that  into  tlie  scimol  hoard  for  a couple  of  terms,  and 
back  into  the  ]toor  hoard  ajiaiii. 

MR.  ^VOLF:  \Wiat  is  your  business? 

:MR.  ilARTIN:  Orocer. 

^IR.  WOLF:  Have  you  supplied  any  gi-oceries  to  the  ]»oor  hoard? 

MR.  iMARTIN:  Yes,  sir. 

MR.  WOLF:  Jturing  how  long  a jieriod? 

^IR.  .M.VRTIN:  ^Vell,  jierliajis  a few  times  during  the  j»ast  six 

months  as  near  as  my  memory  serves  me,  llial  has  been  lor  a few 
things  that  the  stewai-d  has  asked  me  to  furnish  during  the  contract 
periods. 

.MR.  WOLF:  In  Se])temher,  according  to  the  minute  hook,  you 

supplied  |77.S()  worth  of  supplies,  and  in  October,  f:>S,13  worth,  in 
November,  f!)S.17  worth,  are  those  ligui'cs  correct  to  the  best  ol  your 
information? 

^IR.  .AI.VRTIN:  1 jtresume  they  are. 

MR.  WOLF:  There  was  no  concealment  (d’  the  fact  that  you  were 

supplying  those  things? 

(MR.  M.VlfTIN:  No,  sir. 

?dR.  WOLF:  Just  to  make  it  complete,  in  Novembei-  you  are  said 

to  have  su]»]ilied  141.58  worth  of  things,  is  that  coi-rect  as  far  as  you 
know  ? 

MR.  M.VRTIN:  I presume  if  is. 

^IR.  VYOLF:  How  do  your  ])resent  directors  at  the  meetings  make 

the  statenienr  of  the  amount  for  which  you  desire  a warrant?  1 see 
each  meeting  that  you  give  a lump  sum  for  what  they  call  ‘‘relict”, 
in  what  form  do  you  present  your  bill  foi-  that? 

MR.  i\r.VRTIN:  T present  it  in  this  way:  1 perhaps  will  give  a 

number  of  orders  on  a coal  merchant  for  relief  for  those  who  have 
no  coal,  the  worthy  jioor  that  live  in  our  district,  and  he  presents  his 
bill  itemized,  which  he  fui-nishes  to  me — a quarter  of  a ton  to  .Mrs. 
fso  and  So,  giving  the  names  and  addi-esses,  and  then  1 have  a lisi  d' 
the  relief  for  groceries  and  food,  which  is  rendered  in  the  same  way; 
Mrs.  Smith  one  dollar,  .Mrs.  Jones,  Hvo  dollars,  as  the  case  may  be. 
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!MR.  OLF : And  do  you  lirinjj  all  those  hills  to  the  meetings? 

*MIi.  M.ilkllX:  1 give  every  one  ot  those  names  and  amounts,  hut 

not  the  items  that  each  l)ill  calls  tor. 

(.Mr.  Martin  was  thereuiton  excused  and  retired). 


hAtSlhilk  I'll,  rii  L S,  called,  snorn  liy  the  Chairman,  and  examined 
as  follows; 

IMIh  A^htLF;  \\'here  do  von  live? 


31  It.  riTUS;  4'acony,  (J!)44  Torresdale  Avenue. 

31  R.  A\4  tl.h'':  How  long  have  yon  heen  a diiecior  of  the  I’oor  Jtoard 

of  Oxford  and  J.ower  Dublin? 

31 R.  IlILS;  1 think  aljotit  twehe  years,  as  near  as  my  meniorv 


serves  me. 


31  R.  WOLF;  AVh;  It  is  your  business? 

31 R.  J FI  1 S;  JUacksmith,  horse  shoer  and  nuigcni  builder,  and 
geiiei-al  rejtairer. 

3IR.  AVOLF;  Flave  you  done  any  work  for  the  Poor  Hoard? 

31 R.  TITFS;  AAs,  sir. 

31R.  A\  OLFL  ^According  to  tlie  minute  liook  you  were  paid  Julv 
l.)th,  f!)t)!),  .fii'.i.stl  tor  horse  shoeing  and  A\agon  i-ejiair;  on  Angnst 
Ibth,  11)()!»,  .'j^4.t)(l  for  manure:  on  Decembei-  Hi,  HH)!),  .'j;24.no  for  wagon 
repairs;  on  Scptemifer  J.ltli,  .f  1,3.75  for  shoeing,  are  those  items 

correct? 

31 R.  TlTl  S;  1 believe  they  are.  They  sound  all  right  to  me. 

31R.  AA()L4  ; AA  ere  you  a diioctor  of  the  board  during  the  time 
that  the  bills  were  paid? 

3TR.  TITUS;  Yes,  sir. 

31 R.  AA  OLF;  Thei-e  was  no  concealment  of  the  fact  that  yon  were 
doing  the  work? 

301.  TITUS;  None  whatevei-.  1 am  not  tlie  only  man  that  does 
horse  shoeing  foi-  the  institution.  1 simply  do  what  they  have  to  have 
done  in  the  case  of  an  emergency,  and  in  all  it  Avon't  amount  to  more 
than  eighty  or  ninety  dolhirs  a year. 

(31r.  Titus  was  thereipum  excused  and  retired). 


SA3IULiL  KELLY,  heretofore  sworn,  recalled. 

31t\.  AA()L1*  . AA  ill  jdease  .state  the  sy.stem  that  vou  use  in 
paying  the  inmates  of  the  home  for  work  that  they  do,  3Ir.  Kelly? 

31R.  KELL3  ; AA  e only  i)ay  one,  that  is,  a permanent  j)osition,  the 
assistant  cook,  and  one  that  takes  care  of  the  bed,  and  the  barber, 
and  just  the  ones  that  Avork  steadily  all  the  lime,  from  two  dollars 
a week  to  fifty  cents.  AA'e  have  only  seA'en  j)eo]ile  that  Ave  j>av. 

3JR.  AATtLLU  Then  the  maximum  ])ayment  Avould  be  how  much 
per  Aveek  ? 

3IR.  KELLY;  It  would  average  about  forty  dollars  a mouth. 


. MR.  M'OLF:  Do  you  make  any  charge  agaiu.st  those  people  for 

the  cost  of  their  maintenance? 

MR.  KELLY:  Ko,  sir. 

MR.  WOLF;  flow  many  are  there  who  are  paid? 

MR.  KELLY:  Seven. 

MR.  WOLF:  And  tliose  seven  are  supported  entirely  by  the  in- 

stitution? 

MR.  KELLY:  Yes,  sir. 

MR.  WOLF:  They  pay  nothing  for  board  or  lodging? 

MR.  KELLIA  Ko,  sir;  they  are  our  own  inmates. 

MR.  Wf)LF:  What  are  the  names  of  those  who  are  on  your  roll 

and  are  paid,  can  you  give  them  to  me? 

MR.  KELLY : Y^s,  sir. 

MR.  WOLF:  Who  are  they? 

MR.  KELLY:  Clmrles  Stoker,  two  dollars  a week;  James  Ken- 

drick, two  dollars  a week;  Viola  Jones,  she  gets  two  dollars  a week; 
James  Royal,  the  barber,  one  dollar  a week;  Mike  Morgan,  he  looks 
after  the  heater  and  he  gets  one  dollar  a week,  and  the  man  who  feeds 
the  pigs,  James  Peak,  he  gets  one  dollar  a week,  and  John  Hague, 
fifty  cents  a week. 

(Mr.  Kelly  was  thereupon  excused  and  retired). 

GEORGE  K.  IIOFF,  heretofore  swoin,  recalled. 

MR.  WOLF:  Can  you  tell  us  auytliing  about  the  transaction 

which  resulted  iu  Mr.  Shallcross  having  notes  amounting  to  ten 
thousand  dollars? 

MR.  HOFF:  AVell,  1 think  I can.  1 will  give  you  a truthful  state- 

ment. I have  been  iu  that  board  a great  many  years  and  ever  since 
I have  been  in  the  board,  as  our  attorney  will  tell  you,  there  has  been 
no  penalty  for  not  paying  the  taxes,  and  the  first  six  or  seven  or  eight 
months  in  the  year  if  we  do  not  bori-ow  this  money  on  notes  we 
wouldn’t  have  any  money  to  ])ay  out.  That  has  been  the  course  of 
procedure  ever  since  T have  been  in  the  board.  It  was  when  1 went 
there,  and  it  has  been  carried  on  in  that  way  years  before  1 went  into 
the  board. 

THE  CHAIRilfAN:  You  just  use  it  to  tide  you  ov'er? 

MR.  IIOFF;  Yes,  sir;  and  sometimes  those  notes  had  to  be  re- 
newed until  the  latter  part  of  the  year  when  the  money  came  in. 

MR.  WOLF:  tVhen  you  borrowed  money,  Mr.  Hotf,  did  you  bor- 

row it  fi'om  Mr.  Shallcross  i>ersonally?  Was  it  Mr.  Shallcross  who 
loaned  you  the  money? 

MR.  HOFF:  The  notes  were  drawn  in  favor  of  Mr.  Shallcross. 

MR.  WOLF:  What  interest  was  }>aid  on  the  notes? 

MR.  HOFF:  It  is  right  in  the  book.  I think  six  ])er  cent. 

MR.  WOLF;  Has  the  institution  been  run  at  a loss  as  long  as 
you  have  been  familiar  with  it? 


*MK.  HOFF:  AVe  do  so  iiuicli  outside  relief  that  it  did  get  a litti.e 

heliind,  hut  1 liave  seen  the  time  wlien  they  were  jtretly  well  caught 
up.  Sometimes  ])eoi)le  would  he  out  of  work  for  a week  or  two,  and' 
we  would  give  them  a dollar  or  two  to  tide  them  over,  and  that  is 
what  we  would  do. 

MR.  W'OLF:  As  a matter  of  fact,  you  don't  at  any  time  put  any 

limit  on  tin'  amor.nt  which  may  he  spent  during  any  month  for  out- 
side relief 

MR.  HOFF:  No,  sir. 

MR.  tVOLF:  1 mean  you  do  not  make  up  a hudget,  for  example, 

to  find  out  what  your  i»rohahle  income  will  he  and  then  ajtportion  the 
amount  which  you  will  spend? 

MR.  HOFF:  We  have  never  done  it,  hut  we  have  thought  of  doing 

it. 

MR.  tVOLF:  It  would  he  advisable,  would  it  not? 

MR.  HOFF:  It  would,  ves,  sir. 

MR.  'WOLF:  \h>u  have  ]iaid  off  the  second  mortgage  on  your  prop- 

erty haven't  yon? 

MR.  HOFF:  Tliere  is  one  mortgage  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  I 

believe  that  is  all  agtiinst  the  jdiice. 

THF  CHAIRMAN:  Von  siill  owe  ten  thousand  dollars? 

MR.  HOFF:  Ves,  there  is  a stjitement  of  that  in  the  account. 

(Mr.  Holf  was  lhere\i])on  excused  and  letiied). 

(iMr.  Fries,  Counsel  foi-  the  Oxford  and  Lower  Huhlin  Poor  Board, 
i-ei[uests  permission  to  make  a statement,  which  pernnssion  was 
granted  by  tlu*  Chairman,  i 

MR.  FRIES:  I would  like  to  say  that  ever  since  the  year  19117, 

known  as  the  "panic"  year,  our  distiact  being  markedly  a manufac- 
turing (list lief,  there  has  been  an  unusual  demand  for  outdoor  re 
lief,  and  tluue  has  hetm  a slight  deticiency  during  those  yeai'S,  and 
last  year  a more  substantial  one.  \Ve  felt  that  we  could  meet  those 
conditions  of  atTairs  iHa-ause  we  had  an  award  of  nineteen  thousand 
dollars  from  a road  jury,  hut  prior  to  this  year  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee went  over  that  ju-ojtosition  and  made  a recommendation  to  tin* 
Board  which  will  he  acted  ujioii  to-morrow  evening,  to  confine  our 
exjtenses  entirely  within  our  revenue  and  to  make  u](  our  fixed  charge.s 
foi-  running  e.xjtenses  so  as  to  hiing  it  within  our  income — in  other 
words  to  make  onr  revenue  and  expenses  balance  om*  another.  Now 
there  is  amuher  matter  that  f wish  to  mention,  ami  that  is  as  to  the 
borrowed  money;  So  far  as  the  notes  are  borrowed  from  Mr.  Shall- 
cross,  while  he  has  had  entire  charge  of  it,  as  ap]>ears  on  the  hooks  in 
connection  with  him,  the  h»ans  are  actually  negotiated  at  the  Second 
National  Hank,  Frankford,  and  there  is  where  the  money  comes  from, 
and  Mr.  Shallcross  is  nierelv  the  uo-hetween  in  arranging  that  matter. 


THE  CHAIRMAN:  Bui  don't  von  tliink  it  is  intliev  a laid  iiiolhod 

that  your  ]k*o])1o  van  i>o  and  actually  dis1rihnt(‘  relief  williont  any 
limitation?  Now,  snpitose  that  yon  liad  a man  who  was  inclined  ^o 
j;ive  awav  say  two  or  three  hundred  dollars  a month,  yon  would  have 
to  jtay  it,  ticcordin<>'  to  the  methods  yon  have  heretofoi'e  in  vojt;ne. 

MR.  PRIES:  That  institution  out  there,  Senalor,  is  an  old  in- 

stitution and  th(“  directors,  \\ithout  an\’  recomiteiise  whatever,  have 
devoted  their  time  to  the  iminagenieni  of  that  institution,  and  they 
have  always  been  men  of  sftinding’  and  integiity  in  the  community, 
and  only  such  have  Inn'll  elected  for  tlucse  jaisitioiis,  and  they  investi- 
gate each  particular  ctise  that  c(Uiies  to  them.  tVe  have  been  allowed 
a very  large  discretion  as  to  the  granting  (d’  relief  to  the  needy  ttiid 
distressed,  and  the  (luestion  of  outdoor  relief  is  a jiecitliar  one,  ;ind  it 
has  been  carried  on  out  there  for  over  one  hundred  years,  and  the 
]»eople  look  ii])on  us  as  a fixed  inslitutiou,  and  we  feel  that  it  does  a 
great  deal  of  good,  and  we  have  very  often  to  tide  over  peojile  who 
are  Temporarily  out  of  Avork  and  ])revent  them  from  becoming  a charge 
on  the  community,  and  in  that  district  out  there  everybmiy  knows 
everybody  else,  and  most  of  us  knoAv — who  Inwe  lived  there  all  our 
lives — more  than  half  the  inmates  of  that  institution.  The  older 
])eople,  most  of  them,  have  known  bi'tter  dtiys,  and  we  feel  that  we 
are  doing  a little  bit  more  for  them  tha.n  is  being  done  in  any  other 
locality  or  institution,  and  Avhile  1 aj)])reciate  that  they  have  (piite 
a large  disi-retion  as  to  how  much  they  should  be  allowed  to  exjiend 
oil  this  work,  yet  you  would  be  siirjtrised  at  tbe  discussions  that  take 
]dace  at  the  meetings,  and  if  a director's  bills  are  large  bis  attention 
is  called  to  it  and  he  is  asked  why  the  bills  should  not  be  cut  down. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  1 have  no  doubt  that  the  directors  work  for 

the  benefit  of  the  community,  liut  the  method  is  wrong,  and  you  iimy 
get  there  some  day  a man  who  is  not  honest  and  then  what  would 
happen  ? 

MR.  FRIES:  AVe  have  had  over  one  hundred  years  of  clean  recoi-d, 

iind  r think  that  a man  who  would  use  his  ollice  out  there  unfairly 
would  not  last  very  long  in  that  institution,  because  our  institution 
out  there  has  been  carried  on  largely  indejiendent  of  political  iniiu- 
ence,  that  is  to  say,  there  has  never  been  very  much  ]»olitics  in  the 
board  of  directors,  and  as  long  as  a man  jterforms  his  duties  faith- 
fully he  is  continued  term  after  term,  and  tve  are  not  interfered  with 
by  political  intluence  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

MR.  MOLP:  a matter  of  fact,  isn't  it  true  that  the  furnishing 

of  supplies  to  the  boai-d  by  members  of  the  boai-d  is  directly  conirary 
to  law? 

MR.  FRIES:  That  is  a very  difficult  (pieslion  to  apj)roach.  That 

(piestion  has  been  raised  once  or  twice.  A proceeding  was  brought 
before  IMagistrate  Isenbrown  in  which  there  was  a man  arrested  and 
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the  director  was  discharged  as  there  was  really  nothing  in  the  charge. 
And  there  was  an  application  at  one  time  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  State,  and  I think  in  that  case  District  Attorney  George  S.  Gra- 
ham was  deputized  to  investigate  the  matter,  hut  there  it  was  held 
that  a director  could  furnish  incidental  matters  to  the  institution 
as  a matter  of  convenience,  and  things  of  that  sort.  You  see,  our 
mass  of  supplies  are  advertised  for  and  we  have  contracts  and  things 
of  that  sort,  but  there  is  the  matter  of  furnishing  outside  relief,  tem- 
porarily, to  some  one  particular  person  in  a hurry  in  order  to  pre 
vent  dire  distress,  and  the  amounts  as  furnished  by  the  directors  are 
very  trifling,  as  for  instance  in  the  Frankford  District — 

THE  CHATEMAN:  But  it  is  something  that  should  be  absolutely 

defined.  For  instance,  a man  supplying  one  hundred  dollars  worth 
of  stuff — that  amounts  to  nothing,  but  suppose  some  day  the.se  men 
that  you  speak  of  be  not  men  of  probity  and  you  had  somebody  that 
would  “woi'k”  your  institution,  don’t  you  think  that  would  be  bad? 

ME.  FEIES:  I concede  your  point  entirely,  but  that  is  a matter 

that  has  been  in  existence  for  years,  that  is  to  say,  this  temporary 
matter  of  furnishing  certain  supplies  upon  ceidain  occasions  and  giv- 
ing out  orders,  but  1 can’t  see  how  it  can  l>e  very  much  abused,  and 
1 know  that  our  inslitution  would  be  ipiite  willing  to  re-arrange  any 
thing  of  that  sort  so  as  to  make  it  free  from  criticisms  of  that  kind. 
In  Mr.  Holme’s  dislricl  thei'e  are  Iweuty-tive  to  forty  grocers  who 
fui  nish  the  bulk  of  the  sujtjilies  and  use  it  in  other  districts. 

YATIIAN  L.  .JOAE8.  heretofore  sworn,  recalled. 

ME.  WOLF;  We  examined  the  treasurer  of  youi-  board  at  the  last 
meeting  and  tried  to  get  some  explanation  of  certain  items  which  ap- 
peared in  your-  l)ooks,  tlie  exjbanation  perhaps  can  be  sujiplemented 
by  you.  In  the  first  ]>lace,  I see  tliat  the  salary  of  the  president  has 
been  increased  fi-om  fifty  dollars  to  one  hundred  dollars,  is  that  coi’- 
rect  ? 

ME.  JONES:  Thai  is  right. 

ME.  WOLF;  And  of  the  treasurer  from  fifty  dollars  to  one  hun- 
hundred  and  fwenty-fve  dollars,  is  that  correct? 

ME.  JONES:  Yes. 

1\IE.  WOLF:  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  lesolution  authorizing 

that  inci-ease? 

ME.  JONES;  'I'hat  was  a mistake  of  the  secretary  in  not  putting 
that  down.  It  was  passed  at  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  1909. 

ME.  WOLF;  By  whom? 

ME.  JONES:  The  Board  of  Directors. 

^lE.  WOLF:  There  is  an  item  in  this  book  on  October  21st,  1909, 

“Traveling  exj)enses  ,^125.00’’,  can  you  tell  me  what  that  was? 

ME.  JONES;  I j)resume  that  was  expenses  to  the  Bradford  Con- 
vention. 
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MK.  WOLF:  That  was  always  paid  fi-uiii  the  poor  board  receipts? 

MIL  JONES:  Yes,  sir. 

MR.  WOLF:  There  is  another  item  on  I)ecenil)er  Otli,  1900,  -'extra 

expenses  of  outside  relief,  fL'Tb.OO'y  can  yon  tell  me  what  that  is.' 

MR.  JONES:  I may  not  be  able  to  tell  you  the  item,  but  the  gen- 

eral extraordinary  outdoor  relief  is  of  that  character.  For  instance, 
we  bear  of  a case  of  distress  from  a physician  or  a clergyman  or  some- 
body else  of  reputation  that  somebody  is  temporarily  out  of  employ- 
ment— people  who  have  not  received  assistance  from  the  Overseers  of 
the  poor  and  who  would  not  if  they  knew  that  it  came  from  that 
source,  and  some  of  those  people  are  ]>oor  but  proud,  and  when  they 
get  the  relief  they  never  know  where  the  relief  comes  from,  and  an 
order  is  drawn  for  it.  And  here  is  a case  iu  point:  A short  time  ago 
my  attention  was  called  to  the  case  of  a ]iooi-  girl  who  was  about  to  be- 
come a mother,  and  two  ph^’sicians  were  sent  for  and  they  refused  to 
go  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  the  family,  and  when  it  was  brought 
to  us  we  sent  onr  physician,  and  when  he  got  there  he  found  the  hand 
of  the  child  protruding  from  the  mother’s  womb,  and  it  took  that 
physician  probably  six  or  eight  weeks  to  get  her  around,  but  of  course 
the  child  died. 

MR.  WOLF:  I understand  the  or<linary  outside  relief  expenses, 

but  I find  no  entry  on  the  books  containing  any  lump  sum  not  item- 
ized any  further  than  “extra  expenses  and  outside  relief,  -fL'75.00”? 

MR.  JONES:  That  is  the  eliaracter  of  tlie  relief  .so  that  no  one 

coming  in  contact  with  the  books  wlietlier  it  was  done  for  such  a case 
as  this  young  girl,  as  we  tliink  there  would  be  too  much  stigma  at- 
tached to  these  people  if  it  became  known. 

MR.  \VOLF:  Is  there  any  way  in  which  it  would  be  ])ossil)le  to 

scrutinize  that  expense  of  .'j^‘275.00? 

JIR.  JONES:  ’When  tlie  bills  are  presented  tliey  are  itemized  and 

an  order  drawn  on  tlie  treasurer  for  that  amount. 

MR.  WT)LF:  L see  an  item  on  Se[itend)er  Sth,  1010,  “traveling  ev- 

penses,  .flbO.OO",  is  that  also  for  attendance  at  the  conventimi? 

MIL  JONES:  I'artially  so,  and  part  of  it  is  steward’s  and  mat- 

ron’s traveling  expenses.  The  matron  and  the  steward  in  making  up 
their  traveling  expenses  it  used  to  be  charged  to  ••household  accounts.’’ 
For  instance,  taking  ]iatients  to  Illockley  and  (o  Norristown,  and 
making  purchases  for  the  institution,  such  as  shoes — that  used  to  lie 
charged  to  household  accounts,  but  during  the  last  two  years  that  was 
charged  to  traveling  expenses  and  that  brings  down  our  xier  cajdta  to 
where  it  belongs. 

iMR.  WOLF:  Do  yon  have  religious  services  at  the  home? 

MR.  JONES:  Not  regularly.  For  instance  a Baptist  Minister  may 
go  there  once  a month  and  liave  services. 

MIL  IVOLF:  Do  you  pay  any  minister  tiPi-  the  .services? 
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Mlk.  -lONKS:  sir;  they  are  only  too  glad  to  go  without  coin- 

jieusatiou. 

MK.  ^Vt)LF;  You  have  kejit  at  the  Mauayunk  Trust  Company  on 
dej*osit  the  sum  of  about  seven  thousand  dollars? 

•Mlv.  .lONJ'lS;  About  eight  thousand  1 think. 

.Mil.  \VOLF:  For  several  years  uninvested,  haven't  you,  3Ir.  Jones. 

MK.  JONES:  1 am  glad  you  asked  that  (juestion.  That  was  a 

legaey  left  from  the  old  hoard  of  direetors  before  I became  a mem- 
ber, and  part  of  that  was  from  the  sale  of  goods  to  the  Park,  and  we 
l»nt  that  in  the  IManayunk  Ti  iist  Company  and  it  draws  three  and  a 
half  ]ier  cent,  and  where  the  i-emaining  four  thousand  dollars  come 
from  1 do  not  kno^^'. 

(Mr.  Bowkei-.  of  counsel  for  the  Koxborough  Poor  Board,  reque.sts 
permission  to  ask  the  witness  a few  (piestions,  which  permission  was 
granted  by  the  Chairman.) 

.MK.  BOWKEK  : If  any  of  your  ]»eople  die  you  bury  them  yourself? 

-MK.  dONES:  Yes,  sir;  we  do. 

.MK.  B()\YKEK:  AYhere? 

.MK.  JUNES:  Leveringln  Cemetery,  Ko.xborough. 

MK.  B()^YKEK:  1 want  to  call  your  attenti(m  to  this  fact:  I 

talked  with  Mr.  At'harton  after  the  last  meeting  and  he  took  the  entire 
exjiense  of  the  institution  in  estimating  the  ])ei-  caj)ita  cost  of  niaiti- 
tenance.  In  other  words,  he  included  the  cost  of  out  door  relief  and 
the  «-ost  of  maintenance  in  Norristown  and  Blockley,  wdiich  of  course 
wasn't  j»aid  out  on  the  same  basis  as  the  per  ca[)ita  cost  at  the  Phila- 
delphia Hospital.  In  otliei-  words,  the  per  capita  cost  per  week  at 
Koxborough  would  be  very  much  less,  because  he  has  included  in  it 
the  items  for  out  door  relief,  and  the  I’hiladelphia  Hos[)ital  amount  in 
the  neighborhood  to  |l*,51h^).Tl  in  a total  of  .|t>,447.()2,  w'hich  should 
not  have  been  in  there.  I asked  him  after  the  meeting  if  that  was  in- 
cluded and  he  said  it  was,  and  of  course  in  getting  at  the  estimated 
cost  of  maintenance  there  is  only  one  w'ay  to  do  it,  and  that  is  to  use 
the  same  figures  in  all  cases. 


.MATTHEtY  .iD.A^I,  called,  sworn  by  the  Chairman,  and  examined 
as  follow^s: 

MK.  WOLF:  tVheie  do  yon  live? 

■MK.  .VD.YM : dOO  East  Bringhurst  Street,  Germantown. 

.MK.  M'OLF:  W'eie  yon  the  secretary  of  the  (fermantown  Poor 

Board? 


.MK.  .VD.YM:  No,  sir.  I acted  as  secretary  1 think  at  one  meeting. 

.MK.  tYOLF:  The  meeting  at  which  you  acted  as  secretary  was  the 

s])ecial  meeting  called  to  approve  a payment  made  to  .Mr.  Keilly  for 
e.xpenses  incurred  in  opposing  legislation  at  Ilarrisbuig,  is  that  cor- 
rect ? 
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MK.  ADAM:  Ao,  it  was  not  a ineetiiig-  called  to  appi-ove  that,  i 

think  it  was  the  meeting  that  made  that  ai>i)roi*fiation. 

MK.  IVOLF:  ^Vill  yon  give  ns  as  aeenvately  as  yon  lememher  it  a 

statement  of  the  purposes  tor  whieh  Mr.  Keilly  staled  that  mone\  \\  .is 
asked? 

MK.  ADAM:  Well,  as  neai-  as  1 can  remember  the  movement  to 

abolish  the  poor  house  canglit  \is  by  surprise  and  we  di<l  not  kno^\ 
\^■hat  steps  we  were  going  to  take  to  tight  it,  and  after  discussing  the 
matter  amongst  the  directors  we  appropriated  the  snm  of  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  and  tnrned  it  over  to  Mr.  Keilly  to  nse  it  as  he  thought 
best. 

MK.  WOLF:  Yon  iilaced  mj  restriction  upon  him  as  to  the  man- 

ner in  which  it  shonld  be  nsed? 

MR.  ADAINI : Yo,  we  did  not. 

:MK.  WOLF:  And  he  did  not  make  any  declaration  as  to  the  nian- 

nei-  in  which  he  was  going  to  nse  it? 

,MR.  ADAM:  No,  sir;  he  did  not.  lint  I think  that  the  money  was 
nsed  to  take  a delegation  to  Harrisburg. 

MK.  WOLF:  Yon  did  not  get  any  itemized  statement  of  the  way 

in  which  the  money  had  been  exjiended? 

MK.  ADAM:  M"e  did  not  get  any  statement,  lint  we  knew  exactly 

what  is  was  spent  for. 

MR.  WOLF:  As  a matter  of  fact,  how  did  yon  select  the  people 

who  were  sent  np  to  Harrisbnrg? 

MR.  ADAM:  lYe  issued  invitations  to  them. 

MR.  WOLF:  In  those  invitations  yon  ottered  to  pay  their  ett 

l»enses  ? 

MR.  ADAM:  tYe  did  not  otter  to  jiay  their  expenses.  1 do  not  -know 

exactly  or  don’t  exactly  jnst  recollect  how  it  was  worded,  lint  w e sent 
cards  out  to  a nnmber  of  jieople  asking  them  if  they  would  be  wbling 
to  go  to  Harrisbnrg  on  a certain  date,  with  tlie  intimation  that  .l  aiis- 
portation  would  be  furnished  to  them. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  ilr.  Adam,  have  yon  a co]iy  or  can  yon  pro 

cure  for  this  committee  a cojiy  of  the  card  which  yon  issued? 

MK.  ADAM:  No,  sir;  1 don't  think  1 could.  I think  they  were 

taken  up  on  the  train. 

I .Mr.  Adam  was  therenjion  excused  and  retired  i. 
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